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What is Chronic Absenteeism?

The Nevada Department of 
Education (NDE) defines chronic 
absenteeism as students who are 
absent 10% or more of their 
enrolled school days.

A student is absent if they miss 
50% or more of a school day.
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Chronic Absenteeism vs. Truancy
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Chronic Absenteeism vs. Average Daily 
Attendance (ADA)

ADA

• ADA is a school-level measure that tells you how many students 
showed up, not a student-level indicator that tells you which students 
are at risk due to poor attendance

• Analogy: An average 3rd grade reading score does not identify which 
individual students need support
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ADA Can Mask Chronic Absence
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Why We May Not Notice Chronic 
Absenteeism
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Why Chronic Absenteeism?

• Chronic Absence = Warning 
Light on a Car Dashboard

• Ignore at your own peril

• Address early or potentially pay 
much more later

• Key is to ask why its blinking 
and what it means
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Students Chronically Absent in Kindergarten 
and 1st Grade are Much Less Likely to Read 
Proficiently in 3rd Grade
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The Research Behind It and Its Impact on 
Student Outcomes

• On average, schools with higher chronic absenteeism rates have lower 
proficiency rates, and vice versa. This holds for students overall and for 
each group of students.1

• By 6th grade, it is a leading indicator that a student will drop out of high 
school.2

• By 9th grade it becomes a better predictor of dropout rates than 8th grade test 
scores.3

• Classroom churn from too many absences affects all students, even those 
who attend regularly.4

https://edtrust.org/students-cant-wait/chronic-absenteeism/
https://gradelevelreading.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/About-Attendance-Works.pdf
https://gradelevelreading.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/About-Attendance-Works.pdf
https://gradelevelreading.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/About-Attendance-Works.pdf


Impact on Student Proficiency: ELA
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Impact on Student Proficiency: Math



Why Are Students Chronically Absent?
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A Need for a Collective Impact Approach


