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Nevada's Read by Grade 3 Program 
+ Purpose: To improve student achievement by ensuring that all Nevada public and 

charter school elementary students read proficiently by the end of grade 3 

+ Partnership: The NDE-NWEA partnership began in 2017, and includes administering the 
MAP Growth assessment to public and charter school students in grades K-3: 

‒ Kindergarten: winter and spring 

‒ Grade 1-3: fall, winter and spring 

+ Focus: 40th percentile and below on the MAP Growth reading assessment has been 
identified as the indicator which generates support for students reading below grade level 

‒ Data presented here can be used to understand the state of achievement across NV 
and identify areas where further support may be needed. 



    

       

           
   

    

         
  

  MAP Growth Overview 

NWEA MAP Growth assessments: 

• Interim assessment typically administered in fall, winter, and spring 

• Administered to over 12 million K-12 students in public and private schools 
across the country 

• Computer-adaptive test that is grade-level independent 

• Robust set of nationally representative norms to contextualize student 
achievement and growth 



   

    

       
  

 

     
    

Interpretation of Student 
Achievement 

+ Norms are descriptive, not prescriptive 

+ 40th percentile: 

‒ “Achievement greater than 40% of students in 
that same grade/subject/term” 

‒ Below-average achievement 

+ Consistent threshold above which all 
students are able to score 



   

     
 

      
      
       

        
 

Interpretation of Student 
Achievement 

+ What does achievement at the 40th 

percentile indicate? 

+ Based on NWEA’s SBAC linking study, 
a student scoring at the 40th percentile 
in the spring of 3rd grade would be 
projected to score at Level 2 on the 
SBAC test. 



                

    

        

 

  

Students Tested 

• Counts of all student test events in a given grade in the spring of 2022 and 
2023 

• Grades K-3 in Reading only 

• Notably more students tested in 2023 compared to 2022 

Grade Spring ‘22 Spring ‘23 

K 26,900 31,288 

1st 25,729 34,527 

2nd 26,972 32,960 

3rd 28,026 34,228 

Total 107,627 133,003 



  

   

Reading Achievement Data: 

All Students (by Grade) 



   

  

        
      

    
     

  

 
 

     

  

Median Reading Achievement Percentile 

Median Reading Achievement Percentile by Grade 
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Summarizing the Percentage of Students At/Below the 40th Percentile 

+ 40th percentile: 

‒ “Achievement greater than 40% of 
students in that same grade/subject/term” 

+ Over a large enough sample of students, 
we’d expect to see: 

‒ ~40% of students at or below the 40th 

percentile 

‒ ~60% of students above the 40th 

percentile 

40% 

60% 

At/Below 40th Percentile Above 40th Percentile 



 

      

  
  

  

 

  
  

  

        

Percentage of Students At/Below the 40th Percentile – Kindergarten 

Spring 2022 

Number of Students 26,900 
At/Below 40th Percentile 41% 
Above 40th Percentile 59% 

41% 

59% 

At/Below 40th Percentile Above 40th Percentile 

Spring 2023 

Number of Students 
At/Below 40th Percentile 
Above 40th Percentile 

31,288 
39% 
61% 

39% 

61% 

At/Below 40th Percentile Above 40th Percentile 



 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 

      

        

Percentage of Students At/Below the 40th Percentile – 1st Grade 

Spring 2022 

Number of Students 25,729 
At/Below 40th Percentile 46% 
Above 40th Percentile 54% 

46% 

54% 

At/Below 40th Percentile Above 40th Percentile 

Spring 2023 

Number of Students 34,527 
At/Below 40th Percentile 46% 
Above 40th Percentile 54% 

46% 

54% 

At/Below 40th Percentile Above 40th Percentile 
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Percentage of Students At/Below the 40th Percentile – 2nd Grade 

Spring 2022 

Number of Students 26,972 
At/Below 40th Percentile 44% 
Above 40th Percentile 56% 

44% 

56% 

At/Below 40th Percentile Above 40th Percentile 

Spring 2023 

Number of Students 32,960 
At/Below 40th Percentile 46% 
Above 40th Percentile 54% 

46% 

54% 

At/Below 40th Percentile Above 40th Percentile 

11 



 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 

      

        

Percentage of Students At/Below the 40th Percentile – 3rd Grade 

Spring 2022 

Number of Students 28,026 
At/Below 40th Percentile 43% 
Above 40th Percentile 57% 

43% 

57% 

At/Below 40th Percentile Above 40th Percentile 

Spring 2023 

Number of Students 34,228 
At/Below 40th Percentile 45% 
Above 40th Percentile 55% 

45% 

55% 

At/Below 40th Percentile Above 40th Percentile 



  

 

Reading Achievement Data: 

Student Subgroups 



   
 

 

    

 

   

     

Achievement Summarized for 
Students by: 

+ Gender 

+ Race/Ethnicity 

+ Special Programs 

‒ Free & Reduced Price Lunch 

‒ English Learners 

‒ Students with an IEP 

+ Median achievement percentile by student group 



Achievement by Gender 

Median Reading Achievement Percentile by Gender 
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Achievement by Race/Ethnicity 

Median Reading Achievement Percentile by Race/Ethnicity 
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Achievement by Free & Reduced Price Lunch (FRL) Status 
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Achievement by English Learner (EL) Status 

Median Reading Achievement Percentile by EL Status 
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Achievement by Individual Education Plan (IEP) Status 

Median Reading Achievement Percentile by IEP Status 
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Main Takeaways 

+ General trend is a slight decrease in reading 
achievement between spring ‘22 and spring ’23 

+ Corresponds with a significant increase in students 
tested 

+ K trends are notably different: 

‒ Increase in median achievement 

‒ Decrease in the % of students at/below the 40th percentile 



      

  

      

       

        
      

 

    

      
       

       
   

NWEA State Professional Learning and Consulting 
Services 

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING CONSULTING SERVICES 
APPROACH 

• Regular planning with NDE staff • We seek to align to your vision 

• Advising on how to use implementation • We design our work to have meaningful 
science to improve RBG3 (from menu to impact 
program) 

• We strive to improve our design each year 
• Advising on lessons learned from other states in terms of both vision and impact 

and literacy initiatives 



    

 

   

  
  
  

  

   
   

    
 

  
  
  

   
  
  
   

    
 

   

    
 

  
  

   
   

  
 

  

NWEA Adaptations to Improve Impact 

BEFORE 2022 

Fully menu based 
approach 

• NWEA Assessment Topics 
• 10 onsite workshops 
• 10 virtual workshops 
• 4 virtual seminars 

• Science of Reading Topics 
• 2 virtual Literacy 

Summits 

2022-23 

Partial menu / partial 
program approach 

• NWEA Assessment Topics 
• 8 eLearning courses 
• 3 virtual workshops 

• Science of Reading Topics 
• 2 onsite workshops 
• 3 virtual workshops 
• 2 Literacy Leader 

Networks (blend of onsite 
and virtual) 

• 1 virtual Literacy Summit 

2023-24 

Partial menu / partial 
program approach 

• NWEA Assessment Topics 
• 8 eLearning courses 

• Science of Reading Topics 
• Academy for Literacy 

Leadership Innovation 
(ALL-In) Nevada 

• In-person Literacy 
Summit 



  
    

Questions? 

Nate Jensen, Ph.D. 
Vice President, District Research, NWEA 

Nate.Jensen@nwea.org 
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