
Local Educational Agency (LEA) Title I, Part A: Parent and Family Engagement Policy 
Requirements Guide 

Title I, Section 1116 of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires that each LEA receiving Title I, Part 
A funds jointly develop with, agree on with, and distribute to parents and family members of participating 
children a written parent and family engagement policy. 

*Satisfies Requirements = √ ; Does Not Satisfy Requirements = ; Exceeds Requirements  = !

Does the LEA Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy: 

Section of 
Title I Law 

Suggestion to make the policy more 
effective: 

√,, ! 

Jo
in

tly
 

D
ev

el
op

ed
 Describe the purpose of the parent and 

family engagement policy along with 
information about the Title I program. 

1116(a)(2) • Provide a brief overview of Title I and
its purpose as well as what is included in
the district and family engagement
policy.

Jo
in

tly
 

D
ev

el
op

ed
 Describe how parents and family members 

will be involved in the development of the 
LEA parent and family engagement policy. 
This may include establishing a parent 
advisory board. 

1116(a)(2) 
1116(a)(2)(F) 

• Ensure all parents have the opportunity
to provide input on the LEA Parent and
Family Engagement Policy by providing
several attempts and ways for parents to
provide feedback.

Pa
re

nt
 

In
pu

t Describe how parents and family members 
will be involved in the development of the 
local agency plan and the development of 
support and improvement plans. 

1116(a)(2)(A) • List the specific opportunities that exist
for parents to provide input and
feedback on the plan.

Pa
re

nt
 

In
pu

t Describe how parents and family members 
will be involved in developing school 
improvement plans.  

1116(a)(2)(A) • Utilize parent leaders to co-facilitate a
schoolwide plan meeting.

Pa
re

nt
 

In
pu

t Describe how parents and family members 
will be involved in the decisions regarding 
how parent and family engagement funds 
are allotted.  

1116(a)(3)(B) • Provide various times, ways, and places
for parents to provide input on the parent
and family engagement budget.

T
ec

hn
ic

al
 

A
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

Describe how the LEA will provide the 
coordination, technical assistance, and other 
support to assist schools in planning and 
implementing effective parent and family 
engagement activities, which may include 
meaningful consultation with employers, 
business leaders, philanthropic 
organizations, or individuals. 

1116(a)(2)(B) • Provide ongoing guidance and
professional development to schools on
effective parent and family engagement
activities, school parent and family
engagement plans, and school-parent
compacts.

R
es

er
va

tio
n 

of
 F

un
ds

 Describe how the LEA will reserve 1 
percent of Title I funds to carry out parent 
and family engagement requirements.  

1116(a)(3)(A) • Describe how the district will establish
an adequate budget for parent and family
engagement activities and programs.

R
es

er
va

tio
n 

of
 F

un
ds

 Describe how the LEA will distribute 90 
percent of the 1 percent reserve to schools. 

1116(a)(3)(C) • Describe how the district will assist
schools in developing parent and family
engagement budgets.



Does the LEA Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy: 

Section of 
Title I Law 

Suggestion to make the policy more 
effective: 

√,, ! 
In

te
gr

at
io

n Describe ways the LEA will coordinate and 
integrate parent and family engagement 
strategies with other relevant federal, state, 
and local laws and programs.  

1116(a)(2)(C) 
1116(e)(4) 

• Distribute and share information with
these programs concerning school events
and activities for parents that help
support student learning and promote
academic achievement.

A
nn

ua
l 

E
va

lu
at

io
n 

Describe how the LEA will conduct, with 
meaningful involvement of parents and 
family members, an annual evaluation of 
the content and effectiveness of the parent 
and family engagement policy in improving 
the academic quality of all schools served 
under Title I, Part A and use the findings to 
design evidence-based strategies. 

1116(a)(2)(D) 
1116(a)(2)(E) 

• Describe various combinations of
evaluation methods—surveys, focus
groups, open discussion forums, to
provide parents with multiple ways to
provide evaluation feedback on the
parent and family engagement policy.

Fo
rm

at
 / 

L
an

gu
ag

e Ensure that the format and language of the 
policy are family-friendly.  

1116(f) • Describe how district reports, letters,
information, and materials will be
available in a format and language that
all parents can understand.

B
ui

ld
in

g 
C

ap
ac

ity
 

Describe how the LEA will provide 
assistance to parents in understanding the 
challenging state academic standards, state 
and local academic assessments, Title I 
requirements, and how to monitor their 
child’s progress and work with educators. 

1116(e)(1) • Gather feedback from parents to
determine their specific understanding of
the state academic standards, academic
assessments, and school curriculum so
the school can provide necessary
resources and materials.

B
ui

ld
in

g 
C

ap
ac

ity
 

Describe how the LEA will provide 
materials and training to help parents to 
work with their children to improve their 
children’s achievement, such as literacy 
training and using technology (including 
education about the harms of copyright 
piracy). 

1116(e)(2) • Develop educational classes for students
and parents to attend to provide them
with resources for at-home learning
opportunities.

B
ui

ld
in

g 
C

ap
ac

ity
 

Describe how the LEA will educate 
teachers, specialized instructional support 
personnel, principals, and other school 
leaders, and other staff, with the assistance 
of parents, in the value and utility of 
contributions of parents, and in how to 
reach out to, communicate with, and work 
with parents as equal partners, implement 
and coordinate parent programs, and build 
ties between parents and the school. 

1116(e)(3) • Encourage communication between the
district and schools to consistently share,
in multiple ways, best practices and
ideas how to effectively reach out to
parents and family members in a
meaningful and productive manner.

B
ui

ld
in

g 
C

ap
ac

ity
 

Describe how the LEA will coordinate and 
integrate parental involvement programs 
with other federal, state, and local programs, 
including public preschool programs, and 
conduct other activities, such as parent 
resource centers, that encourage and support 
parents in more fully participating in the 
education of their children. 

1116(e)(4) • Coordinate with the corresponding
organizations to strengthen
communication and enhance potential
opportunities for parent and family
engagement, including providing
information and resources to support
school orientation for parents and
students to assist in successful student
transitions to school.



Does the LEA Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy: 

Section of 
Title I Law 

Suggestion to make the policy more 
effective: 

√,, ! 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

C
ap

ac
ity

 Describe how the LEA will ensure that 
information related to school and parent 
programs, meetings, and other activities is 
sent to the parents of participating children 
in a format and, to the extent practicable, in 
a language the parents can understand. 

1116(e)(5) • Provide all parents with materials,
correspondence, and information in
appropriate languages, according to the
school population, and a format that is
family-friendly.

B
ui

ld
in

g 
C

ap
ac

ity
 

Describe how the LEA will provide such 
other reasonable support for parental 
involvement activities under this section. 
(For example, the discretionary items 
described in Section 1116[e][6- 13] to build 
effective partnerships between the school 
and parents). 

1116(e)(14) • Utilize the discretionary items described
in Section 1116 to develop strategies to
improve parent and family engagement.
Provide opportunities for parents to
request additional support and offer
input on the improvement of parent and
family engagement programs.

M
ea

su
re

 o
f 

E
ff

ec
tiv

en
es

s Describe the strategies, activities, and 
information that the school will provide to 
support a strong partnership between the 
school, parents, and the community to 
improve student academic achievement. 

This is a best 
practice and not 
required. 

• Provide parents with resources and
assistance based on the district and
school’s needs assessment and parent
input.
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