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Proficiency 
Proficiency is a minimum achievement level students must obtain in a
content area as determined by Nevada educators, content experts,
stakeholders, and parents. In Nevada the minimum level for proficiency
is Level 3. 
• Level 1 – The student has not met the achievement standard and 

needs substantial improvement to demonstrate the knowledge and
skills needed for likely success in future coursework. 

• Level 2 – The student has nearly met the achievement standard and
may require further development to demonstrate the knowledge 
and skills needed for likely success in future coursework 

• Level 3 – The student has met the achievement standard and 
demonstrates progress toward mastery of the knowledge and skills
needed for likely success in future coursework. 

• Level 4 – The student has exceeded the achievement standard and 
demonstrates advanced progress toward mastery of the knowledge 
and skills needed for likely success in future coursework. 
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Smarter Balanced 
• Grades 3-8 
• Administered to meet state and federal 

reporting laws. 
• The assessments are aligned with the Nevada 

Academic Content Standards in ELA and 
Mathematics. 

• Assessments are administered at schools once 
a year as a computer-based test in a 
computer-adaptive format. 
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Nevada Smarter Balanced Results 
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Smarter Balanced Statewide Proficiency Rates 
by Content Area 
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State SBAC ELA Proficiency Trend – 
by Ethnicity/Race 
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State SBAC ELA Proficiency Trend – 
by Populations 

8 



     
     

 

% of the total subgroup population in each quartile 
Grade 3 – SBAC ELA - by Ethnicity/Race 
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% of the total subgroup population in each quartile 
Grade 3 – SBAC ELA - by Special Populations 
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% of the total subgroup population in each quartile 
Grade 4 – SBAC ELA - by Ethnicity/Race 
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% of the total subgroup population in each quartile 
Grade 4 – SBAC ELA - by Special Populations 

12 



  
 

 

% of the total subgroup population in 
each quartile 
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% of the total subgroup population in each quartile 
Grade 5 – SBAC ELA - by Special Populations 
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% of the total subgroup population in each quartile 
Grade 6 – SBAC ELA - by Ethnicity/Race 
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% of the total subgroup population in each quartile 
Grade 6 – SBAC ELA - by Special Populations 
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% of the total subgroup population in each quartile 
Grade 7 – SBAC ELA - by Ethnicity/Race 
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% of the total subgroup population in each quartile 
Grade 7 – SBAC ELA - by Special Populations 
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% of the total subgroup population in each quartile 
Grade 8 – SBAC ELA - by Ethnicity/Race 
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% of the total subgroup population in each quartile 
Grade 8 – SBAC ELA - by Special Populations 
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Nevada ACT Results 
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ACT 
At the June 19, 2018 meeting the Nevada State Board of Educat ion adopted cut scores recommended by 

the Standard Setting Committee and approved by t he Academic Standards Council with Levels 3 and 4 

being proficient . 

ACT Performance Level Descriptors 
Level 1 Level2 Level3 Level4 

Student demonstrates St udent demonst rates student demonstrates Student demonstrates 
minimal underst and ing partial understand ing adequate advanced 
of and t he ability to of and the ability to understanding of and understanding of and 
apply knowledge and apply knowledge and t he ability to apply t he abil ity to apply 
skil ls associated wit h skills associated with knowledge and skills knowledge and ski lls 
college and career college and career associated wit h college associated wit h college 
read iness. readi ness. and career readi ness. and career readiness. 

Student needs St udent needs student meets the Student exceeds the 
subst ant ial support to addit ional support to Nevada college and Nevada college and 
meet the Nevada meet t he Nevada career readiness career readiness 

college and career college and career standard. st andard. 
read iness standard. readiness standard. 

ACT Proficiency Cut Scores 
Test Level I Level2 Level3 Level 4 
ELA 2-11 12·16 17-23 24-36 

Mathematics 1-14 15·19 20-25 26-36 

Non-Proficient Non-Proficient Proficient Proficient 

>!c•·;,1d,1 DepMlmt~nl 

fl ; m,;;,";~/ 

ACT Proficiency 
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ACT ELA Proficiency Trends – by Ethnicity/Race 
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ACT ELA Proficiency Trends – by Student Group 
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% of the total subgroup population in each quartile 
Grade 11 – ACT ELA - by Ethnicity/Race 
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% of the total subgroup population in each quartile 
Grade 11 – ACT ELA - by Special Populations 
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NV ACT ELA/Math Proficiency 
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Peter Zutz 
Nevada Department of Education 

ADAM Office 
pzutz@doe.nv.gov 

775-687-9166 

For more data, please visit: 
http://nevadareportcard.com 
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