[bookmark: _heading=h.qcm04xentacp]Working Group 5 – Accountability, Outcome, and Trends
Introduction
As noted in the previous section, Sec. 23, Subsection (f) (7) of Assembly Bill 400 (AB 400) of the 82nd (2023) Session of the Nevada Legislature included language in its bill language directing regarding the need for the Nevada Commission on School Funding (Commission) to make recommendations about the “dissemination of data relating to pupil achievement and financial accountability.” To that end and building upon the Commission’s work to operationalize the New Pupil-Centered Funding Plan (PCFP) Reporting Framework, the Commission also addressed how these this data should be publicly disseminated through a “data portal.” This included reviewing Nevada’s current main data dashboard, the Nevada Report Card, as well as the Nevada Report Card, which is Nevada’s current main data dashboard, and reviewing examples from other states, to identify stages of development for the data portal and establish key priorities in each stage for data presentation.	Comment by Rhea Sharma: Flagging this: it's spelled out in Nancy's edit, but I know we said this will likely be said earlier in the report
[bookmark: _heading=h.genjs7d74u1a]Background
Establishing the nNew PCFP Reporting Framework and identifying the data metrics to be collected and reported are critical first steps for developing the infrastructure to communicate the story of the impact of the PCFP on student achievement, attainment, and engagement to all stakeholders. A full list and discussion of the proposed student achievement and financial accounting measures can be found on pages XXXX of this report. In addition, the collected data needs to be presented publicly in a way that is accessible and easy for a range of stakeholders to understand; a data portal can serve as the primary entry point for stakeholders to access data. Accordingly, the Commission recommends that the New PCFP Reporting Framework be integrated with the current Nevada Report Card Portal, which (1) already serves as the State’s data “hub” and (2) already includes many of the AB 400/Senate Bill 98 (SB 98) metrics. At a later stage, the Nevada Report Card can be developed further to allow users to access a more robust and interactive data portal, or a new data portal can be developed to take the place of the Nevada Report Card. The Commission acknowledged that developing a more robust and interactive data portal would require a significant investment of additional resources beyond those that have been allocated to the Nevada Department of Education (NDE) to support the dissemination of data.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4pmxjha1s3uj]Audiences for the Data Portal
The data portal, in any iteration, is intended to serve all stakeholders, including policymakers, district and charter leaders, the general public, and Commission members. Each group may have different interests related to accessing the data. A few examples of each group’s potential interests are highlighted below:
· General Public: The general public will have a wide- range of interests in the data collected through the New new PCFP Reporting Framework, including a desire to easily understand the “big picture” of student and school progress since implementation of the PCFP, additional context to understand the data, and as well as the ability to view and pull tailored information to meet their particular needs. Examples of the different needs of different public audiences include: 	Comment by Rhea Sharma: They changed our capitalization earlier on this. Make sure the capitalization on "New" is consistent
· Parents who may be interested in seeing how their school’s performance compares to others; 
· Taxpayers who may want to see how their tax money is being spent; 
· Business leaders who may want to understand how the education system is meeting the State’s workforce needs; and 
· Journalists, advocates, and researchers who may want both the key takeaways and the trends, as well as access to more detailed data.
· District and Charter School Leaders: District and charter school leaders may access the data to make informed decisions about which investments to sustain, and they may want to compare performance and spending between schools within their districts and compare these categories with those in other similar districts. They may also want to see performance and spending trends over time to see the impacts of the districts’ investment decisions.
· Policymakers: Policymakers may want to see the impact of budget and policy decisions, including understanding such as what was purchased with PCFP funding and changes in investments over time. Ultimately, they may want to review data that allow them to understand the return on investments (ROI) from the PCFP and the additional state investments.
· Commission Members: Given the Commission’s legislative charge, Commission members will need to access the data collected through the New PCFP Reporting Framework to monitor the impacts of the PCFP and additional funding, and to see trends over time for AB 400/SB 98 metrics.
The examples above are not intended to be exhaustive of all the reasons why stakeholders will want to access data; rather, they highlight the range of different interests that will influence how each audience interacts with the portal, which metrics they may be most interested into finding quickly, and what level of supporting data they may need. As the data portal is refined and /redeveloped, it is important that the portal meets the needs of these varied stakeholder groups.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5ogq2si6zp9l]Priorities for the Stages of Portal Development
The Commission understands that the Nevada Department of Education (NDE) is committed to building their data infrastructure and developing a more robust data portal. The Commission also understands that development of a more robust data portal will take time (and likely require additional resources) and has therefore outlined three stages for development of a refined data portal:
· Stage 1: In the earliest stage (fall 2024), a PDF copy of the Annual Performance Report will be posted on NDE’s website.
· Stage 2: The next stage will include modifications to the existing Nevada Report Card, including adding any AB 400/SB 98 metrics not currently available on the Nevada Report Card and adjusting the format of how data are presented to the degree possible and /practical.
· Stage 3: The final stage involves NDE hiring a third-party vendor to create a new, dynamic, interactive, and integrated data portal that can replace or substantially enhance the current functionality for data visualization on the Nevada Report Card. Again, the Commission acknowledges that the development of a new data portal will require additional investment.
Within the latter two stages, the Commission identified key priorities for how data should be presented, which are described in greater detail below.
[bookmark: _heading=h.320auw3jo1qf]Modifying the Nevada Report Card
Currently, the Nevada Report Card, also known as the Nevada Accountability Portal, includes many of the adopted AB 400/SB 98 metrics, including data on: 
· English language arts (ELA), math, and science standardized test scores;
· Ninth grade credit sufficiency;
· Dropout rates;
· Graduation rates;
· Chronic absenteeism rates;
· The number of violent acts committed by pupils and disciplinary actions taken in response; and 
· Per pupil expenditures by local education agency (LEA) and school. 
All other adopted metrics in the New PCFP Reporting Framework will need to be added to the Nevada 
Report Card when it is modified. A full list and discussion of these metrics can be found on pages XX of the 2024 Nevada Commission on School Funding Final Report submitted to the Nevada Legislatureied.
Some potential modifications to the format of the Nevada Report Card include: (1) consolidating data into tabs aligned with the New PCFP Reporting Framework (these tabs would include Student Achievement, Student Attainment, Student Engagement, Staffing, and Use of Funding) and (2) highlighting trends over time for each metric through data visualizations. Given the breadth of data available, it will be important that data visualizations highlight the key takeaways for each metric, including how this metric has changed over time. Supplemental data can then be available for users to download. The Nevada Report Card is currently structured this way –– with data included on the portal and links to view and download more detailed information.
The Commission also recommends that the data portal:
· Is easy to update and fits into the capabilities of NDE;
· Presents data in a way that is clear, intuitive, and user-friendly;
· Includes needed information on how to interpret data;
· Aligns with the New PCFP Reporting Framework and incorporates all additional AB 400/SB 98 metrics not currently included in the Nevada Report Card;
· Has for all data metrics, new and existing, at least one data visualization (chart or graph) that, if possible, incorporates three or more years of data to show trends;
· Allows users to compare data across student groups, between schools, between districts, and between district and statewide averages;
· Allows, for financial and full-time equivalent (FTE) metrics, for comparisons of funding by source (base, weighted funding categories); and
· Continues to allow users to access and download more detailed data for existing metrics and new metrics.
Developing a New or Enhanced Data Portal
The Commission recommends that when work begins to develop a new data portal or to substantially expand the capabilities of the existing data portal, the plan for the new or expanded portal ensures that it will not only meet all of the priorities and needs described in the previous stage but also build upon them by being more dynamic, interactive, and integrated.
Currently, the Nevada Report Card allows users to select which data they choose to download or view; however, a more robust portal is needed to allow for greater user interaction. For example, currently the Nevada Report Card includes static data visualizations (i.e., a single graph to display a metric), but a more dynamic data portal could allow the user to select which data to display (e.g., ELA proficiency) for a particular student group (e.g., by race or gender) in a data visualization based on their selections. As such, the Commission recommends that the new data portal have a more interactive interface with more dynamic data visualization capabilitiess that are more dynamic, including (1) cross-data element visualizations (including finance data presented in relationship to student outcomes [ROI comparison]) and (2) data visualizations that update based on user selections.
The Commission recommends that this data portal also be linked to a statewide data system both for ease of updating and ensuring data are up to date and to reduce the reporting burden for districts and the administrative burden for NDE.
[bookmark: _heading=h.p7zvnjqmvbkl]Next Steps
The Commission expects to have continued discussions about the development of the data portal and anticipates having additional recommendations as the State modifies the current Nevada Report Card. The Commission also hopes to have some engagement with the third-party vendor, including providing specific recommendations for the layout and individual data visualizations. The Commission will continue to work with NDE and the Nevada Legislature to identify resources that will support the development of an integrated data portal. As such, this set of recommendations is intended as the first phase of an iterative process. 
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