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The Nevada Family Engagement Summit in Nevada Revised 
Statutes 

The 2011 Legislative Session established the Nevada Family Engagement Summit (Summit) in Nevada 

Revised Statutes (NRS) via Assembly Bill 224. Pursuant to NRS 385.635(1)(i), the Office of Parental 

Involvement and Family Engagement (PIFE) shall “collaborate with the Nevada State Parent 

Information and Resource Center, the Parent Training and Information Centers, the Nevada Parent 

Teacher Association, the Advisory Council and the teachers who are trained to serve as liaisons 

between to parents and legal guardians of pupils enrolled in public schools to plan and implement a 

statewide summit on parental involvement and family engagement, which must be held at least 

biennially. After each summit, the Office of Parental Involvement and Family Engagement shall 

evaluate the success of the summit in consultation with the entities identified in this paragraph.” 

 

History of the Nevada Family Engagement Summit 

The Summit was founded by four people: 

• Barbara Clark, a Washoe County School District Board of Trustee; 

• Janie Lowe, an Education Programs Professional for early childhood education at the Nevada 

Department of Education; 

• Joanne Everts, an employee of the Washoe County School District; and 

• Debbie Smith, the late Nevada legislator. 

 

The goal was to establish and cement family engagement as a critical component in a child’s 

educational experience in Nevada. The inaugural Summit took place in 2006 in Reno, Nevada. District 

teams from each Nevada public school district came together to learn about and share family 

engagement strategies and best practices. 

 

Since the inaugural Summit, the Summit has evolved over time into a statewide professional learning 

event for educators, families, and community members. The Summit is a biennial event that draws 

between 400-600 attendees. The Summit alternates locations between northern and southern. (See 

Figure 1) 

 

Due to the coronavirus disease of 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, the 2020 and 2022 Summits have been 

held virtually.  

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/76th2011/Bills/AB/AB224_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-385.html#NRS385Sec635
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Figure 1: Previous Summit years, locations, and keynote speakers 

 

2022 Nevada Family Engagement Summit 

The 2022 Summit took place on Saturday, October 22, 2022 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. The Summit 

Planning Team (See Appendix A for a list of Summit Planning Team members) elected to hold the 

Summit virtually due to the ongoing impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The selection of the Summit 

theme, The Time Is Now: Coming Together to Reimagine Education, was in direct response to the 

impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the educational landscape and school community.  

The Summit keynote speaker was Dr. Rosemarie Allen (Founder, President, and CEO of the Center for 

Equity and Excellence). In addition to the keynote address and closing session provided Dr. Rosemarie 

Allen, the Summit provided 16 other unique sessions for attendees to attend throughout the day (See 

Exhibit Appendix B for the Summit agenda). All sessions provided at the Summit aligned with the Dual 

Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships and the Parent Teacher Association’s 

National Standards for Family-School Partnerships, which were adopted by the Nevada State Board of 

Education as a part of its family engagement policy. Sessions presented at the Summit were 

subsequently uploaded to the Nevada Department of Education’s YouTube channel. 

Two hundred and fifty-two people registered for the Summit with a peak of 173 attendees attending 

the live event. Educators were eligible to receive 5 hours of professional development from the 

Department for attending the event in its entirety. Eighty educators applied and received 5 hours of 

professional development for attending the Summit in its entirety. 

https://www.dualcapacity.org/
https://www.dualcapacity.org/
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/National-Standards-for-Family-School-Partnerships
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/National-Standards-for-Family-School-Partnerships
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships/National-Standards-for-Family-School-Partnerships
https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Family_Engagement/District/pifepolicy.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpwC5huKqWSRtr4i0a8_g0y8s0IskLN_K
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2022 Nevada Family Engagement Summit Survey Results 
 

 
Figure 2: Survey question #1 results. Attendees could select more than one option. Based on 110 survey responses.  

 

 
Figure 3: Survey question #2 results. Based on 110 survey responses.  
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Figure 4: Survey question #3 results. Attendees could select more than one option. Based on 110 survey responses.  

 

 

Figure 5: Survey question #4 results. Attendees could select more than one option. Based on 110 survey responses.  
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Figure 6: Survey Question #5 results. Based on 110 survey responses.  

 

 
Figure 7: Survey Question #6 results. Based on 110 survey responses.  
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Figure 8: Survey Question #7 results. Based on 110 survey responses.  

 

Survey Comments 
“It was another wonderful conference. The only thing I would suggest is better advertising…” 

“The summit is great and I very much like that it is virtual so that I can hear best practices and connect 

with educators all over the state.” 

“Thank you so much! I learned some new things to do in my classroom.” 

“Dr. Allen was a great speaker!” 

“Thank you well organized and keynote was excellent.” 

“Great learning opportunity- thank you for providing online learning opportunity.” 

“Dr. Allen was amazing! Need to hear her again! Great job and very organized! Nevada should be 

proud!” 

“The presenters were all so engaging the day went by so fast.” 

“Hope you offer more of a similar format. Love the choice freedom.” 

“This was my first summit. I look forward to attending again in the future and sharing the information 

with my Parent Engagement students.” 

“As a first-time attendee, I'm fascinated with everything I'll be taking back as a parent and School 

District employee.” 
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Appendix A 
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Appendix B 

 

 


