
ESSA Financial Transparency

Dr. Patrick Bell, Education Programs Supervisor
Gabrielle Lamarre, Esq., Education Programs Supervisor

Stefani Hogan, M.S., Management Analyst

State Board of Education Meeting
March 12, 2020

1



2

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires State Report Cards to 
include per pupil expenditure data beginning with FY19 and reported 
no later than June 30, 2020.  
Reference: (34 C.F.R. §§ 200.30(c) and 200.31(e))

“The per-pupil expenditures of Federal, State, and local funds,
including actual personnel expenditures and actual nonpersonnel
expenditures of Federal, State, and local funds, disaggregated by
source of funds, for each local educational agency and each school
in the State for the preceding fiscal year.”

Reference: ESEA §1111(h)(1)(C)(x), (h)(2)(C)

What is the Financial Transparency Requirement?
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Financial Data Currently on Nevada Report Card



Reporting Categories

Average Per Pupil Expenditures are currently reported at the school level in 
the Nevada Report Card as per NRS 385A.

– Data is reported based on audited financial information at the trial balance level 
provided directly by districts and charter schools from their accounting systems

– It is then collected, analyzed, and curated to report consistently and uniformly at the 
state, district, and school level by third-party vendor (with patented system for school 
spending analysis).

– Expenditures are reported in four functional areas (instruction, instructional support, 
operations and leadership)

– Consistent application of allocation methodologies and exclusions
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Current NV Report Card Fiscal Reporting 
(School Year 2003-2004 to Present)
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Current Fiscal Reporting 
(School Year 2003-2004 to Present)



ESSA Financial Reporting
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ESSA Financial Reporting - Continued
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ESSA Financial Reporting – Continued 
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ESSA Financial Reporting Options
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This Table Displays Total Per Pupil, Federal Per Pupil, State/Local Per Pupil by State, 
District, and School Level

Data in tables is sample data for display purposes and does not represent actual State, District, or School per pupil 
expenditures 



Implementation Challenges
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• Facilitating alignment with Nevada’s chart of accounts coding 
structure

• Collecting aligned fiscal reporting data from LEAs and charter 
schools

• Developing, displaying, and visualizing school level fiscal  
expenditure data

• Developing understanding in local communities about what this 
data does and does not mean



Implementation Benefits
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• Transparency (per pupil expenditures by state, district, and 
school)

• Provides data for more equitable and accountable local decision 
making

• Comparison of best practices and opportunities for improvements

• Meets federal compliance measures



Collaboration and Consultation
• Established Nevada Department of Education ESSA Financial Transparency 

Workgroup with members from cross-functional areas to facilitate compliance, 
communication, technical expertise, and stakeholder engagement

• Collaborated with National Financial Transparency Working Group (FiTWiG) 
coordinated through the Edunomics Lab at Georgetown University providing 
collaboration, consultation, best practices and learning from other state 
implementations  

• Arranged for a national expert, Dr. Marguerite Roza, director of Georgetown’s 
Edunomics Lab, to speak at advisory committee meeting

• Engaged stakeholders (district, community, and elected representatives) through 
Financial Transparency Data Visualization Committee to offer diverse perspectives 
about how to display per pupil expenditure data

• Met with practitioners (LEAs and charter schools) to train them on the NDE Chart 
of Accounts compliance and define the minimum acceptable trial balance 
requirements to fulfill FY19 ESSA reporting
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Transparency and the Pupil-Centered Funding Plan
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2003 – Present: Nevada Report Card Financial Reporting

2020: ESSA Financial Transparency Reporting

2022 – Future: 
Implementation of the 
Pupil-Centered Funding 
Plan 

2019: Senate Bill 543 / Pupil-Centered Funding 
Plan Development
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What are the next steps for Nevada?
Development

• Working with vendor (eMetric) to develop more interactive graphic 
and comparison enhancements to the Fiscal tab on the Nevada 
Report Card portal 

Data Visualization Committee  
• NDE anticipate reconvening the committee one additional time before 

the enhanced reporting takes place

Reporting Timeline
• Basic reporting which is the minimum compliance requirement will take 

place Spring 2020
• Enhanced reporting which includes the data visualizations will take 

place on/before September 15, 2020



16

From the landing page, www.nevadareportcard.nv.gov,  you may choose to view data for the 
State, a district, or a school.

• For instance, click State Data to view information specific to the State of Nevada for the 
current year (prior year data can be selected from the dashboard). To view information 
specific to a school or district, select a district and/or school name from the drop-down 
menu and click Go. Use the year drop-down to view data for districts and schools for prior 
years.

• After selecting State, a district, or a school, the page will refresh showing a dashboard
with high level information about the selected entity. 

• At a Glance provides a dashboard view summarizing important data for the selected 
entity. The Data Details section provides comparison or trend data for each applicable 
data set for the selected entity.  Access Data Details by selecting an icon from the 
Dashboard or clicking on the Data Details link. 

How to Access Fiscal Data on the  Nevada Report Card
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• Next, click on Fiscal. The default view is the “Total Expenditures Per Pupil” visual. By 
clicking on “click here to view a more detailed report”, users can access a tabular 
presentation.  

Accessing Fiscal Data on the  Nevada Report Card
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• In the tabular view, user can select from the “Fiscal Information” tab reporting 
categories of the report: 

Accessing Per Pupil Expenditures on the  Nevada Report Card



An example of a data analysis from the Nevada Report Card
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Financial Transparency Resources and Links
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• US Department of Education (US ED) ESSA Resource Page  https://www.ed.gov/ESSA

• US ED ESSA State and Local Report Cards Non-Regulatory Informational Document 
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/report-card-guidance-final.pdf

• National Financial Transparency Working Group (FiTWiG) (https://edunomicslab.org/our-
research/financial-transparency/ ) 

• NV Consolidated State Plan under ESSA  
http://www.doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Boards_Commissions_Councils/ESSA_Adv_
Group/NevadaSubmittedConsolidatedPlanFinal.pdf

• NV Report Card http://www.nevadareportcard.com/di/

• SchoolNomics (vendor providing financial data for Nv Report Card)  
https://www.edmin.com/schoolnomics/insite-school-finance-analysis

• NV Standardized Chart of Accounts  http://www.doe.nv.gov/Business_and_Support_Svcs/

• NDE ESSA Financial Transparency Workgroup and Data Visualization Advisory Group 
(http://www.doe.nv.gov/Boards_Commissions_Councils/ESSAWorkGroup/Financial_Transparency/) 

https://www.ed.gov/ESSA
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/report-card-guidance-final.pdf
https://edunomicslab.org/our-research/financial-transparency/
http://www.doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Boards_Commissions_Councils/ESSA_Adv_Group/NevadaSubmittedConsolidatedPlanFinal.pdf
http://www.nevadareportcard.com/di/
https://www.edmin.com/schoolnomics/insite-school-finance-analysis
http://www.doe.nv.gov/Business_and_Support_Svcs/
http://www.doe.nv.gov/Boards_Commissions_Councils/ESSAWorkGroup/Financial_Transparency/


Questions?
Office of Assessment, Data, and Accountability Management
• Dr. Patrick Bell, Education Programs Supervisor:  pbell@doe.nv.gov
• Dr. Gunes Kaplan, Educations Programs Professional: gkaplan@doe.nv.gov

Office of District Support
• Stefani Hogan, Management Analyst: skhogan@doe.nv.gov
• M. Lynn Hoffman, Administrative Services Officer, District Support: lhoffman@doe.nv.gov

Office of Student and School Supports
• Gabby Lamarre,  Esq., Education Programs Supervisor: glamarre@doe.nv.gov
• Maria Sauter, Education Programs Supervisor: msauter@doe.nv.gov
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