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Nevada Class Sizes 
and Workforce Needs

Contributing Factors to Optimal Education

This presentation is a summary of  a detailed class size and educator workforce analysis 

completed by Data Insight Partners combined with Nevada Department of  Education data 

regarding Specialized Instructional Support Personnel ratios. 

https://doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Boards_Commissions_Councils/State_Board_of_Education/2021/January/2021-01-21NevadaClassSizesAComprehensiveReviewnotADA.pdf
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Does Nevada have an education 
system worth investing in?
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investing in
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What we know
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What we don’t know
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Context – Las Vegas Sun
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Context - LVRJ
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Context – RG-J
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What class sizes are Nevada’s 
students experiencing?
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Recommended class sizes
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NV students
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374,424



Commission 
ON

School Funding20

Commission 
ON

School Funding

Where are we on class sizes? 
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How many teachers would we 
need to reduce class sizes?
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Teachers Needed
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Per-pupil expenditures map
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National student-teacher ratios
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Nevada needs more teachers
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Do students in NV have equitable 
access to teachers?
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1 -3 grade classroom experience
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Plotted by race/ethnicity
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Secondary core subject classroom



Commission 
ON

School Funding

Is classroom experience associated 
with disparate student outcomes?
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Star ratings plotted
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Should it be surprising? 
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What research says about class size
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What research says cont’d
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Equity, Access & Class Size



Commission 
ON

School Funding

What obstacles prevent equitable 
access to teachers for all students? 
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Obstacles – Educator Pipeline
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Obstacles – Staffing Ratios
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Obstacles – Staffing Ratios 2
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Obstacles – Teacher Retention
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Specialized Instructional Support 
Personnel

NON-BINDING RATIOS AS RECOMMENDED BY THE STATE 
BOARD OF EDUCATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SENATE 
BILL 89 (2019)
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Senate Bill 89 (2019)

“The State Board of  Education shall develop non-binding recommendations for the 

ratio of  pupils to specialized instructional support personnel (SISP) in this State for 

kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive.” (SB 89, Section 7).

The recommendations must:

◦ Prescribe a suggested ratio of  pupils in grades K-12 per each type of  SISP;

◦ Be based on evidence-based national standards; and

◦ Take into account the unique needs of  certain pupils, including English learners.
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Specialized Instructional Support 
Personnel (SISP)

NRS 388.890: “’Specialized instructional support personnel’ includes persons employed by each 

school to provide necessary services such as assessment, diagnosis, counseling, educational services, 

therapeutic services and related services, as defined in 20 U.S.C. § 1401(26), to pupils.”

SISP include:

(1) A school counselor;

(2) A school psychologist;

(3) A school social worker;

(4) A school nurse;

(5) A speech-language pathologist;

(6) A school library media specialist; and

(7) Any other qualified professional.
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Evidence-
Based 

National 
Standards

Most national associations for Specialized 

Instructional Support Personnel publish 

recommended ratios; however, there is no single 

federal entity that collects data on existing or 

formally adopted ratios

Most ratios are per pupil, while others are per 

school building or per capita of  the general 

population

There is no formal definition of  “other qualified 

professional” (federal or state)
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Best Practice 
Recommended 

Ratios

The following ratios represent national best practice 

recommendations for each category of  Specialized 

Instructional Support Personnel:

◦ for School Counselors, one per 250 pupils

◦ for School Psychologists, one per 500-700 pupils

◦ for School Social Workers, one per 250 pupils

◦ for School Nurses, one per 750 pupils

◦ for School Library Media Specialists, one per school

Please note that there are no best practice 

recommendations for ratios of  Speech-Language 

Pathologists per student or school population, as those 

services are provided on an as-needed basis.
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Projected Staffing Needs

53

Specialized Instructional 

Support Personnel

Current Staffing 

Levels 

(statewide)

Number of  professionals needed 

based on best practice ratios and 

student enrollment 

(2018-19 school year)

School Counselors 951 1,948

School Psychologists 239 978

School Social Workers 375 1,948

School Nurses 297 656

Speech-Language 

Pathologist
482 N/A

School Library Media 

Specialist
269 752
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Average Starting Pay
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Specialized Instructional 

Support Personnel

Average Annual Starting Pay 

(Salary + Benefits)

School Counselors $74,471

School Psychologists $76,575

School Social Workers $62,294

School Nurses $64,178

Speech-Language Pathologist $64,583

School Library Media Specialist $41,430
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Projected Funding Needs
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Specialized Instructional 

Support Personnel

Funding needed to meet nationally 

recommended best practice ratios

School Counselors $60,992,035.00

School Psychologists $49,697,148.00

School Social Workers $86,900,347.00

School Nurses $19,124,913.00

Speech-Language Pathologist N/A

School Library Media Specialist $17,400,765.00

TOTAL FUNDING NEEDED $234,115,208.00
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Optimal Teacher Workforce

The Commission may identify adequate and/or optimal class sizes based on any of  

the options below as presented by Data Insight Partners: 

Options Teachers Needed Annual Cost Estimate*

Improve core class sizes 3,000+ $260 million

Meet national system-wide 

student-teacher ratios

9,800+ $800 million

Lead the nation in student-

teacher ratios

23,000+ $2.0 billion*

*Estimates do not account for other costs associated with decreased class-size ratios, which may 

include the need for more physical space, instructional materials, etc.
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Optimal SISP Workforce

The Commission may identify adequate and/or optimal SISP ratios at State Board 

of  Education recommended levels, which are based on national standards:

Specialized 

Instructional 

Support Personnel

Current 

Staffing 

Levels 

(statewide)

Number of  professionals 

needed based on best practice 

ratios and student enrollment 

(2018-19 school year)

Funding needed to meet 

nationally recommended best 

practice ratios*

School Counselors 951 1,948 $60,992,035.00

School Psychologists 239 978 $49,697,148.00

School Social Workers 375 1,948 $86,900,347.00

School Nurses 297 656 $19,124,913.00

Speech-Language 

Pathologist
482 N/A N/A

School Library Media 

Specialist
269 752 $17,400,765.00

*Estimates do not account for 

other costs associated with 

decreased class-size ratios, 

which may include the need 

for more physical space, 

instructional materials, etc.
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https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/Press%20releases/ASCA-Student-to-SC-Ratios-Press-Release-5_2019.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a56b9aa017db276cd76b240/t/5df3c92beeaf93748a360d20/1576257837034/Ratios17-18.pdf
https://www.nasponline.org/standards-and-certification/nasp-practice-model/nasp-practice-model-implementation-guide
https://aab82939-3e7b-497d-8f30-a85373757e29.filesusr.com/ugd/426a18_98b3a541b65d484090f2fe4e327830e2.pdf
https://www.nasn.org/advocacy/professional-practice-documents/position-statements/ps-workload
https://www.asha.org/uploadedFiles/Supply-Demand-SLP.pdf
https://www.nea.org/assets/docs/Trends%20in%20School%20Library%20Media%20Centers%20Full%20Report.pdf
http://nasisp.org/issues-advocacy/student-health/
http://nasisp.org/issues-advocacy/school-climate-safety/
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