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NSHE Foster Youth Fee Waiver 
Request for Waiver of Registration Fees and Certain Laboratory Fees 

General Information: The Nevada Board of Regents provides a waiver of certain undergraduate fees for qualifying 
students who have been in the custody of an agency which provides child welfare services in Nevada. An NSHE 
institution may waive base course registration fees and certain laboratory fees in the fall and spring semesters, for 
qualifying students, pursuant to Title 4, Chapter 17 of the Handbook. To determine if you are eligible, complete this form 
and provide the required documentation to your institution’s Admissions/Registrar’s Office. The institution may request 
additional information or documentation to verify eligibility. Students are strongly encouraged to enroll in a degree 
program at their institution. For additional information and assistance, refer to the institutional contacts at the bottom 
of this form. 

Initial Eligibility Requirements – Students must meet all four (4): 
• In foster care in Nevada, at the age of 13 years or older (adjudicated “ward of the court” status, for any length of time);
• Graduated from high school or passed the TASC, HiSET, or GED (admission requirements vary between institutions);
• Completed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA); and
• Under the age of 26 years.

Continuing Eligibility: A student only needs to complete this form and submit it to the institution’s 
Admissions/Registrar’s Office once. If the institution determines the student qualifies for the fee waiver, the student 
must meet the following three (3) requirements for continuing eligibility: 
• Annual FAFSA Submission – Complete the FAFSA each year;
• Satisfactory Academic Progress – Meet Title IV financial aid satisfactory academic progress requirements at the

NSHE institution, starting with the 2nd semester as a fee waiver recipient; and
• Age – Be under the age of 26 years, on the first day of any semester for which the student is seeking the fee waiver.

Step 1: Student Information 

First and Last Name:     NSHE ID:  

NSHE Institution:    Initial Semester of Intended Enrollment:  Year: 

 Student Signature:    Date:

I hereby certify that this information is true and correct. In addition, I waive confidentiality with the applicable agency 
that provides child welfare services solely for the purpose of allowing an NSHE institution to confirm eligibility for this 
waiver. 

STEP 2: Required Documentation from the Student 
1. Foster Care in Nevada: Official verification from the Nevada Division of Child and Family Services, the Clark

County Department of Family Services, the Washoe County Human Services Agency, or a Nevada court that you
were in the custody of an agency which provides child welfare services in Nevada at the age of 13 years or older.
This may include, but is not limited to, written documentation on agency letterhead; and

2. High School Graduation or General Equivalency Certificate: An official high school transcript or official
documentation verifying you passed the TASC, HiSET, or GED.
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Contact Information/Questions 
 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV)  
Keva Francis  
Interim Fostering Scholars Program Coordinator 
PH: 702-895-0638  
fosteringscholars@unlv.edu 
 
University of Nevada, Reno (UNR)  
Dr. James Beattie  
Associate Director – TRIO STEM and First in the Pack  
PH: 775-682-8943  
NVfosterwaiver@unr.edu 
 
Nevada State University (NSU)  
Caprice Schneider 
Assistant Registrar 
PH: 702-992-2109 
feewaivers@nevadastate.edu 
 
College of Southern Nevada (CSN) 
Andrew Reyes  
Assistant Registrar  
PH: 702-651-5616 
andrew.reyes@csn.edu 
 
Great Basin College (GBC)  
Adriana Mendez 
Academic Advisor/Student Advocate 
PH: 775.327.2078 
adriana.mendez@gbcnv.edu 
 
Truckee Meadows Community College (TMCC)  
Andy Hughes  
Executive Director of Admissions & Records 
PH: 775-673-7240  
ahughes@tmcc.edu 
 
Western Nevada College (WNC)  
Chelsie Hamtak 
Director of Admissions & Records/Registrar 
PH: 775-445-3273 
chelsie.hamtak@wnc.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) 
Chancellor’s Office – Dept of Academic and Student Affairs 
Laura Obrist  
Manager, NSHE Fostering Success Initiative 
PH: 702-522-7035  
lobrist@nshe.nevada.edu 
 
Clark County Family Services 
Provides required foster care history documentation for 
students who were in foster care in Clark County, Nevada 

DFSFeeWaiver@ClarkCountyNV.gov  

Shuuanndy Alvarez  
Family Services Supervisor, Independent Living (LifeSet) 
PH: 702-455-8517 

Vanessa Benavides-Sanchez 
Family Services Supervisor, Independent Living 
PH: 702-455-0761 
 
Washoe County Human Services Agency – Children’s 
Services Division 
Provides required foster care history documentation for 
students who were in foster care in Washoe County, Nevada 
Valerie Welsh  
Foster Youth Independent Living/Transition Specialist 
PH: 775-303-7287 
vwelsh@washoecounty.gov 
 
Nevada Dept of Health & Human Services Division of Child 
and Family Services – Child Welfare Services 
Provides required foster care history documentation for 
students who were in foster care in ANY OTHER Nevada county 
(aside from Clark County and Washoe County) 
educationhelp@dcfs.nv.gov 
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