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Introduction

This handbook is designed to guide Nevada school and district staff, such as Title I directors/coordinators and
family engagement coordinators, through the process of developing and maintaining an effective Title | Parent
and Family Engagement Program. This handbook will explain and clarify the parent and family engagement
provisions and requirements under Title I, Part A, Section 1116 and Section 1112 of The Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA).

Over fifty years of research confirms that family engagement in a child's education matters. Many studies have
found that, across income and background, effective family engagement leads to:
e higher grades and test scores;
enrollment in advanced programs;
improvement in school attendance;
better social-emotional skills;
increased graduation rates; and
higher college persistence rates.

Day-to-day effective family engagement practices and strategies that support learning at home, at school, and
after school are instrumental in improving student outcomes.

While this handbook is based on interpretations of ESSA, the regulations and the guidance issued by the U.S.
Department of Education (ED) and the examples and templates included in this handbook are not intended to be
applicable to every situation. These examples are not official templates and, if used, should be adapted to
specific school and district requirements. Prior to using them, the Nevada Department of Education
(Department) strongly urges that the samples and templates be carefully reviewed for their applicability to the
specific facts of the school or the district’s situation.
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Handbook Sections

This handbook is organized into five main sections to provide a comprehensive overview of Title | parent and family
engagement regulations, as well as effective family engagement resources to assist schools and districts in strengthening
their Title | parent and family engagement programs.

Section One
Title I, Part A Overview
This section provides an overview of the strong focus that the ESSA has on parent and family engagement. Included in
this section:
e Purpose of Title |
e Federal Definitions
e General SEA Responsibilities Under the ESSA
e A comparison of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, Title I, Part A (ESEA), and the ESSA, Title I,
Part A

Input

This section provides Title | schools and districts with a guide for meaningful consultation with families. Included in this
section:

Summary of Evaluation Methods

Annual Title | Parent and Family Engagement Evaluation

Title | Parent and Family Engagement Budget Survey Sample

Assessing the Findings of the Annual Title | Parent and Family Engagement Evaluation

Section Three
Policies
This section provides examples and templates to help schools and districts implement the required provisions of Title |
parent and family engagement law, as well as enhance their family engagement programs. Included in this section:
e Local Educational Agency (LEA) Parent and Family Engagement Policy Guide
e LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy Traditional Template and Innovative Example
e School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Guide
e School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Traditional Template and Innovative Example

Section Four
Compacts
This section provides Title | schools and districts with a guide of specific criteria to assist them in understanding and
meeting Title | School-Parent/Family Compact requirements. Included in this section:
o School-Parent/Family Compact Guide
e School-Parent/Family Compact Traditional Template and Innovative Example

Building Capacity
This section provides a crosswalk of the PTA National Standards for Family-School Partnerships and the ESSA, Title I,
Part A, Section 1116(e). Also included in this section:

e A graphic of the Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships
Section Six

Annual Title I Parent Meeting
This section provides templates for conducting the Annual Title | Parent Meeting to disseminate information.
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Section One

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Title I, Part A
Overview

This section provides an overview of the strong focus that ESSA has on family engagement. Included in this
section:

Purpose of Title I (p.8)

Federal Definitions (p. 9)

Nevada Definition for Family Engagement (p.10)

General State Educational Agency (SEA) Responsibilities Under ESSA (p. 11)

Office of Student and School Supports and Office of Parental Involvement and Family Engagement (p.
12)

The Every Student Succeeds Act, Title I, Part A, Section 1116 (p. 13)

The Every Student Succeeds Act, Title I, Part A, Section 1112 (p. 18)
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Purpose of Title |

Title I, Part A is a federally funded program under ESSA. The purpose of Title | under ESSA is to ensure that
all children have a fair, equitable, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality education and reach, at a
minimum, proficiency on challenging state academic achievement standards and state academic assessments.
While ESSA has many requirements, there is a strong focus throughout the law on parent and family
engagement, particularly as it relates to:

e Ensuring that high-quality academic assessments, accountability systems, teacher preparation and
training, curriculum, and instructional materials are aligned with challenging state academic standards so
that students, teachers, families, and administrators can measure progress against common expectations
for student academic achievement.

e Affording families substantial, authentic, and meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of
their child.
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Federal Definitions

The purpose of parent and family engagement under ESSA, Title I, Part A is to promote active engagement
among local educational agencies (LEA), administrators, school staff, families, family engagement coordinators
or family liaisons, community leaders, and other stakeholders to work together to improve student achievement
and academic success. LEAs must ensure that strong strategies are in place to:

e Build capacity to engage families and the community in an effective partnership with the school.
e Share and support high student academic achievement.

Parental involvement, more commonly referred to now as family engagement, has been a vital component of
Title I in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) since it became law in 1965. However, the term
itself had never been defined until the 2001 reauthorization of the ESEA when it was amended by the No Child
Left Behind (NCLB) Act. This amendment clarified the term parental involvement, as well as lawfully
established that parents are key stakeholders in their child’s education.

The definition of parental involvement can be found in ESSA, Section 8101(39) and states:

The term “parental involvement” means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful
communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring —

that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;

o that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s school;
that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-
making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child; and

o the carrying out of other activities, such as those described in Section 1116.
This definition of parental involvement sets the parameters, in conjunction with other sections of ESSA, by
which State Educational Agencies (SEA), LEAs, and schools must implement the policies, programs, and
procedures to involve parents in Title I, Part A programs (ED, 2004)
The definition of parent can be found in ESSA, Section 8101(38) and states:

The term “parent” includes a legal guardian or other person standing in loco parentis (such as a grandparent
or stepparent with whom the child lives, or a person who is legally responsible for the child’s welfare).
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Nevada Definition for Family Engagement

During the summer of 2019, the Department engaged hundreds of stakeholders to help develop Nevada’s
definition for family engagement. Over 400 hundred people shared their thoughts on what family engagement
means to them and what Nevada’s definition should include. This included thoughts and ideas from families
and educators. The Department then took all of the stakeholder feedback and crafted a common statewide
definition.

Moving forward, Nevada defines family engagement as...
a shared responsibility between schools, families, and communities where all receive equitable access to tools

and supports needed to successfully work together toward the development of children and youth for college,
career, and lifelong learning.
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General State Educational Agency (SEA) Responsibilities

Under ESSA

ESSA requires SEAs to engage families in the development of their plans for implementing federal law. The
Department’s ESSA plan was approved in August 2017 by the U.S. Department of Education.

ESSA allows SEAs to use the funds they reserve for the administration of Title I, Part A programs to meet their
family engagement responsibilities.

Such family engagement responsibilities fall into three general categories:

1) Collecting and disseminating information to LEAs and schools regarding effective family engagement
practices.

2) Providing technical assistance to, and monitoring family engagement policies and practices of LEAs and
schools.

3) Providing notice and information to families regarding the education of their children

SEAs must ensure that LEASs and schools are made aware of effective family engagement practices. ESSA,
Section 1111(g)(2)(F) states:

Each state plan shall describe how the SEA will support the collection and dissemination to LEAs and schools
of effective parent and family engagement strategies including those included in the parent and family
engagement policy under section 1116.

Thus, it is the responsibility of SEAs to ensure that LEAs and schools are kept abreast of effective family
engagement practices to increase the academic achievement of students and to lower existing barriers to family
engagement.

In implementing family engagement programs, activities, and procedures, SEAs, LEAs, and schools must
comply with federal civil rights laws. Thus, SEAs, LEAs, and schools may not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, disability, or age, consistent with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of
the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title 11 of the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975.
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Office of Student and School Supports and Office of

Parental Involvement and Family Engagement

The Department’s Office of Student and School Supports offers an array of programs, and works in partnership
with schools and districts to support and improve teaching and learning to help students achieve in a safe and
academically challenging environment.

These efforts include:

« Offering programs and grants to assist districts and schools with helping students achieve their fullest
potential.

Providing guidance to schools to understand requirements of specific programs.

Assisting schools and districts in creating safe and healthy school climates.

Supporting districts and schools with guidance on English Language Learners.

Collaborating with districts and schools about their programs ensuring that instructional practices are
evidence-based, data driven, and effective.

To learn more about the Department’s Office of Student and School Supports, please visit the Office’s
webpage.

The Department’s Office of Parental Involvement and Family Engagement was established in 2012 to actively
promote and support the participation and engagement of parents, families, and the community in a child’s
education.

These efforts include:

Sharing with schools and districts family engagement best practices and grants.

Assisting schools and districts with incorporating family engagement best practice and strategies.
Supporting the Advisory Council for Family Engagement to carry out its duties.

Reviewing and evaluating family engagement programs and policies.

Planning and implementing Nevada's Family Engagement Summit.

To learn more about the Department’s Office of Parental Involvement and Family Engagement, please visit the
Office’s webpage.
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The Every Student Succeeds Act

Title I, Part A, Section 1116

| The following is text from ESSA, Title I, Part A. To read the full text of ESSA, please visit the ED website.

SEC. 1116. [20 U.S.C. 6318] PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT.
(a) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY POLICY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A local educational agency may receive funds under this part only if such agency conducts
outreach to all parents and family members and implements programs, activities, and procedures for the involvement of
parents and family members in programs assisted under this part consistent with this section. Such programs, activities,
and procedures shall be planned and implemented with meaningful consultation with parents of participating children.

(2) WRITTEN POLICY.—Each local educational agency that receives funds under this part shall develop jointly
with, agree on with, and distribute to parents and family members of participating children a written parent and family
engagement policy. The policy shall be incorporated into the local educational agency’s plan developed under Section
1112, establish the agency’s expectations and objectives for meaningful parent and family involvement, and describe how
the agency will—

(A) involve parents and family members in jointly developing the local educational agency plan under section
1112, and the development of support and improvement plans under paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 1111(d).

(B) provide the coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to assist and build the capacity
of all participating schools within the local educational agency in planning and implementing effective parent and
family involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance, which may include
meaningful consultation with employers, business leaders, and philanthropic organizations, or individuals with
expertise in effectively engaging parents and family members in education;

(C) coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement strategies under this part with parent and family
engagement strategies, to the extent feasible and appropriate, with other relevant Federal, State, and local laws and
programs;

(D) conduct, with the meaningful involvement of parents and family members, an annual evaluation of the
content and effectiveness of the parent and family engagement policy in improving the academic quality of all schools
served under this part, including identifying—

(i) barriers to greater participation by parents in activities authorized by this section (with particular
attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have
limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background);

(i) the needs of parents and family members to assist with the learning of their children, including
engaging with school personnel and teachers; and

(iii) strategies to support successful school and family interactions;

(E) use the findings of such evaluation in subparagraph (D) to design evidence-based strategies for more
effective parental involvement, and to revise, if necessary, the parent and family engagement policies described in this
section; and

(F) involve parents in the activities of the schools served under this part, which may include establishing a

parent advisory board comprised of a sufficient number and representative group of parents or family members served
by the local educational agency to adequately represent the needs of the population served by such agency for the
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purposes of developing, revising, and reviewing the parent and family engagement policy.
(3) RESERVATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency shall reserve at least 1 percent of its allocation under
subpart 2 to assist schools to carry out the activities described in this section, except that this subparagraph shall not
apply if 1 percent of such agency’s allocation under subpart, 2 for the fiscal year for which the determination is made
is $5,000 or less. Nothing in this subparagraph shall be construed to limit local educational agencies from reserving
more than 1 percent of its allocation under subpart 2 to assist schools to carry out activities described in this section.

(B) PARENT AND FAMILY MEMBER INPUT. —Parents and family members of children receiving
services under this part shall be involved in the decisions regarding how funds reserved under subparagraph (A) are
allotted for parental involvement activities.

(C) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—Not less than 90 percent of the funds reserved under subparagraph (A)
shall be distributed to schools served under this part with priority given to high-need schools.

(D) USE OF FUNDS.—Funds reserved under subparagraph (A) by a local educational agency shall be used
to carry out activities and strategies consistent with the local educational agency’s parent and family engagement
policy, including not less than 1 of the following:

(i) Supporting schools and nonprofit organizations in providing professional development for local
educational agency and school personnel regarding parent and family engagement strategies, which may be
provided jointly to teachers, principals, other school leaders, specialized instructional support personnel,
paraprofessionals, early childhood educators, and parents and family members.

(i) Supporting programs that reach parents and family members at home, in the community, and at
school.

(iii) Disseminating information on best practices focused on parent and family engagement,
especially best practices for increasing the engagement of economically disadvantaged parents and family
members.

(iv) Collaborating, or providing subgrants to schools to enable such schools to collaborate, with
community-based or other organizations or employers with a record of success in improving and increasing
parent and family engagement.

(v) Engaging in any other activities and strategies that the local educational agency determines are
appropriate and consistent with such agency’s parent and family engagement policy.

(b) SCHOOL PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMANT POLICY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each school served under this part shall jointly develop with, and distribute to, parents and
family members of participating children a written parent and family engagement policy, agreed on by such parents, that
shall describe the means for carrying out the requirements of Subsections (c) through (f). Parents shall be notified of the
policy in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language the parents can
understand. Such policy shall be made available to the local community and updated periodically to meet the changing
needs of parents and the school.

(2) SPECIAL RULE.—If the school has a parent and family engagement policy that applies to all parents and family
members, such school may amend that policy, if necessary, to meet the requirements of this subsection.

(3) AMENDMENT.—If the local educational agency involved has a school district-level parent and family

engagement policy that applies to all parents and family members in all schools served by the local educational agency,
such agency may amend that policy, if necessary, to meet the requirements of this subsection.
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(4) PARENTAL COMMENTS.—If the plan under Section 1112 is not satisfactory to the parents of participating
children, the local educational agency shall submit any parent comments with such plan when such local educational
agency submits the plan to the State.

(c) POLICY INVOLVEMENT.—Each school served under this part shall—

(1) convene an annual meeting at a convenient time, to which all parents of participating children shall be invited and
encouraged to attend, to inform parents of their school’s participation under this part and to explain the requirements of
this part and the right of the parents to be involved.

(2) offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may provide, with funds
provided under this part, transportation, child care, or home visits, as such services relate to parental involvement.

(3) involve parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely way with the planning, review, and improvement of
programs under this part, including the planning, review, and improvement of the school parent and family engagement
policy and the joint development of the schoolwide program plan under Section 1114(b), except if a school has in-place a
process for involving parents in the joint planning and design of the school’s programs, the school may use that process, if
such process includes an adequate representation of parents of participating children.

(4) provide parents of participating children—
(A) timely information about programs under this part;

(B) a description and explanation of the curriculum in-use at the school, the forms of academic assessment
used to measure student progress, and the achievement levels of the challenging State academic standards; and

(C) if requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as
appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children and respond to any such suggestions as soon as
practicably possible.

(5) if the schoolwide program plan under Section 1114(b) is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children,
submit any parent comments on the plan when the school makes the plan available to the local educational agency.

(d) SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HIGH STUDENT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.—As a component of
the school-level parent and family engagement policy developed under Subsection (b), each school served under this part
shall jointly develop with parents for all children served under this part a school-parent compact that outlines how parents,
the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the
means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the State’s high
standards. Such compact shall:

(1) describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and
effective learning environment that enables the children served under this part to meet the challenging State academic
standards, and the ways in which each parent will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning; volunteering in
their child’s classroom; and participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children and
positive use of extracurricular time.

(2) address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an ongoing basis through, at a
minimum—

(A) parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, during which the compact shall be
discussed as the compact relates to the individual child’s achievement.

(B) frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress;

(C) reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class, and observation
of classroom activities; and
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(D) ensuring regular two-way, meaningful communication between family members and school staff, and, to
the extent practicable, in a language that family members can understand.

(e) BUILDING CAPACITY FOR INVOLVEMENT.—To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a
partnership among the school involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, each
school and local educational agency assisted under this part:

(1) Shall provide assistance to parents of children served by the school or local educational agency, as appropriate, in
understanding such topics as the challenging State academic standards, state and local academic assessments, the
requirements of this part, how to monitor a child’s progress, and work with educators to improve the achievement of their
children.

(2) Shall provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their achievement, such as
literacy training and using technology (including education about the harms of copyright piracy), as appropriate, to foster
parental involvement.

(3) Shall educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school leaders, and other
staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of contributions of parents and in how to reach out to,
communicate, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between
parents and the school.

(4) Shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs and activities
with other Federal, State, and local programs, including public preschool programs, and conduct other activities, such as
parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents to fully participating in the education of their children.

(5) Shall ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the
parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.

(6) May involve parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the
effectiveness of such training.

(7) May provide necessary literacy training from funds received under this part if the local educational agency has
exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for such training.

(8) May pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parental involvement activities, including
transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions.

(9) May train parents to enhance the involvement of other parents.

(10) May arrange school meetings at a variety of times or conduct in-home conferences between teachers or other
educators who work directly with participating children and parents who are unable to attend such conferences at school,
to maximize parental involvement and participation.

(11) May adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental involvement.

(12) May establish a districtwide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parental
involvement in programs supported under this section.

(13) May develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in parental involvement
activities.

(14) Shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under this section, as parents may
request.

(f) ACCESSIBILITY.—In carrying out the parent and family engagement requirements of this part, local educational
agencies and schools, to the extent practicable, shall provide opportunities for the informed participation of parents and
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family members (including parents and family members who have limited English proficiency, parents and family
members with disabilities, and parents and family members of migratory children), including providing information and
school reports required under section 1111 in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language such parents
understand.

(g) FAMILY ENGAGEMENT IN EDUCATION PROGRAMS.—In a State operating a program under part E of title
IV, each local educational agency or school that receives assistance under this part shall inform parents and organizations
of the existence of the program.

(h) REVIEW.—The state educational agency shall review the local educational agency’s parent and family engagement
policies and practices to determine if the policies and practices meet the requirements of this section.
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The Every Student Succeeds Act

Title I, Part A, Section 1112

| The following is text from ESSA, Title I, Part A. To read the full text of ESSA, please visit the ED website.

Section 1112. [20 U.S.C. 6312] LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY PLANS.
(e) PARENTS RIGHT-TO-KNOW.—
(1) INFORMATION FOR PARENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—At the beginning of each school year, a local educational agency that receives funds
under this part shall notify the parents of each student attending any school receiving funds under this part that the
parents may request, and the agency will provide the parents on request (and in a timely manner), information
regarding the professional qualifications of the student’s classroom teachers, including at a minimum, the following:

(1) Whether the student’s teacher—

(1) has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in
which the teacher provides instruction;

(1) is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which State qualification or
licensing criteria have been waived; and

(1) is teaching in the field of discipline of the certification of the teacher.
(ii) Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications.

(B) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—In addition to the information that parents may request under
subparagraph (A), a school that receives funds under this part shall provide to each individual parent of a child who is
a student in such school, with respect to such student—

(i) information on the level of achievement and academic growth of the student, if applicable and
available, on each of the State academic assessments required under this part; and

(ii) timely notice that the student has been assigned, or has been taught for 4 or more consecutive
weeks by, a teacher who does not meet applicable State certification or licensure requirements at the grade
level and subject area in which the teacher has been assigned.

(2) TESTING TRANSPARENCY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A the beginning of each school year, a local educational agency that receives funds
under this part shall notify the parents of each student attending any school receiving funds under this part that the
parents may request, and the local educational agency will provide the parents on request (and in a timely manner),
information regarding any State or local educational agency policy regarding student participation in any assessments
mandated by section 1111(b)(2) and by the State or local educational agency, which shall include a policy, procedure,
or parental right to opt the child out of such assessment, where applicable.

(B) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—Subject to subparagraph (C), each local educational agency that
receives funds under this part shall make widely available through public means (including by posting in a clear and
easily accessible manner on the local educational agency’s website and, where practicable, on the website of each
school served by the local educational agency) for each grade served by the local educational agency, information on
each assessment required by the State to comply with section 1111, other assessments required by the State, and
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where such information is available and feasible to report, assessments required districtwide by the local educational
agency, including—

(i) the subject matter assessed;

(ii) the purpose for which the assessment is designed and used,;
(iii) the source of the requirement for the assessment; and

(iv) where such information is available—

(1) the amount of time students will spend taking the assessment, and the schedule for the
assessment; and

(11) the time and format for disseminating results.

(C) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY THAT DOES NOT OPERATE A WEBSITE.—In the case of
a local educational agency that does not operate a website, such local educational agency shall determine how to make
the information described in subparagraph (A) widely available, such as through distribution of that information to the
media, through public agencies, or directly to parents.

(3) LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION.—

(A) NOTICE.—Each local educational agency using funds under this part or title 111 to provide a language
instruction educational program as determined under of title 111 shall, not later than 30 days after the beginning of the
school year, inform parents of an English learner identified for participation or participating in, such a program, of—

(i) the reasons for the identification of their child as Hmited an English learner proficient and in need
of placement in a language instruction educational program;

(i) the child's level of English proficiency, how such level was assessed, and the status of the child’s
academic achievement;

(iii) the methods of instruction used in the program in which their child is, or will be, participating,
and the methods of instruction used in other available programs, including how such programs differ in
content, instructional goals, and the use of English and a native language in instruction;

(iv) how the program in which their child is, or will be, participating, will meet the educational
strengths and needs of their child;

(v) how such program will specifically help their child learn English, and meet age-appropriate
academic achievement standards for grade promotion and graduation;

(vi) the specific exit requirements for the program, including the expected rate of transition from
such program into classrooms that are not tailored for English learners, and the expected rate of graduation
from high school (including four-year adjusted cohort graduation rates and extended-year adjusted cohort
graduation rates for such program) if funds under this part are used for children in high schools;

(vii) in the case of a child with a disability, how such program meets the objectives of the
individualized education program of the child, as described in section 614(d) of the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1414(d)); and

(viii) information pertaining to parental rights that includes written guidance—
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(1) detailing the right that parents have to have their child immediately removed from such
program upon their request;

(11) detailing the options that parents have to decline to enroll their child in such program or to
choose another program or method of instruction, if available; and

(111) assisting parents in selecting among various programs and methods of instruction, if more
than 1 program or method is offered by the eligible entity.

(B) SPECIAL RULE APPLICABLE DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR.—For those children who have not
been identified as English learners prior to the beginning of the school year but are identified as English learners
during such school year, the local educational agency shall notify the children’s parents during the first 2 weeks of the
child being placed in a language instruction educational program consistent with subparagraph (A).

(C) PARENTAL PARTICIPATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency receiving funds under this part shall implement
an effective means of outreach to parents of English learners to inform the parents regarding how the parents
can—

() be involved in the education of their children; and
(1) be active participants in assisting their children to—
(aa) attain English proficiency;
(bb) achieve at high levels within a well-rounded education; and
(cc) meet the challenging State academic at standards expected of all students.

(i) REGULAR MEETINGS.—Implementing an effective means of outreach to parents under

clause (i) shall include holding, and sending notice of opportunities for, regular meetings for the purpose of

formulating and responding to recommendations from parents of students assisted under this part or title I11.

(D) BASIS FOR ADMISSION OR EXCLUSION.—A student shall not be admitted to, or excluded from,
any federally assisted education program on the basis of a surname or language-minority status.

(4) NOTICE AND FORMAT.—The notice and information provided to parents under this subsection shall be in an
understandable and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language that the parents can understand.
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Section Two

Input

This section provides Title | schools and districts with a guide for meaningful consultation with parents and
family members. Included in this section:
e Summary of Evaluation Methods (p.22)
Annual Title | Parent and Family Engagement Evaluation (p. 24)
Focus Group Facilitation Template (p. 25)
Open Discussion Forum Template (p. 26)
Checklist for Effective Title | Parent and Family Engagement Surveys (p. 27)
Title 1 Parent and Family Engagement Survey: Elementary School (p. 28)
Title 1 Parent and Family Engagement Survey: Middle School (p. 32)
Title 1 Parent and Family Engagement Survey: High School (p. 36)
Title | Parent and Family Engagement Survey: School District (p. 40)
Title | Parent and Family Engagement Budget Survey Sample (p. 44)
Assessing the Findings of the Annual Title | Parent and Family Engagement Evaluation (p.46)




There are three evaluation methods that can be considered by Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) to complete the annual
evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the Title | Parent and Family Engagement Policy. Remember that using
multiple methods will result in a better analysis of your Title | Parent and Family Engagement Program and Policy. Refer
to the chart below for a summary of the evaluation methods to help you identify which evaluation method would be most
useful and impactful for your evaluation needs. Please remember it is critical to seek feedback and input from families
who are representative of the school or district and that their feedback and input is taken into account.

Evaluation
Tool
Target
Audience
Description

Time
Consumption

Advantages

Disadvantages

Focus Group

Title | Families

Surveys

Title | Families

Focus groups are small groups
of family members who come
together in a confidential
setting for structured evaluation
to gather data on family
engagement policy and
programs.

Surveys, which can be
administered in multiple ways,
are a commonly used method
for collecting family feedback
in an anonymous format about
family engagement policy and
programs.

Open Discussion Forum

Open Discussion Forums are

similar to town hall meetings,
by providing large groups of
families the opportunity to
provide feedback on family
engagement policy and
programs.

Focus groups are the most time
consuming because multiple
meetings will need to be
administered to ensure all
families have the opportunity to
participate and provide
feedback.

(Most Time Consuming)

Surveys are easy to administer
but can consume large amounts
of time during the data
collection process.

(Less Time Consuming)

Open Discussion Forums are
the least time consuming
because they capture large
amounts of family input in a
limited time period.

(Least Time Consuming)

¢ Allows you to observe and
hear parent expressions
firsthand.

¢ Fosters an open and safe
environment that encourages
families to engage in
discussion and interact among
themselves.

¢ People are willing to talk
longer face-to-face versus
filling out a form or talking on
the phone.

¢ Schools/Districts can
implement a focus group
without the need for excessive
costs.

¢ Allows families to respond at
their leisure rather than in the
moment they are contacted or
while in a group setting.

eCommonly viewed as less
intrusive and more private than
other evaluation methods.

¢One of the most effective ways
to give all families an
opportunity to be part of the
evaluation process.

eYou will get more accurate
answers to sensitive questions
because it’s confidential.

¢ Cost-effective method to gain
massive input when striving to
evaluate the school’s policy
and plan in a short amount of
time.

¢ Allows for a large audience or
group of families to
participate.

e Multiple meetings can be held
to accommodate various
schedules.

¢ Provides the opportunity to get
direct feedback.

o Limits the number of opinions
at one time that could come
from having a larger or wider
audience

o Group conversation may be
dominated by only a few.

e The group could be

oNot all families may be able to
participate due to low literacy
levels.

eRequires persistence with
follow-up and tracking to
ensure high response rate.

e Some surveys require families

e Finding a centralized location
to host a large meeting outside
of the school due to
uncertainty about the size of
your audience.

e Leading the meeting may be
difficult to facilitate and




Summary of Evaluation Methods

Evaluation

Tool Focus Group

Surveys Open Discussion Forum

dominated by only a few
family members, which would
result in only their opinions
being heard.

e The facilitator would have to
find a centralized location to
have the meetings, send out
notices about the focus group,
and make arrangements for
family members without
transportation to attend.

to have access to an electronic

device and the internet to

participate.

eMailing surveys can get
expensive with the costs
associated with postage, labels,
copies, and envelopes.

eYou cannot engage in face to

face interaction to gauge the

conversation and determine

sincerity.

ensure you allot time for a
majority of families to
comment.

e It could be hard to regain
control of the group once it is
lost.

e The cost of transportation and
child care can cause this cost
effective meeting to become
expensive if it’s held multiple
times.
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Annual Title I Parent and Family Engagement Evaluatio

Each LEA that receives Title I funds must conduct an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the
family engagement policy in improving the academic quality of the Title I schools, including identifying
possible barriers to greater participation of parents in activities and programs. Additionally, districts will use the
findings from the annual evaluation to design evidence-based strategies for more effective family engagement
and to revise the Title | family engagement policies. While the law requires the evaluation for the LEA, Title |
schools should also revise their plans periodically to ensure they are meeting their families’ needs and that their
school-level plans remain in accordance with the LEA’s revised plan.

To assist districts and schools in designing effective methods to complete the annual evaluation, the Department
provides several evaluation tools and different survey samples that can be adapted to overcome possible
barriers. Districts and schools are encouraged to review and use these resources to determine the method of
evaluation that is best suited to address their individual needs and objectives.
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Focus Group Facilitation Template

A focus group provides the opportunity for several people to get together in a confidential setting and it allows
for structured evaluation that is intended to yield useful data. Schools and districts can facilitate focus groups as
the main source of evaluating their Title | Parent and Family Engagement Policy and Program; however, it
would require that many focus group meetings be held to ensure all families are given an opportunity to
participate. Focus groups can also be used as supplemental evaluation to follow-up on the feedback that is
received from surveys.

Start with an overview of the current Title | Parent and Family Engagement Policy and Plan.

1.) Think back to the beginning of the year, what programs would you like to see added to the family
engagement policy and plan in the future? Describe what you mean.

2.) If applicable, to what extent have you found the family resource center useful? Describe areas of
improvement that could be made.

3.) Let’s talk about the opportunities you have had to network with other families throughout the school year.
Name a few instances when you have been able to take advantage of family networking.

4.) Explain how those networking experiences have helped you and your children during this school year.
5.) If anyone has had a similar experience or one that differs, please share.

6.) Name some ways in which the school has been successful in helping you and your children meet academic
goals and challenges throughout the year? Describe what you mean.

7.) To what extent have you been able to be involved in the revision and planning process of writing your
school’s Title I plan and policy?

8.) How can the school and district get more families to participate in this process? Describe what you mean.
9.) Think back to some of the conversations you have had with other families and challenges you may have
faced yourself. What are some of the top barriers that prevent families from being able to participate in school

functions, activities, and planning events?

10.) Explain what the school can do, within reason, to address these barriers.
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Open Discussion Forum Template

This form of evaluation is designed to operate similarly to a town hall meeting. Its purpose is to provide
families with the opportunity to discuss matters of importance as it relates to evaluating the content and
effectiveness of the family engagement policy. The Open Discussion Forum can be conducted at the school or
district level. It is advised that the Title | Director or a district administrator, as well as the principal, if held at
the school level, be present during this meeting. It is important that the administrators understand that their role
is to listen and support the open discussion with the objective of gaining the perspectives of families.

Start with an overview of the current Title | Parent and Family Engagement Plan and Policy.

1.) What type of training or programs to improve student academic performance would you be likely to
participate in if they were offered by the school?

2.) What are some of the top barriers that prevent families from being able to participate in school functions,
activities, and planning events?

3.) Explain what the school can do to address these barriers.

4.) How can the school assist you with helping your children in the core content areas of mathematics, English
language arts, science, and social studies?

5.) What hours are more convenient to conduct trainings, programs, meetings, and workshops?

6.) If applicable, have enough materials been available to assist you with student learning via the Family
Resource Center (FRC)? Explain changes that could be made to improve the FRC.

7.) By a show of hands, how many of you are aware of what the school improvement status is for your school?
(Explain what the school’s status is and where that information can be obtained.)

8.) How can we get more families involved in the revision and planning process of the school’s family
engagement plan and policy and other decision-making committees?
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Checklist for Effective Title 1 Parent and F

Engagement Surveys

Consider the following dos and don’ts when writing and formatting your Title I Parent and Family Engagement

Surveys.
Do: Don’t:
v Begin with family-friendly introduction that % Use jargon or complex phrases
explains the purpose

v Begin with easy to answer questions % Ask for an overall assessment before asking topic
details

v" Give clear instructions % Insert unnecessary graphics or mix many font
styles and sizes

v Keep question structure simple % Frame questions in the negative

v" Ask one question at a time x Use abbreviations, contractions, or symbols

¥" Maintain a parallel structure for all questions x  Mix different words for the same concept

v" Define terms before asking the question % Use “loaded” or “leading” words or phrases

v" Ensure the response categories are both % Bounce around between topics or time periods

exhaustive and mutually responsive

v" Label response categories with words rather than | ¥ Use emotionally charged words, stereotypes, or

numbers prestige images
v" Ask for a number of occurrences rather than % Combine multiple response dimensions in the
providing response categories such as often, same question

seldom, or never

v Use a mixture of open, closed, ranking, ordinal, | ¥ Give the impression that you are expecting a

matrix, and rating type questions certain response
v Be explicit about the period of time being % Forget to provide instructions for returning the
referenced by the questions completed survey

Adapted from: University of Wisconsin System Board of Regents, (2010). Survey Fundamentals: A Guide to
Designing and Implementing Surveys.
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Title I Parent and Family

Elementary School

This template is one of four different surveys developed by the 2013 State Superintendent’s Parent Advisory
Council with assistance from the Georgia Department of Education’s Parent Engagement Program. Local
educational agencies (LEAs) and schools may use this template to guide them in meeting the compliance
requirements of Section 1116(a)(2)(D)-(E). Each sample survey may contain questions that are more or less
suitable to address the needs of different LEAs and/or schools; therefore, it is highly encouraged that LEASs
and schools review all surveys and select the best questions to guide the development of a survey that is suited
to individual objectives and needs.

Dear Parent/Guardian and Family Members,

[School name] is a Title I school, and as the parent/guardian and family member of a child attending a Title | school, you
are an important part of the Title | team. Your input is vital in the planning and implementation of the parent and family
engagement program and activities in our school. The focus of all Title | programs is to help eligible students meet the
same high academic achievement standards expected of all children, regardless of their socioeconomic status and
background. The following survey is confidential and will be used to assist us with future planning for parent and family
engagement activities and events at [School name]. We appreciate your feedback and thank you for taking the time to
complete this survey. All surveys may be returned to [faculty/staff member] in the [location], mailed to [school name and
address], or completed online at [website].

School Planning:

1. How well do you feel your child’s school provides parents and family members with opportunities to share
feedback and ideas regarding the school’s parent and family engagement program and activities?
L1 Not well [ Minimally well [ Quite well [ Extremely well

2. Did you attend a meeting this school year where the goals and activities of the Title | program were discussed
with parents and family members?
[ Yes [INo LI Unsure

3. At the beginning of the school year, all parents were asked to sign a school-parent compact outlining the
responsibilities of both the school and parents in providing the best academic experience for your child. Please
explain how the school-parent compact impacted your child’s education this school year?

4. How would you like to see the parent and family engagement funds used at your child’s school? (Check all that
apply)

[ Family engagement coordinator [ Parent workshops [ Technology resources

[J Educational materials for parent use [ Parent resource center [ Other:

5. What would help you participate more in decision making and the overall academic achievement in your child’s
school?

[J More encouragement from the school to engage in my child’s education
L] More information on how to engage in my child’s education

L] More information about school issues to be addressed

L1 More opportunities to share my opinion about school issues

L1 More confidence in my abilities to help

1 More time in my schedule

L] Other (please explain):




6. Have you been given opportunities to provide input into school decisions?
1 Yes [ No [ Unsure

7. How well does the school encourage you to play a role in the school improvement planning process?

1 Not well [0 Minimally well [ Quite well [ Extremely well

8. In the past year, did you participate in the development and review of the following?

Yes, | No, | did not | was not
participated participate informed

| do not know

Parent and Family Engagement
activities

Parent and Family Engagement Plan

Use of Parent and Family Engagement
Funds

School-Parent Compact

Title | Program Services

School Improvement Plan

9. What ways can the school better involve parents in school planning?

School-Home Communication:

10. How well does your child’s school provide information that is easy to understand?
1 Not well [J Minimally well [ Quite well [ Extremely well

11. How often does your child’s teacher communicate with you about your child’s progress?
(1 Never [ Once or twice a year [ Every few months [1 Weekly or more

12. How would you prefer to receive information from your child’s school? (Check all that apply)
L] Letters/flyer, etc. sent home with students

L] Email

L] Website

L] Phone call

[ Social media

(] Text message

L] Other (please indicate):

13. Do you know how to contact your child’s teacher?
L1 Yes LI No

14. What ways can the school improve communication between parents and the school?

Helping Your Child with School:

15. Are you aware of what your child is expected to understand in all subject areas?
[JYes [JNo

16. How often do you meet in person with your child’s teacher
L1 Never [ Once or twice a year [1 Every few months [ Weekly or more




17. How well does school leadership foster an environment in which staff, parents, and the community work
together to improve student achievement?

L1 Not well [J Minimally well [ Quite well [ Extremely well

18. What type of informational programs would you like the school to provide for parents? (Check all that apply)
[ Navigating the school

L] Reading strategies

1 Technology assistance

L1 Math skills

1 Homework help

[ Other (please describe):

19. In the past year, how often did you attend a parent meeting or event to help you work with your child to do
better in school?
L1 Never [ Once or twice ayear [ Every few months [ Weekly or more

20. Please indicate whether you received the following information from your child’s school.

Received any | Received, but | Definitely did | Uncertain
very helpful not helpful not receive

Information about what the school teaches your
child

Information on the Georgia Milestones
Assessments

Information on how your child scored on the
Georgia Milestones Assessments

What a score on the Georgia Milestones
Assessments means

How to keep track of your child’s progress

Information used to determine whether your child
moves to the next grade or repeats the same grade

How you can work with teachers to help your
child in school

21. How often have you participated in classroom activities with your child during the school day?
1 Never [ Once or twice a year [1 Every few months [1 Weekly or more

22. How often do you work with your child on homework?
L1 Never [ Once or twice ayear [ Every few months [ Weekly or more

23. How often do you have conversations with your child about what his or her class is learning at school?
L1 Never [ Once or twice a year [ Every few months [ Weekly or more

24. What ways can the school help you work with your child to do better in school?

Parent Participation:

25. How frequently do you participate in activities at your child’s school?
L1 Never [ Once or twice ayear [ Every few months [ Weekly or more

26. Are you aware of the opportunities to volunteer at your child’s school?
L1 Yes [ No




27. How well do you feel the school creates a welcoming environment for parents?
1 Not well [J Minimally well [ Quite well [ Extremely well

28. Which of the following would enable you to participate in parent meetings and school activities? (Check all that
apply)

L] Child care assistance

L] Transportation assistance

L1 Morning meetings (9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.)

[ Evening meetings (6:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.)

[J Access to information online

L] Other (please explain):

29. For each activity listed below, please provide us with your feedback by checking the box that best describes
your opinion.

Parent and Family Engagement Activity Not Little Rather Very Did Not
Valuable Value Valuable | Valuable | Participate

Open House Night

Literacy Night

Science Fair

Parent and Family Engagement Day
Homework Help Workshop
Parent-Teacher Conferences

Math Matters Night

Other suggestions for parent activities:

30. How often do you work with other parents at your child’s school to plan and carry out school activities?
(1 Never [ Once or twice a year [1 Every few months [1 Weekly or more

31. What ways can the school help parents and family members engage in school activities and programs?

32. Please describe any hobbies, talents, interests, or work experiences that you could share with the parents, staff,
or students at your child’s school.

Please provide your contact information if you would like for the school to follow up with you about any feedback
provided or ways to engage you more in the school as indicated on the survey.

Contact Information (OPTIONAL)
Parent/Guardian Name:

Email address:

Phone number:

Address:

Child’s name:

Thank you for taking the time to complete this very important survey.
Your feedback is greatly valued and sincerely appreciated.




Title I Parent and Family Engagt

Middle School

This template is one of four different surveys developed by the 2013 State Superintendent’s Parent Advisory
Council with assistance from the Georgia Department of Education’s Parent Engagement Program. Local
educational agencies (LEAs) and schools may use this template to guide them in meeting the compliance
requirements of Section 1116(a)(2)(D)-(E). Each sample survey may contain questions that are more or less
suitable to address the needs of different LEAs and/or schools; therefore, it is highly encouraged that LEAS
and schools review all surveys and select the best questions to guide the development of a survey that is suited
to individual objectives and needs.

Dear Parents/Guardians and Family Members,

As partners in your child’s education, your input is valued. Please take a few minutes to respond to this brief parent
survey. This information will be used to help evaluate and strengthen parent and family engagement within our school.
All surveys may be returned to [faculty/staff member] in the [location], mailed to [school name and address], or
completed online at [website].

School Environment:

1. How welcome does the school staff at your child’s school make you feel?
[ Notatall [J Minimally [J Quite abit [J A tremendous amount

2. How often do you participate in school events because your child encourages you to be involved?
LI Notatall [ Minimally [ Quite abit [ A tremendous amount

3. In the past year, how often have you visited your child’s school?
L1 Never [ Once ortwice [ Every few months [ Monthly [ Weekly or more

4. In the past year, how often did you participate in a parent and family engagement activity, event, or program at
your child’s school?
1 Never [ Once ortwice [ Every few months [1 Monthly [ Weekly or more

5. In the past year, how often have you talked with the school about how they can help your child learn? [ Never
[J Once or twice [ Every few months [J Monthly [ Weekly or more

6. Please check any of the following that would help you participate more often in school functions, activities, and
planning events?

L] Transportation provided [ Child care provided

L] Event/meeting reminders one week before the event [] Meetings/activities offered more than once
[ Meetings/activities offered at various times

L] Other (Please describe):

[1 Meetings/activities held in community locations other than the school

7. When is the best time for you to attend a school event for parents?
1 Before school (M-F) [ Evenings (M-F) [ During school, before lunch (M-F) [ Saturday
L1 During school, after lunch (M-F) [ Preferred day/time (please indicate):

8. Overall, how much do you feel your child’s school values parent input?
I Notatall [J Minimally [ Quiteabit [ A tremendous amount
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Communication:

9. Do you know with whom to communicate at your child’s school when you have a question or concern?
LI Notatall [ Minimally [ Quiteabit [ A tremendous amount

10. How often does your child’s school provide you with information about ways to engage in the education of my
child?
[ Notatall [J Minimally [J Quite abit [ A tremendous amount

11. How often have you had opportunities to visit with your child’s teachers to discuss your child’s progress
throughout the school year?
LI Notatall [ Minimally [ Quiteabit [ A tremendous amount

12. In the past year, how often did you communicate with teachers at your child’s school?
L1 Never [ Once ortwice [ Every few months [ Monthly [ Weekly or more

13. In your opinion, how effective are the following when it comes to the school communicating with you or your
family?

Not Effective Effective Very Effective

Parent meetings (open house, curriculum night, etc.)

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Newsletters (link on schools website)

Automated calls from the school

Email

School website

Flyers sent home with your child

14. What are the best ways for you to provide input regarding your child’s school? (Please check all that apply)
[1 Attend meetings [1 Complete survey online [ Phone call [] Complete and return a paper survey
[J Email [J Send a note to the school

15. Do you have difficulties with any of the following?

Yes No

Understanding school policies
Accessing the school webpage
Accessing the Parent Portal (if applicable)

If yes, please provide specifics:

16. How many times per month do you access the school website?
[(10-5 [J6-10 [ 10 or more

Student Achievement:

17. How clear is your understanding of the programs and courses that are offered for your child?
[J Notatall [J Minimally [J Quiteabit [J A tremendous amount

18. I am informed as to how my child is doing academically in school.
[J Notatall [J Minimally [J Quiteabit [J A tremendous amount

19. In the past year, how often have you talked with the school about ways that you can help your child’s learning
at home?

L) Notatall [J Minimally [ Quite abit [J A tremendous amount




20. How many times per month do you access your child’s grades online?
(10-5 [J6-10 [J 10 or more

21. How many times per month do you initiate the use of interactive study tools with your child? (Flash cards,
online resources, etc.)
[(10-5 [J6-10 [ 10 or more

22. How confident are you in your ability to support your child’s learning at home?
LI Notatall [ Minimally [ Quiteabit [ A tremendous amount

23. Workshops and events may be offered at the school based on the needs and interests of our parents. Please
review the following list of potential workshop topics and rank them in the order of what interests you the most. (1
= Most Interested, 8 = Least Interested)

Homework help workshop:

Math-Science Night:

Organization and study skills workshop:

Reading Night:

Understanding Georgia Milestones Assessments:

Social Studies Night:

Understanding the state adopted standards:

Understanding career pathways:

24. What types of training or programs to improve student academic achievement would you be likely to
participate in if they were offered by the school? Please check all that apply.

[ Educational parent workshops or classes [ “Lunch n Learn” sessions [ Parent meetings or presentations [1 Online
parent classes or webinar presentations [ School decision making committees or councils

1 Family fun learning nights [ Volunteering [ Mentoring

Advocacy:

25. How confident are you in your ability to help your child make choices about programs and courses he/she
needs to take?

LI Notatall [ Minimally [ Quiteabit [ A tremendous amount

26. In the past year, how often have you given advice to the school?
L1 Never [ Once ortwice [ Every few months [ Monthly [ Weekly or more

27. Did you participate in any of the following decision-making opportunities requiring parent input and
partnership? (Check all that apply)

L] Title I Program planning and evaluation

L1 Development of school parent and family engagement plan

1 Development of school-parent compact

] Parent-Teacher conferences

[ Parent advisory committees/councils

If so, which did you find most meaningful and enjoyable to be a part of?

If you did not participate in any, why not?

Would you be interested in participating in the future?




28. How well do you feel that the school’s parent and family engagement policy and plan provides opportunities for
effective involvement of parents to support student academic achievement?
L1 Not well atall [ Mildly well [ Fairly well [ Quite well [ Extremely well

- Athome? O Yes [ No
- At school? [J Yes [ No

29. Our school is required to set aside a percentage of the Title | money we receive for parent and family
engagement activities to actively engage parents in the academic achievement of their children. In the past, money
has been spent to provide the school with a family engagement coordinator position and to fund the parent
resource center. What are your suggestions for how Title I parent and family engagement money should be spent?

30. What support do you need from the school to ensure your child moves from one grade to the next?

31. How can our school improve on actively engaging parents and community members in the activities of our
school to increase student academic achievement?

32. Please list any possible community organizations and/or businesses that you feel would be ideal school partners:

33. What grade is your child in?

34. What is the primary language spoken in your home?

35. What is your relationship to your child?

Thank you for taking the time to complete this very important survey.
Your feedback is greatly valued and sincerely appreciated.
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Title I Parent and Family Engagement Sur

High School

This template is one of four different surveys developed by the 2013 State Superintendent’s Parent Advisory
Council with assistance from the Georgia Department of Education’s Parent Engagement Program. Local
educational agencies (LEAs) and schools may use this template to guide them in meeting the compliance
requirements of Section 1116(a)(2)(D)-(E). Each sample survey may contain questions that are more or less
suitable to address the needs of different LEAs and/or schools; therefore, it is highly encouraged that LEAs
and schools review all surveys and select the best questions to guide the development of a survey that is suited
to individual objectives and needs.

At [school name], we believe that families are valuable members of the school community and your opinions and
suggestions regarding the education of your child are important to the success of our school. Please take a moment to
answer the following questions to help us plan and address areas of improvement for the next school year. All surveys
may be returned to [faculty/staff member] in the [location], mailed to [school name and address], or completed online at
[website].

1. What is the best way for us to get important information to you?
a) Phone call b) Email c) Text message d) Mail e) Website
f) Letters/flyers sent home with student g) Social media

2. Please circle the grade level(s) of your child(ren)
a)9 b) 10c) 11 d)12

3. Which of the following parent activities would you be interested in participating in or attending? (Choose all
that apply)

1 Community service projects with staff/students
[ Family Fun learning nights

[ Educational parent workshops/classes

L] Volunteer opportunities

(] Open House

L] Parent Advisory Council

L1 Online classes/presentations

[J Mentoring a student

[ Classroom assistance

[J “Lunch n Learn” Lessons

4. How welcome do you feel at your child’s school?
a) Not at all

b) A little bit

c) Quite a bit

d) A tremendous amount

5. To what extent do you know how your child is doing academically at school?
a) Not at all

b) A little bit

¢) Quite a bit

d) A tremendous amount
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6. How often do you participate in decisions regarding your child’s high school course selection?
a) Never

b) Once in a while

c) Frequently

d) Almost all the time

7. How often do you work with your child on classwork assignments?
a) Never

b) Once in a while

c) Sometimes

d) Frequently

e) Almost all the time

8. Would you be interested in receiving more information from the school regarding ways parents can help their
children academically?

[ Yes (please provide name and email address/phone number):

LJ No

9. Do you feel informed to make decisions about your child’s schooling?
L] Yes
1 No

10. Please indicate your level of understanding of the following (1 = none, 2 = heard of it, 3 = pretty good, 4 =
excellent)

1-4 Would you like to receive Best way to receive
more information? (Y/N) information? Email, mail,
meeting, or other

State adopted standards

Georgia Milestones Assessments

Graduation/Promotion requirements

Dual Enrollment/Advanced Placement

College and career information

11. How well do you know the curriculum that is being used at your child’s school?
a) Not well at all

b) Minimally well

c) Quite well

d) Extremely well

12. How well do you know what courses your child is expected to take each year?
a) Not well at all

b) Minimally well

c) Quite well

d) Extremely well

13. In the past year, how often did you participate in a parent and family engagement activity, event, or program
at your child’s school?

a) Never

b) Once or twice

c) Every few months

d) Monthly

e) Weekly or more




14. How often do you communicate with your child’s teachers?
a) Never

b) Once or twice a school year

c) Every few months

d) Monthly

e) Weekly or more

15. In the past year, how often did you visit your child’s school?
a) Never

b) Once or twice

c) Every few months

d) Monthly

e) Weekly or more

16. Please rank the following from 1 (Not Well) to 4 (Extremely Well) according to how well your child’s school
supports each area:

Creating a friendly school climate [ Establishing home-school communications

[ Engaging parents and family members [ Building community partnerships

17. Overall, how much do you feel your child’s school values parent input?
a) Not at all

b) A little bit

¢) Quite a bit

d) A tremendous amount

18. What is the best way for you to provide input regarding your child’s school?
a) Attend meetings

b) Complete a survey online

c) Complete and return a paper survey

d) Phone calls

e) Focus groups

f) Other:

19. How well do you know your rights as a parent as it relates to your child’s school and education
a) Not well at all

b) Minimally well

c) Quite well

d) Extremely well

20. How would you like to see parent and family engagement funds used?

a) Provide academic materials for parents

b) Fund a parent resource center

c) Provide transportation assistance for parents to attend Title | events at the school
d) Fund technology resources at the school to support parent and family engagement
e) Other (please provide suggestions):

21. Which of the following prevent you from being able to participate in school functions, activities and planning
events?

a) Transportation

b) Child care

¢) Communication

d) Family schedule

e) Time of events

f) Other (please indicate):
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22. How much information does your child’s school provide about parent and family engagement opportunities?
a) None

b) A little bit

¢) Quite a bit

d) A tremendous amount

23. Regarding which of the following topics would you like to receive more information? (Choose all that apply)
1 School policies and procedures [1 Georgia Milestones Assessments

[ Understanding high school curriculum [ Helping your child succeed in school

[ Using technology in education [ Other (please indicate):

24. How well do you feel your child’s school provides you with information to support your child’s learning outside
of school?

a) Not well at all

b) Minimally well

¢) Quite well

d) Extremely well

25. When is the best time for you to attend a school event for parents?
a) Before school (M-F)

b) During school, before lunch (M-F)

¢) During school, after lunch (M-F)

d) Immediately after school (M-F)

e) Evenings (M-F)

f) Saturday

g) Preferred day/time (please indicate):

26. What is the primary language spoken in your home?

27. How well do you feel the school’s parent and family engagement policy and plan provides opportunities for
effective involvement of parents and family members to support student academic achievement?

a) Not well at all

b) Minimally well

c) Quite well

d) Extremely well

28. What ways can parent and family engagement be strengthened at your child’s school?
29. What can we do to support you to ensure your child graduates and receives a high school diploma?

30. Please indicate any skills, knowledge, work or education experience that you could share with the parents, staff
or students of your child’s school.

31. How can the school improve on actively engaging parents and the community in the activities of our school?

Please provide your contact information (optional) if you would like for the school to follow up with you about any
feedback provided or ways to get you more involved in the school as indicated on the survey.

Parent/Guardian Name:

Email address:

Phone number:

Address:

Child’s name:

Thank you for taking the time to complete this very important survey. Your feedback is greatly valued and
sincerely appreciated.




Title 1 Parent and Family Enc

School District

This template is one of four different surveys developed by the 2013 State Superintendent’s Parent Advisory
Council with assistance from the Georgia Department of Education’s Parent Engagement Program. Local
educational agencies (LEAs) and schools may use this template to guide them in meeting the compliance
requirements of Section 1116(a)(2)(D)-(E). Each sample survey may contain questions that are more or less
suitable to address the needs of different LEAs and/or schools; therefore, it is highly encouraged that LEAs
and schools review all surveys and select the best questions to guide the development of a survey that is suited
to individual objectives and needs.

As we continuously seek to improve the [school district name] School District, we want to know how you, as a
parent/guardian or family member, feels the schools and the district are doing to meet your needs. The information that
you provide will help us evaluate and improve how our schools, families, and parents work together to help all students
achieve academically. All information provided is confidential and will be used to assist us with future planning for parent
and family engagement activities and events in the district and schools. Your opinions and suggestions are very valuable,
and we thank you for your time to complete this survey. All surveys may be returned to [faculty/staff member] in the
[location], mailed to [school name and address], or completed online at [website]. If you have children who attend
different schools in the [school district name] School District, we ask that you complete separate surveys for each school
that your children attend.

1. What school does your child attend? (LEAs may provide option of listing all schools in the district)

2. In what grade is your child enrolled? (LEAs may provide option of listing all the grades available for school level
selected)

3. What is your relationship to your child? (LEAs may provide option of listing various parent/caregiver roles)
4. How well does your child’s school create an environment that helps your child learn?
[ Not well atall [ Mildly well I Fairly well [J Quite well [ Extremely well

5. How well do you feel your child’s school prepares him/her for the next academic year?
L) Not well atall [ Mildly well [ Fairly well [ Quite well [ Extremely well

6. How often do you communicate with teachers at your child’s school?
[J Never [J Once ortwice [ Every few months [J Monthly [J Weekly or more

7. How confident do you feel in making sure your child’s school meets the learning needs of your child?
[J Not confident at all [J Slightly confident [ Rather confident [ Very confident

8. Do you feel informed when it comes to making decisions about your child’s schooling?
[JYes LI No
If not, please explain:

9. Are you satisfied with the services provided by the school to help you support your child academically?
[JYes [JNo

If not, please explain:
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10. How often does your child’s school give you the opportunity to engage in your child’s learning?
(] Notatall [ A little bit [JSome [ Quiteabit [1 A tremendous amount

11. How satisfied are you with the way your child’s school works with parents and family members.
U] Very dissatisfied [ Dissatisfied [ Satisfied [ Very satisfied

12. Have you been given the opportunity to participate in the planning and implementation of the parent and
family engagement program at your child’s school?
L1 Yes [INo

13. Would you like to participate in the planning and implementation of the parent and family engagement
program at your child’s school?
1 Yes [ No

14. Did you participate in any of the following decision making opportunities requiring parent input and
partnership?

1 School Title I program planning and evaluation [ District Title | program planning and evaluation

[ School Parent Advisory Council/committees [ District Parent Advisory Council/committees

L1 Development of school-parent compact [1 Development of school-parent and family engagement plan

[ Development of LEA parent and family engagement plan [ Parent-teacher conferences

15. How often does your child’s school consider parent suggestions when decisions are made about the school?
(1 Never [ Sometimes [ Most of the time [ Always

16. How satisfied are you with the way you are included in the decisions made about your child’s school.
[ Very dissatisfied [ Dissatisfied [ Satisfied [ Very satisfied

17. In the past year, how often have you communicated with the school about how they can help your child learn?
1 Never [ Sometimes [ Most of the time [ Always

18. In the past year, how often have you communicated with the school about ways that you can help your child’s
learning at home?
(1 Never [ Once ortwice [ Every few times [ Weekly or more

19. In the past year, how often did you participate in a parent and family engagement activity, event, or program
held by your child’s school?
L1 Never [ Once ortwice [ Every few times [ Weekly or more

20. In the past year, how often did you participate in a parent and family engagement activity, event, or program
held by the school district?
[ Never [J Once ortwice [J Every few times [] Weekly or more

21. Do you have internet access?
[1Yes [1No

22. How often do you visit your child’s school website?
(1 Never [ Once ortwice [ Every few times [ Weekly or more

23. How often do you visit the school district website?
L] Never [J Once ortwice [ Every few times [J Weekly or more




24. Please indicate how effective each source(s) is in ensuring information about parent and family engagement
workshops, presentations, meetings, or other information offered by the school district and/or your child’s school
in received by you?

Least effective Somewhat effective Rather effective Most effective

Your child

Classroom teacher

School newsletter

School website

District website

Automated phone call

Newspaper

Mail

Other:

25. How would you like to see parent and family engagement funds used?

[ To provide academic materials for parents and family members to use with their student in the home

[ To fund a district parent resource center

(1 To fund a family engagement coordinator to plan and execute parent and family engagement activities and events
L] To provide transportation assistance for parents to attend Title | events at the school

1 To fund technology resources at the school to support parent and family engagement

L1 Other (please provide suggestions):

26. Which of the following prevent you from being able to participate in school functions, activities, and planning
events?

L1 Transportation

L] Child care

[J Communication

1 Family schedule

L] Time of events

1 Your child not wanting you to attend

1 School not making parents feel welcome

L1 Other (please indicate):

27. Regarding which of the following topics would you like to receive more information? (Choose all that apply)
1 School policies and procedures

[ Helping my child with math

1 Advanced placement (AP) courses
] College admission planning

1 College financial aid

[ State adopted standards

[ Test-taking skills

(] Math curriculum

L] Science curriculum

L1 English/Language arts curriculum

L] Social studies curriculum

LI Helping your child succeed in school
L] High school graduation requirements
[ Using technology in education

L] Improving my child’s reading skills
L] Study and homework tips

1 Understanding test scores




[1 Georgia Milestones Assessments
L] Georgia Career Cluster/Pathway courses
1 Other (please indicate):

28. Would you be interested in attending a workshop at the school or in the community on any of the topics above?
LlYes [INo

29. What is the primary language spoken in your home?
L] English

1 Spanish

[ Chinese

[J Korean

[ French

L1 Other (please indicate):

30. When is the best time for you to attend a parent event?
[ Before school (M-F)

U1 During school, before lunch (M-F)

(] During school, after lunch (M-F)

U Immediately after school (M-F)

L] Evenings (M-F)

[ Saturday

1 Preferred day/time (please indicate):

31. In the past year, how often have you helped out at your child’s school?
L1AImost never [1Once or twice [IEvery few months [1Weekly or more

32. I am willing to volunteer in our schools, but I am unsure how I can help.
LJYes [JNo

33. Please describe any hobbies, talents, interests, or work experiences that you could share with the parents, staff,
or students at your child’s school.

34. What ways can parent and family engagement be strengthened within the school district?

35. What ways can parent and family engagement be strengthened at your child’s school?

36. How can the school improve on actively engaging parents, family members, and the community in the activities
of the school?

Thank you for taking the time to complete this very important survey. Your feedback is greatly valued and
sincerely appreciated.
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Title | Parent and Family Engagement Buc

Example

SAMPLE - This is an example tool for school/district personnel to use in gathering input from parents and family
members and how Title | parent and family engagement funds should be spent. Ideally, the parent and family engagement
budget and the parent and family engagement policy should be revised together since the policy drives the budget.

Parent and Family Engagement
Budget Survey

Nevada Elementary School
Nevada School District

April 15, 2018

Dear Parents and Family Members,

We value your input! As a parent of a child who receives Title I services in our school, you have the right to give input
about how the school district budgets and spends its Title | parent and family engagement money. Over the last few
weeks, our school held various meetings with parents and family members to revise our school’s Parent and Family
Engagement Policy for the next school year. We hope you had the chance to participate in one of these meetings. In the
meetings, we discussed the following:

1. Parents and family members stated that they like having a district parent coordinator who is a liaison for them and
provides family engagement opportunities at the school.

2. Parent and family members have asked for a place at the school where they could meet and learn how to better
support their child’s learning.

3. Parents and family members asked for more resources on how to help their child at home.

4. Parents and family members would like to have a workshop on helping their child with math.

5. Parents and family members did not find the 123 Vendor Program helpful to their child’s learning. Many parents
and family members did not participate in the program and those that did found it hard to use.

We have $30,000 in the Title | parent and family engagement budget. Last year, we spent the money this way:

2016 - 2017 Parent and Family Engagement Budget

M Translations for Title | Parent
Notices

¥ 23 Parent Engagement
Vendor Program
M Famly Workshop Materials

HPrinting and Communications

M District Family Coordinator

This year, given our parents’ request to have a space where they could meet and learn how to better support their child’s
learning, we would like to create a family resource center at the school. Therefore, we would like to stop using the 123
Vendor Program and use that money towards supplies and materials for the family resource center. We would like to
spend the Title | Parent and Family Engagement budget this way:
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2017 - 2018 Parent and Family Engagement Budget

M Translations for Title I Parent
Notices

EFamily Resource Center
Supplies

MFamily Resource Center
Materials

HFamily Workshop Materials

M Printing and Communications

HDistrict Family Coordinator

Do you agree with how we have budgeted parent and family engagement funds for this school year?
[IYes [INo

If no, why not?:

Do you have any other suggestions for the use of funds? These will be taken into consideration for this school year and
future school years.

Please return this from to your child’s teacher, or drop it by the school office by April 30, 2018. If you have further
questions, please feel free to contact [insert school or district contact information].

Thank you for taking the time to complete this very important survey. Your feedback is greatly valued and sincerely
appreciated.
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Assessing the Findings of the Annual Title

Family Engagement Evaluation

Guiding Questions to Assist in Designing Strategies for more Effective Family Engagement and Revising the
District or School Title | Parent and Family Engagement Plan

After complying and categorizing the results from your annual Title | Parent and Family Engagement
evaluation(s), consider the following questions to enhance your programming and to revise your Local
Education Agency (LEA) Title | Parent and Family Engagement Plan. While the law requires the evaluation for
the LEA, Title I schools should also revise their plans yearly to ensure they are meeting their families’ needs
and that their school level plans remain in accordance with the LEA’s revised plan.

1. Where did our Title | Parent and Family Engagement evaluation responses show us excelling,
meeting, or needing improvement? Are there certain data trends in responses?

2. What were our student achievement goals this year?

3. How did we work as partners with families and the community in meeting those goals?
4. How can we improve with actively engaging families in the activities of our schools?
5. Do we have any barriers to family engagement that need to be addressed?

6. How are we doing with distributing our district and school parent and family engagement plans to all
Title | families and the community?

7. How can we improve on training that is offered to families: To help them work with their child at
home? To help them to be active partners in LEA and school decision-making?

8. How can we improve on training that we offer school staff/teachers to help them to work more
effectively with families and the community?

9. How can we improve building parent capacity?

10. Based on these evaluation findings, what changes do we want to make to our family engagement
plan for next year?

Adapted from Pell City School System: Annual Evaluation of the Content and Effectiveness of LEA Parental
Involvement Plan 2009.
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Section Three

Policies

This section provides examples and templates to help schools and districts implement the required provisions of
Title | parent and family engagement law, as well as enhance their parent and family engagement programs.
Included in this section:

Local Educational Agency (LEA) Parent and Family Engagement Policy (p. 48)

LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy Guide (p. 49)

LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy: Traditional Template (p. 52)

LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy: Innovative Example (p. 56)

School Parent and Family Engagement Policy (p. 61)

School Parent and Family Engagement Policy: Guide to Quality (p. 62)

School Parent and Family Engagement Plan/Policy: Traditional Template (p. 65)
School Parent and Family Engagement Plan/Policy: Innovative Example (p. 69)
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Local Educational Agency (LEA) Parent and Family

Engagement Policy

Each LEA that receives Title | funds must jointly develop, and agree on with, and distribute to family members
of children receiving services a written family engagement policy. The LEA family engagement policy outlines
how the district will implement programs, activities, and procedures for the engagement of families in Title |
programs. The policy will establish the district’s expectations for family engagement and how the district will
carry out the family engagement requirements.

To better assist districts in the development of the LEA family engagement policy, the Department provides two
different templates to choose from for the LEA family engagement policy. The Traditional Template outlines
the various components of the policy that districts must implement and describe how they will address them.
The Innovative Example provides schools with an example of a family-friendly format of the LEA family
engagement policy that addresses and describes all the necessary components. School districts are encouraged
to use these samples, along with the LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy Guide to Quality.

LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy: Guide to Quality

LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy: Traditional Template
LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy: Innovative Example
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LEA Parent and Family Engageme

Guide to Quality

Title I, Part A LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy

School districts may use the guide below to identify the requirements for the local educational agency (LEA) family
engagement policy and match these requirements with the policy examples provided by the Nevada Department of
Education. Title I, Section 1116 of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires that each LEA receiving Title I, Part
A funds jointly develop with, agree on with, and distribute to parents and family members of participating children a
written parent and family engagement policy. Districts are encouraged to use this guide and the sample templates, in
meaningful consultation with families, to develop a LEA parent and family engagement policy that will establish the
expectations for family engagement and strengthen student academic achievement for the district. The LEA Parent and
Family Engagement Policy Innovative Example is labeled to demonstrate how each component of the example aligns with
the LEA parent and family engagement policy requirements in ESSA.

Does the LEA Parent and Family Engagement Section of Suggestion to make the policy more
Policy: Title | Law effective:

- Describe the purpose of the parent and family 1116(a)(2) e Provide a brief overview of Title | and
= "8’_ engagement policy along with information about the its purpose as well as what is included
g E Title | program. in the district family engagement
=2 policy.

Describe how parents and family members will be [1116(a)(2) e Ensure all families have the

- 8 linvolved in the development of the LEA parent and 1116(a)(2)(F) opportunity to provide input on the
= _8' family engagement policy. This may include LEA Parent and Family Engagement
3 % establishing a parent advisory board. Policy by providing several attempts

a and ways for families to provide

feedback.
2 o Describe how parents and family members will be |1116(a)(2)(A) | e List the specific opportunities that exist
@ 3 linvolved in the development of the local agency plan for families to provide input and
& £ land the development of support and improvement plans. feedback on the plan.
2 o Describe how parents and family members will be [1116(a)(2)(A) | e Utilize parent leaders to co-facilitate a
@ 3 |involved in developing school improvement plans. schoolwide plan meeting.
FE
2 Describe how parents and family members will be {1116(a)(3)(B) | e Provide various times, ways, and
@ 3 linvolved in the decisions regarding how parent and places for families to provide input on
& = ffamily engagement funds are allotted. the family engagement budget.
Describe how the LEA will provide the 1116(a)(2)(B) | e Provide ongoing guidance and
— o [coordination, technical assistance, and other support to professional development to schools on
8 % assist schools in planning and implementing effective effective family engagement activities,
£ % |parent and family engagement activities, which may school family engagement plans, and
E ﬁ include meaningful consultation with employers, school-parent compacts.
business leaders, philanthropic organizations, or
individuals.

c Describe how the LEA will reserve 1 percent of |1116(a)(3)(A) | ¢ Describe how the district will establish
-% é Title | funds to carry out parent and family engagement an adequate budget for family
s 3 requirements. engagement activities and programs.
s
4
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their children.

Does the LEA Parent and Family Engagement Section of Suggestion to make the policy more
Policy: Title I Law effective:
- Describe how the LEA will distribute 90 percent |1116(a)(3)(C) | e Describe how the district will assist
-2 & [of the 1 percent reserve to schools. schools in developing family
€S engagement budgets.
ST
é G
c Describe ways the LEA will coordinate and integrate(1116(a)(2)(C) | e Distribute and share information with
2 parent and family engagement strategies with other 1116(e)(4) these programs concerning school
g relevant federal, state, and local laws and programs. events and activities for families that
2 help support student learning and
= promote academic achievement.
Describe how the LEA will conduct, with 1116(a)(2)(D) | e Describe various combinations of
< |meaningful involvement of parents and family members,|1116(a)(2)(E) | evaluation methods—surveys, focus
Tg -% an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of groups, open discussion forums, to
€5 the parent and family engagement policy in improving provide families with multiple ways to
< S |the academic quality of all schools served under Title I, provide evaluation feedback on the
W Part A and use the findings to design evidence-based family engagement policy.
strategies.
_ o Ensure that the format and language of the policy are[1116(f) o Describe how district reports, letters,
= & (family-friendly. information, and materials will be
£ §> available in a format and language that
L S all families can understand.
Describe how the LEA will provide assistance to |{1116(e)(1) o Gather feedback from families to
> 2 parents in understanding the challenging state academic determine their specific understanding
5 & [standards, state and local academic assessments, Title | of the state academic standards,
'S & [requirements, and how to monitor their child’s progress academic assessments, and school
M O fand work with educators. curriculum so the school can provide
necessary resources and materials.
Describe how the LEA will provide materials and {1116(e)(2) o Develop educational classes for
= *g training to help parents to work with their children to students and families to attend to
= 8 limprove their children’s achievement, such as literacy provide them with resources for at-
= 8 training and using technology (including education home learning opportunities.
about the harms of copyright piracy).
Describe how the LEA will educate teachers, 1116(e)(3) e Encourage communication between the
specialized instructional support personnel, principals, district and schools to consistently
o2 and other school leaders, and other staff, with the share, in multiple ways, best practices
5 & [assistance of parents, in the value and utility of and ideas how to effectively reach out
'S & [contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, to families in a meaningful and
@ O communicate with, and work with parents as equal productive manner.
partners, implement and coordinate parent programs,
and build ties between parents and the school.
Describe how the LEA will coordinate and 1116(e)(4) ¢ Coordinate with the corresponding
integrate parental involvement programs with other organizations to strengthen
> 2 federal, state, and local programs, including public communication and enhance potential
5 & [preschool programs, and conduct other activities, such opportunities for family engagement,
'S £ |as parent resource centers, that encourage and support including providing information and
@ O Iparents in more fully participating in the education of

resources to support school orientation
for families and students to assist in
successful student transitions to school.




Describe how the LEA will provide such other ~ [1116(e)(14) | e Utilize the discretionary items
reasonable support for parental involvement activities described in Section 1116 to develop

under this section. (For example, the discretionary items strategies to improve family
described in Section 1116[e][6- 13] to build effective engagement. Provide opportunities for
partnerships between the school and parents). families to request additional support

and offer input on the improvement of
family engagement programs.

*Numbers correspond to LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy: Innovative Example (Adapted from the Connecticut
State Department of Education)
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LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy:

Traditional Template

NOTE TO THE LEA: School districts, in meaningful consultation with parents, may use the sample template below as a
framework for the information to be included in their parent and family engagement policy. School districts are not
required to follow this sample template or framework, but if they establis/ the LEA’s expectations for parent and family
engagement and include all of the components listed under “Description of How the District Will Implement Required
LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy Components” below, they will have incorporated the information that Section
1116(a)(2) requires to be in the LEA parent and family engagement policy. School districts, in meaningful consultation
with parents, are encouraged to include other relevant and agreed upon activities and actions that will support effective
parent and family engagement and strengthen student academic achievement.

INSERT YOUR
DISTRICT LOGO
HERE

Local Educational Agency (LEA)/District Level
Parent and Family Engagement Policy/Plan
[Insert District Name]

[School Year XXXX — XXXX]

[Insert Revision Date MM/DD/YYYY]

In support of strengthening student academic achievement, [Insert name of school district] receives Title I, Part A funds
and therefore must jointly develop with, agree on with, and distribute to parents and family members of participating
children a written parent and family engagement policy that contains information required by Section 1116(a)(2) of the
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The policy establishes the LEA’s expectations and objectives for meaningful parent
and family engagement and describes how the LEA will implement a number of specific parent and family engagement
activities, and it is incorporated into the LEA’s plan submitted to the Nevada Department of Education.

The [Insert name of school district] agrees to implement the following requirements as outlined by Section 1116:

e The school district will put into operation programs, activities, and procedures for the engagement of parents and
family members in all of its schools with Title I, Part A programs. These programs, activities, and procedures will
be planned and operated with meaningful consultation with parents and family members of participating children.

e Consistent with Section 1116, the school district will work with its schools to ensure that the required school-level
parent and family engagement policies meet the requirements of Section 1116(b) of the ESSA, and each include
as a component a school-parent compact consistent with Section 1116(d) of the ESEA.

e Incarrying out the Title I, Part A parent and family engagement requirements to the extent practicable, the school
district and its schools will provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English
proficiency, limited literacy, disabilities, of migratory children, who are economically disadvantaged, or are of
any racial or ethnic minority background, including providing information and school reports required under
Section 1111 of the ESSA in an understandable and uniform format including alternative formats upon request
and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand.

o If the LEA plan for Title I, Part A, developed under Section 1112 of the ESEA, is not satisfactory to the parents of

participating children, the school district will submit any parent comments with the plan when the school district
submits the plan to the state Department of Education.
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e The school district will be governed by the following definition of parental involvement and expects that its Title
I schools will carry out programs, activities, and procedures in accordance with this definition in Section 8101 of
the ESSA:

Parental involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful
communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring:

(A) Parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning

(B) Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school

(C) Parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making
and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child

(D) Other activities are carried out, such as those described in Section 1116 of the ESEA

DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE DISTRICT WILL IMPLEMENT REQUIRED LEA PARENT AND FAMILY
ENGAGEMENT POLICY COMPONENTS

JOINTLY DEVELOPED
The [name of school district] will take the following actions to involve parents and family members in jointly developing

its LEA plan under Section 1112, and the development of support and improvement plans under paragraphs (1) and (2) of
Section 1111(d) of the ESEA:

(Describe/list how parents will be involved in the development of the district parent and family engagement policy and
how parents will be involved in the development and review of the School Improvement/Title | Schoolwide/Title |
Targeted Assistance Plan and, if applicable, the Comprehensive Support and Improvement and the Targeted Support and
Improvement plans.)

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

The [name of school district] will provide the following coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to
assist and build capacity of all Title I, Part A schools in planning and implementing effective parent and family
involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance, which may include meaningful
consultation with employers, business leaders, and philanthropic organizations, or individuals with expertise in effectively
engaging parents and family members in education:

(Describe/list how the district will provide support and technical assistance to all its Title I schools in planning and
implementing effective parent and family involvement practices inclusive of school parent and family engagement
policies/plans, school-parent compacts, and all Title | parent and family engagement requirements.)

ANNUAL EVALUATION

The [name of school district] will take the following actions to conduct, with the meaningful involvement of parents and
family members, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this parent and family engagement policy in
improving the academic quality of its Title I, Part A schools. The evaluation will include identifying barriers to greater
participation by parents in activities (with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are
disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background). The
evaluation will also include identifying the needs of parents and family members to assist with the learning of their
children, including engaging with school personnel and teachers and strategies to support successful school and family
interactions. The school district will use the findings of the evaluation about its parent and family engagement policy to
design evidence-based strategies for more effective parental involvement, and to revise, if necessary, its parent and family
engagement policies.

(Describe/List actions for how the evaluation will be conducted, identifying who will be responsible for conducting it, and
explaining what role parents and family members will play.)
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RESERVATION OF FUNDS

The [name of school district] will involve the parents and family members of children served in Title I, Part A schools in
decisions about how the 1 percent of Title I, Part A funds reserved for parent and family engagement is spent and will
ensure that not less than 90 percent of the 1 percent reserved goes directly to Title I schools.

(Describe/List how the district will share with parents and family members the budget for parent and family engagement
activities and programs and how parents and family members will be involved in providing input into how the funds are
used.)

COORDINATION OF SERVICES

The [name of school district] will coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement strategies with parent and family
engagement strategies, to the extent feasible and appropriate, with other relevant Federal, State, and local laws and
programs: [Insert programs, such as: Head Start or other public preschool programs, parent resource centers, and
other programs] that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children by:

(Describe/list how the district will coordinate with other organizations, businesses, and community partners to provide
additional supports and resources to families such as public preschool programs or organizations to help students
transition to elementary, middle, high, and postsecondary schools or careers.)

BUILDING CAPACITY OF PARENTS

The [name of school district] will, with the assistance of its Title I schools, build parents’ capacity for strong parental
involvement by providing materials and training on such topics as literacy training and using technology (including
education about the harms of copyright piracy) to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s
academic achievement. Assistance will also be provided to parents in understanding the following topics:

e The challenging State academic standards
The State and local academic assessments including alternate assessments
The requirements of Title I, Part A
How to monitor their child’s progress
How to work with educators

(Describe/list activities, such as workshops, conferences, classes, online resources, Academic Parent-Teacher Team
(APTT) meetings, and any equipment or other materials that may be necessary to support parents in helping their
student’s academic success.)

BUILDING CAPACITY OF SCHOOL STAFF

The [name of school district] will, with the assistance of its schools and parents, educate its teachers, specialized
instructional support personnel, principals, and other school leaders, and other staff in the value and utility of
contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners,
implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and schools by:

(Describel/list activities such as workshops, conferences, trainings, webinars, Academic Parent-Teacher Team (APTT)
meetings, and online resources that will be used with school staff to build their capacity to work with parents as equal
partners. Include information about how the district and/or schools will provide information related to school and parent
programs, meetings, and other activities to parents in a format, to the extent practicable, and in a language that parents
can understand.)
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BUILDING CAPACITY FOR INVOLVEMENT

NOTE TO THE LEA: The LEA parent and family engagement policy may include additional paragraphs listing and
describing other discretionary activities that the school district, in meaningful consultation with its parents, chooses to
undertake to build parents’ capacity for involvement in the school and school district to support their children’s academic
achievement, such as the following discretionary activities listed under Section 1116(e) of the ESSA:

L1 Involving parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the
effectiveness of that training

L1 Providing necessary literacy training for parents from Title I, Part A funds, if the school district has exhausted
all other reasonably available sources of funding for that training

L1 Paying reasonable and necessary expenses associated with parental involvement activities, including
transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to participate in school-related meetings and training
sessions

L1 Training parents to enhance the involvement of other parents

(] Maximize parental involvement and participation in their children’s education, arranging school meetings at a
variety of times or conducting in-home conferences between teachers or other educators who work directly with
participating children, with parents who are unable to attend those conferences at school

1 Adopting and implementing model approaches to improving parental involvement

[ Establishing a districtwide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parental
involvement in Title I, Part A programs

L1 Developing appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses, including faith-based
organizations, in parental involvement activities

NOTE TO THE LEA: Describe how each discretionary item your district and parents choose will be implemented.

ADOPTION

This LEA parent and family engagement policy has been developed jointly and agreed on with parents and family
members of children participating in Title I, Part A programs, as evidenced by [insert text].

This policy was adopted by the [name of school district] on [mm/dd/yy] and will be in effect for the period of the [insert
school year years] school year. The school district will distribute this policy to all parents of participating Title I, Part A
children on or before [insert date]

[Signature of Authorized Official]
[Date]

NOTE TO THE LEA: It is not a requirement that the LEA parent and family engagement policy is signed. This sample
template is not an official U.S. Department of Education document. It is provided only as an example.
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LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy:

Innovative Example

2019-2020

'0‘Achieve County School District Revised Juze 14, 2019

Parent and Family Engagement Policy me,ihfi;’f f’;f;

achievecountyschools.org
(123) 456-7890

'QWhat is Family
Engagement?

Family Engagement means the participation of
parents and family members in regular, two-way.
and meaningful communication involving student
academic learning and other school activities,
including ensuring:

(A) That parents play an integral role in assisting
their child’s learning.

(B) That parents are encouraged to be actively
involved in their child’s education.

About the Parent and Family Engagement Policy i
@I In support of strengthening student academic together to support learning, children tend to do better in
T achievement. the Achieve County School District school. stay in school longer and enjoy school more.
(ACSD) has developed this parent and family Title I, Part A provides for substantive family
engagement policy that establishes the district’s engagement at every level of the program, such as in the
expectations and objectives for meaningful family development and implementation of the district and
engagement and guides the strategies and resources school plan, and in carrying out the district and school
that strengthen school and parent partnerships in the improvement provisions. Section 1116 of ESSA
district’s Title I schools. This plan will describe contains the primary Title I. Part A requirements for
ACSD’s commitment to engage families in the schools and school systems to involve parents and

education of their children and to build the capacity family members in their children’s education. The

in its Title I schools to implement family engagement ACSD will work with its Title I schools to ensure that

strategies and activities designed to achieve the the required school-level parent and family engagement

district and student academic achievement goals. policies meet the requirements of federal law and each
include, as a component, a school-parent compact.

When schools. families, and commmunities work
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3 ointly Developed

Dunng the annual State of the District meeting in Mu 5 -

2019, all parents were invited to participate and
provide suggestions and ideas to improve this district
parent and family engagement policy for the 2019-
2020 school year. The district sent an email to all
parents informing them about this meeting and posted
an announcement on the school district website.
During this meeting, parents also reviewed and
discussed the Consolidated LEA Improvement Plan
(CLIP), the Comprehensive Support and Improvement
School’s Plan, and the Targeted Support and
Improvement School’s Plan. Additionally, each Title I
school used its Parent Advisory Council to review the
district parent and family engagement policy before
the end of the 2018-2019 school year.

Upon final revision, the district parent and family
engagement policy was incorporated into the CLIP
which was submitted to the state. Parents are welcome

to submit comments and feedback regarding the policy =

@ Reservation of Funds

" The ACSD will reserve 1 percent from the total

at any time on the school district website or by

submitting written comments to your child’s school.
All feedback received by July 2019 was considered for
revisions to this policy.

The district’s plan to distribute this policy is to post it
on district and school websites and in parent resource
centers, disseminate it during the annual Title I school
meetings in the fall, and email the hnk to all parents in

Strengthening Our School

~ 1'his year, the district family engagement

coordinator (FEC) will provide technical assistance
and support to all Title I schools to ensure family
engagement requirements are being satisfied and
that family engagement strategies and activities are
being implemented. Title I schools will receive
notifications and resources from the district and the
FEC to help them improve and strengthen family
engagement. In addition to frequent communication
and school visits, the district and the FEC will hold
monthly meetings and trainings with its Title I
schools’ principals and school FECs to review
family engagement plans and activities.

Additionally, the district will convene a summit in
March for principals and FECs to review parent and
family engagement requirements and plan
opportunities for family engagement activities and
meetings for the remainder of the school year.

amount of Title I funds 1t receives in 2019-2020 to
carry out the parent and family engagement
requirements listed in this policy and as described in

federal law. Furthermore. the ACSD will distribute 5l

90 percent of the amount reserved to Title I schools
to support their local-level family engagement
programs and activities. The district will provide
clear guidance and communication to assist each
Title I school in developing an adequate family
engagement budget that addresses their needs

. assessment and parent recommendations.

/' Each Title I school hosted an annual School

Improvement Forum in May for parents to provide
suggestions on how these family engagement funds
could be used in the upcoming year at the district
and school-level. Comment cards and minutes
from these meetings were reviewed by the
district to determine areas of need for the
upcoming school year and consider
changes to the family engagement
budget. If you have suggestions, please
contact the FEC 1n the district office.
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W Opportunities for
Meaningful Consultation

Input and suggestions from parents, famuly members,
and community partners are an essential component of
the district and school improvement plans that are
developed each year. All parents of students eligible to
receive Title I services are invited to attend two meeting
opportunities described in this section to share their

1deas and suggestions to help the district, schools. and g
students to reach our student academic achievement
goals.

State of the District Meeting ~ May 22, 2020

All parents are welcome to hear the latest updates from
the Achieve County School District as well as review
and provide input into the district parent and family
engagement policy and the Consolidated LEA
Improvement Plan for the 2020-2021 school year.
Notices regarding this meeting will be emailed to all
parents in advance of the meeting. The district will also
communicate information regarding this meeting on the
school district website.

, School Improvement Forums ~ May 7-3, 2020
¥ During this week. each Title I school will host a forum
~ for parents and family members to participate in
roundtable discussions to review the schoolwide plan,
& the school’s parent and family engagement policies as
\ well as provide input on the family engagement budget
y and topics for school staff training. Each Title I school
~ will send invitations home as well as email and text
parents to notify them about the date and time of the
forum Information regarding the School Improvement
Forum will also be made available on the school
websites.

. Input on the use of Title I funds to support family

| engagement programs may also be provided through the

' annual district survey. The survey will contain questions

related to the family engagement budget and school staff
training for parents to provide their comments.

Unable to attend these meetings? Please visit
wiww.achieveschiools.org/Titlel to review the meetfing
documents and minutes and leave your input.

[®] Scan the code with your smartphone or
@4 tablet to access family engagement
information from the ACSD website.
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) Bulldlng C ap aclty
The ACSD will build pannuships between its Title I Schools, families, and comnmunity with the goal of
developing mutual support for student achievement. To develop capacity for this support, the ACSD will
implement a variety of family and community engagement initiatives. The Academic Parent-Teacher
Team (APTT) model of family engagement is one such mitiative. Training and support of APTT was
provided for through the Georgia Department of Education. APTT is a program wherein teachers and
families partner to address academic goals through at-home leaming activities.

Of Parents - the acsp witt provide families with information about the overall Title I program
y' and its requirements. The district works with its Title I schools to help families understand academic
~ expectations for student leaming and progress. Specific information related to APTT, the State’s
challenging academic standards, and local and state assessments—including alternative assessments, will
also be provided. The district also offers assistance to parents in understanding use of its online student
information system and other digital resources, including the harms of copyright piracy, through its
technology specialists. Notifications about these opportunities will be posted on the district website and
shared through school messaging systems. newsletters. and social media postings.

In addition, the district and school websites contain resources and materials such as parent guides, study |
guides, practice assessments, and APTT materials for at-home learning. Hard copies of these matenials
are also available at all Title I schools. including copies in Spanish.

The ACSD Parent Advisory Council, made up of parent representatives from each Title I school, advises
the district and schools on all matters related to family engagement. Community leaders and business
partners are also invited to serve on the council. The participation of all of our partners is encouraged

M through video conferencing and recording options to accommodate varying schedules.

| The ACSD will coordinate and integrate the district’s famuly engagement programs under this part with
7 parent and family engagement strategies. to the extent feasible and appropriate. with other relevant
Federal, State, and local laws and programs such as, the local preschool program and other federal and
state funded preschool programs in the district. The district will invite faculty and staff from those
programs to attend planning meetings focused on family engagement activities. In the spring, schools will
host Kindergarten Ready days, Middle and High School Transition Nights. and College and Career Fairs
so parents may receive information to help prepare them and their children for the next life stage.

OfSChOOl Staff The ACSD will conduct four trainings during the school year for
principals and school FECs to leam and discuss strategies to increase family engagement. improve
school-family communication, and build ties with parents and the community. These trainings will be
redelivered to the faculty and staff of Title I schools. If the school 1s implementing APTT. the ACSD
Family Engagement Leadership Team (FELT) will conduct an APTT training for the entire school staff. L
The purpose of the FELT is to coordinate the sustainability and growth of APTT in the district. The |
ACSD will also host a training for appropnate school staff and faculty that will focus on creating
welcoming environments.

\ To ensure that information related to district, school. parent programs. APTT meetings, and activities is
J' available to all parents. each Title I school is required to send home and post online information for
~parents and family members in an understandable language and uniform format. At the beginning of the
year, school staff will be trained on parent notifications and resources to be sent home in parents’
preferred language, where applicable, and providing interpreters at parent events and APTT meetings.
Information posted on the district website will be translated to the extent practicable. The district will also
utilize school phone call systems, district and school websites, local news media. and social media to post
information for parents.
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Parent and Family Engagement Evaluation

Each year, the ACSD will conduct an evaluation of the websites for parents to complete. In addition to the

content and effectiveness of this parent and family annual survey. each Title I school will also use the
engagement policy and the family engagement activities School Improvement Forum to facilitate group

to improve the academic quality of the Title I schools discussions to discuss the needs parents of children
through an annual parent survey and the School eligible to receive Title I services to design strategies for
Improvement Forums. more effective family engagement.

Beginning in Apnl, each Title I school will send home a The ACSD will use the findings from the school forums

survey and email a link to the survey for parents to and the survey results to design strategies to improve
provide valuable feedback regarding the parent and effective family engagement, to remove possible
family engagement activities and programs. These barriers to parent participation, and to revise its parent

surveys will also be po§ted on the district and school and family engagement policies.

| Accessibility

In carrying out the parent and family engagement requirements established by
Section 1116 of the ESSA_ the district family engagement coordinator will
communicate and collaborate with the Office for Student Support Services to
ensure full opportunities for participation of parents with limited English
proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children including
prondmg information and school reports in a language parents can understan

y Mark Your Calendars
For Parents For Schools
Annual Parent Survey Welcoming Schools Training
April 3-17, 2020 August 23,2019 —
County Board Office
School Improvement Forum
May 6-8, 2020 — Principal and FEC Meetings
Local school site First Wednesday of every
2 month
State of the District
May 22, 2020 —

County Board Office

,.: Adoption

This dlstncnwde parent and family engagement policy has
been developed jointly and agreed upon with parents and
family members of children participating in Title I Part A
programs as evidenced by the collaboration of parents,
school, and district personnel at the annual State of the
District meeting.

This policy was adopted by the Achieve County School
District on June 14, 2019 and will be 1n effect for the 2019-
2020 academic school year. The school district will distribute
this policy in multiple ways to all parents of participating
Title I, Part A children before or during the first week of fall
semester.
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School Parent and Family Engagement Policy

Each school that receives Title | funds must jointly develop, agree on with, and distribute to family members of
children receiving services a written family engagement policy. The school family engagement policy describes
how the school will carry out the family engagement requirements to ensure effective engagement of families
and to support a partnership among the school, families, and the community to improve student academic
achievement.

To better assist schools in the development of the school family engagement policy, the Department provides
two different examples of school family engagement policies. The Traditional Template outlines the various
components of the policy that schools must describe how they will implement and address. The Innovative
Example provides schools with an example of a family-friendly format of the school family engagement policy
that addresses and describes all the necessary components. Schools are encouraged to use these samples, along
with the School Parent and Family Engagement Guide to Quality.

School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Guide to Quality

School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Traditional Template
School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Innovative Example
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School Parent and Family Engageme

Guide to Quality

Title I, Part A School Parent and Family Engagement Policy

Schools may use the guide below to identify the requirements for the school engagement policy and match these
requirements with the policy examples provided by the Department. Title I, Section 1116 of the Every Student Succeeds
Act (ESSA) requires that each school receiving Title I, Part A funds jointly develop with, agree on with, and distribute to
parents and family members of participating children a written parent and family engagement policy. Schools are
encouraged to use this guide and the sample templates, in meaningful consultation with families, to develop a school
family engagement policy that will establish the expectations for family engagement and strengthen student academic
achievement for the district. The School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Innovative Example is labeled to
demonstrate how each component of the example aligns with the school family engagement policy requirements in ESSA.

Does the LEA Parent and Family Engagement Section of Suggestion to make the policy more
Policy: Title | Law effective:

— Describe the purpose of the parent and family 1116(b)(1) e Provide a brief overview of Title | and
= 8 |engagement policy along with information about the its purpose as well as what is included
g % Title | program. in the school and family engagement
= g policy.

Describe how parents and family members will be (1116(b)(1) e Ensure all families have the

= E.’_ involved in the development of the school parent and opportunity to provide input on the

% © family engagement policy. policy by prowdlpg several attempts

=2 and ways for families to provide
feedback.

2 o Describe how parents will be involved in the 1116(c)(3) o Develop multiple opportunities

@ 3 planning, review, and improvement of parent and family throughout the year for families to

S = |lengagement programs. provide feedback and suggestions.

Describe how the school will provide parents with [1116(c)(3) o Provide families with multiple

g ‘é_ the opportunity for regular meetings to formulate 1116(c)(4)(C) | opportunities to provide suggestions

$ £ jsuggestions and participate in decision-making and participate in decision-making.
regarding their child’s education.

= Describe how parents will be involved in the 1116(c)(3) e List the specific opportunities that exist

c 5 . L P

@ 3 (development of the schoolwide plan. for families to provide input on the

&5 schoolwide plan.

Describe how the school will notify parents and 1116(c)(1) o Describe how the school will offer a

family of the parent and family engagement policy in an flexible number of Title | Annual
understandable format. Parent Meetings at various times and in

varying formats.

Annual Title |
Meeting

Describe how the school will notify parents and  {1116(b)(1)(A) | e Ensure that necessary information is
family of the parent and family engagement policy in an received by families by providing
understandable format. updates in multiple ways.

Communications
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communicate with, and work with parents as equal
partners, implement and coordinate parent programs,

and build ties between parents and the school.

Does the LEA Parent and Family Engagement Section of Suggestion to make the policy more
Policy: Title I Law effective:
o3 Describe how the school will provide parents with (1116(c)(4)(a) | e Describe the various methods the
& ftimely information about Title I programs.. school will use to communicate
kS information with families
c
>
S
S
o
©)
o Describe how the school will offer parents a 1116(c)(2) e Describe how the school will offer
oS [flexible number of meetings and transportation, child multiple meetings at convenient times
§ care, or home visits. for families to increase participation
S
S
S
o
©)
= Describe the process the schools will follow to 1116(d) e Work with families to evaluate
® « |jointly develop with parents a school-parent compact commitments and determine how
& & that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and successful each party was throughout
= g students will share the responsibility for improved the school year in honoring the
£ O [academic achievement. compact.
((/.))
- Ensure that the format and language of the policy are[1116(f) e Describe how district reports, letters,
=3 (family-friendly. 1116(b)(1) information, and materials will be
£ k5] available in a format and language that
w T all families can understand.
o > Describe how the school will build parent capacity [1116(e) o Describe the various ways the district
._g ‘5 [for strong parental involvement. will implement procedures to build the
= § schools’ and parents’ capacity.
m o
Describe how the school will provide assistance to|1116(e)(1) ¢ Provide grade-level educational
> > parents in understanding the achievement levels of the {1116(c)(4)(B) | workshops designed to help families
5 & [challenging State academic standards, state and local understand the corresponding subjects,
'S & [academic assessments and alternate assessments, Title | assessments, and requirements.
@ O frequirements, and how to monitor their child’s progress
and work with educators.
o > Describe how the district will provide materials  1116(e)(2) ¢ Develop families guides and resources
S ‘g [and training to help parents to work with their children that align with the classroom
T & . . . s . . . . . .
S g [to improve their children’s achievement, such as literacy instruction to bridge student learning
m O [training and using technology. with parent support at home.
Describe how the school will educate teachers,  |1116(e)(3) o Create regularly scheduled, at least
specialized instructional support personnel, principals, quarterly, staff development classes
o > |and other school leaders and other staff, with the highlighting different ways that the
cC = . . . .
5 & [assistance of parents, in the value and utility of school, families, and students can work
'S £ [contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, together to obtain goals.
m o




Does the LEA Parent and Family Engagement Section of Suggestion to make the policy more
Policy: Title | Law effective:
Describe how the school will coordinate and 1116(e)(4) ¢ Coordinate with the corresponding
integrate parent involvement programs with other organizations to strengthen
> 2> Federal, State, and local programs, including public communication and enhance potential
5 S |preschool programs, and conduct other activities, such opportunities for family engagement,
'S S |as parent resource centers, that encourage and support including providing information and
M O Iparents in more fully participating in the education of resources to support school orientation
their children. for families and students to assist in
successful student transitions to school.
Describe how the school will ensure that 1116(e)(5) e Provide all families with materials,
> 2 information related to school and parent programs, correspondence, and information in
5 & [meetings, and other activities is sent to the parents of appropriate languages, according to the
‘S & |participating children in a format and, to the extent school population, and a format that is
@ O Ipracticable, in a language the parents can understand. family-friendly. (Including the School
Parent and Family Engagement Policy)
Describe how the school will provide other 1116(e)(14) |e Utilize the discretionary items
reasonable support for parental involvement activities described in Section 1116 to develop
2 %’ under this section as parents may request. strategies to improve family
= 5 engagement. Provide opportunities for
a8 families to request additional support
and offer input on the improvement of
family engagement programs.
Describe the strategies, activities, and information | This is a best | e Provide families with resources and
s 8 that the school will provide to support a strong practice and assistance based on the district and
o & [partnership between the school, parents, and the not required. | school’s needs assessment and family
2 -= |[community to improve student academic achievement. input.
3 3 o Develop multiple opportunities for
S & s g :
w families to receive information and to

be engaged in the child’s education.

*Numbers correspond to sample School Parent and Family Engagement Plan/Policy: Innovative Example (Adapted from
the Connecticut State Department of Education)
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School Parent and Family Engagement Plan/F

Traditional Template

NOTE TO SCHOOLS: Schools, in meaningful consultation with parents, may use the sample template below as a
framework for the information to be included in their school parent and family engagement plan/policy. Schools are not
required to follow this sample template or framework, but if they establish the school’s expectations for parent and family
engagement and include all of the components listed under “Description of How The School Will Implement Required
School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Components,” they will have incorporated the information that Section
1116(b) and (c) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires to be in the school parent and family engagement
plan/policy. Schools, in meaningful consultation with parents, are encouraged to include other relevant and agreed upon
activities and actions, as well, that will support effective parent and family engagement and strengthen student academic
achievement.

INSERT YOUR
DISTRICT LOGO
HERE

School Parent and Family Engagement Policy
[Insert School Name]
[School Year XXXX - XXXX]
[Insert Revision Date MM/DD/YYYY]

In support of strengthening student academic achievement, [Insert name of school] receives Title I, Part A funds and
therefore must jointly develop with, agree on with, and distribute to parents and family members of participating children
a written parent and family engagement policy that contains information required by section 1116(b) and (c) of the Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The policy establishes the school’s expectations for parent and family engagement and
describes how the school will implement a number of specific parent and family engagement activities, and it is
incorporated into the school’s plan submitted to the local educational agency (LEA).

[Insert school name] agrees to implement the following requirements as outlined by Section 1116:

e Involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and improvement of programs
under Title I, Part A, including the planning, review, and improvement of the school parent and family
engagement policy and the joint development of the schoolwide program plan under Section 1114(b) of the Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).

o Update the school parent and family engagement policy periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and
the school, distribute it to the parents of participating children, and make the parent and family engagement policy
available to the local community.

¢ Provide full opportunities, to the extent practicable, for the participation of parents with limited English
proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and
school reports required under Section 1111 of the ESSA in an understandable and uniform format, including
alternative formats upon request and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand.

e If the schoolwide program plan under Section 1114(b) of the ESSA is not satisfactory to the parents of
participating children, submit any parent comments on the plan when the school makes the plan available to the
local educational agency.

e Be governed by the following statutory definition of parent and family engagement and will carry out programs,
activities, and procedures in accordance with this definition:

o Parent and Family Engagement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful
communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring:
(A) Parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning
(B) Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school

School Year 2020-2021
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(C) Parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-
making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child
(D) Other activities are carried out, such as those described in Section 1116 of the ESSA

DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE SCHOOL WILL IMPLEMENT REQUIRED SCHOOL PARENT AND FAMILY
ENGAGEMENT POLICY COMPONENTS

NOTE TO SCHOOLS: The school parent and family engagement policy must include a description of how the school
will implement or accomplish each of the following components [Section 1116(b)(1) of ESSA]. This is a sample template,
as there is no required format for these descriptions. However, regardless of the format the school chooses to use, a
description of each of the following components below must be included to satisfy statutory requirements.

JOINTLY DEVELOPED

[Insert school name] will take the following actions to involve parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely manner in
the planning, review, and improvement of Title | programs, including opportunities for regular meetings, if requested by
parents, to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their child and
respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible.

(Describe/List how parents will be involved in the development of the school parent and family engagement policy and
how parents will be involved in the planning, review, and improvement of parent and family engagement programs.)

ANNUAL TITLE | MEETING

[Insert school name] will take the following actions to conduct an annual meeting, at a convenient time, and encourage
and invite all parents of participating children to attend to inform them about the school’s Title I program, the nature of
the Title I program, the parents’ requirements, the school parent and family engagement policy, the schoolwide plan, and
the school-parent compact.

(Describe/List when (provide the month/year or month/day/year) the school will hold the Annual Title I meeting to inform
parents of the requirements of Title I and the school’s participation as well as the parents’ rights to be involved. The
Annual Title I meeting should not be used to ask for parent input, but provided as an opportunity to disseminate
information and distribute copies of the revised parent and family engagement policy.)

COMMUNICATIONS
[Insert school name] will take the following actions to provide parents of participating children the following:
e Timely information about the Title | programs
e Flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may provide with Title | funds,
transportation, child care or home visits, as such services relate to parent and family engagement.
¢ Information related to the school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities, is sent to the parents of
participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request and, to
the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand:

(Describe/List how the parent and family engagement policy will be distributed to parents and how the school is going to
communicate with parents including information about how the school will provide information related to school and
parent programs, meetings, and other activities to parents in a format, to the extent practicable, and in a language that
parents can understand.)

SCHOOL-PARENT COMPACT

[Insert school name] will take the following actions to jointly develop with parents of participating children a school-
parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved
student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help
children achieve the state’s high standards.

| (Describe/List the process the schools will follow to jointly develop with parents a school-parent compact.)
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RESERVATION OF FUNDS
If applicable, [Insert school name] will take the following actions to involve the parents of children served in Title I, Part
A schools in decisions about how the 1 percent of Title I, Part A funds reserved for parent and family engagement is spent

by:

(If the district receives more than $500,000 in Title | allocation, then it must reserve 1 percent for parent and family
engagement activities. If the school is allocated a percentage of the 1 percent, describe/list how the school will share with
parents the budget for parent and family engagement activities and programs and how parents will be involved in
providing input into how the funds are used.)

COORDINATION OF SERVICES

[Insert school name] will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement
programs and activities with other Federal, State, and local programs, including public preschool programs, and conduct
other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the
education of their children by:

(Describe/List how the district will coordinate with other organizations, businesses, and community partners to provide
additional supports and resources to families.)

BUILDING CAPACITY OF PARENTS

[Insert school name] will build the parents’ capacity for strong parent and family engagement to ensure effective
involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school and the community to improve student academic
achievement through the following:

e Providing parents with a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic
assessments used to measure student progress, and the achievement levels of the challenging State academic
standards; and

e Materials and training to help parents to work with their child to improve their child’s achievement, such as
literacy training and using technology (including education about the harms of copyright piracy), as appropriate,
to foster parent and family engagement

e Providing assistance to parents of participating children, as appropriate, in understanding topics such as the
following:

o The challenging State’s academic standards
The State and local academic assessments including alternate assessments
The requirements of Title I, Part A
How to monitor their child’s progress
How to work with educators to improve the achievement of their child

(Describe/List activities, such as workshops, conferences, classes, online resources, Academic Parent-Teacher Team
meetings, and any equipment or other materials that may be necessary to support parents in helping their student’s
academic success.)

BUILDING CAPACITY OF SCHOOL STAFF

[Insert school name] will provide training to educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and
other school leaders, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and
in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent
programs, and build ties between parents and the school by:

(Describe/List activities such as workshops, conferences, trainings, webinars, online resources, and Academic Parent-
Teacher Team meetings that will be used with school staff to build their capacity to work with parents as equal partners.
Describe/List methods of parents’ assistance for building staff capacity.)

[Insert school name] will provide other reasonable support for parent and family engagement activities under Section
1116 as parents may request by:

School Year 2020-2021
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(Describe/List actions the school will take to provide other reasonable support for parent and family engagement
activities.)

DISCRETIONARY SCHOOL PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
POLICY COMPONENTS

NOTE TO SCHOOLS: The School Parent and Family Engagement Policy may include additional paragraphs listing and
describing other discretionary activities that the school, in meaningful consultation with its parents, chooses to undertake
to build parents’ capacity for involvement in the school to support their children’s academic achievement, such as the
following discretionary activities listed under Section 1116(e) of the ESSA.

Indicate which of the following discretionary (optional) school parent and family engagement policy components the
school will implement to improve family-school partnerships:

[1 Involve parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the
effectiveness of that training.

[1 Provide necessary literacy training for parents from Title I, Part A funds if the school has exhausted all other
reasonably available sources of funding for that training.

[1 Pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parent and family engagement activities, including

transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to participate in school-related meetings and training

sessions.

Train parents to enhance the engagement of other parents.

To maximize parent and family engagement and participation in their child’s education, arrange school

meetings at a variety of times or conduct in-home conferences with teachers or other educators who work

directly with participating children and parents who are unable to attend conferences at school.

Adopt and implement model approaches to improving parent and family engagement

Establish a districtwide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parent and family

engagement in Title I, Part A programs.

[1 Develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses, including faith-based
organizations, in parent and family engagement activities.

oo

0O

| NOTE TO THE SCHOOLS: Describe how each discretionary item checked above will be implemented.

School Year 2020-2021
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Section Four

Compacts

This section provides Title | schools and districts with a guide of specific criteria to assist them in understanding
and meeting Title 1 School-Parent Compact requirements. Included in this section:
e School-Parent/Family Compacts (p. 74)
School-Parent/Family Compact: Guide to Quality (p. 75)
School-Parent/Family Compact: Traditional Template (p. 77)
School-Parent/Family Compact: Innovative Template (p. 80)
School-Parent/Family Compact: Innovative Example (p. 81)
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School-Parent/Family Compacts

Each school that receives Title | funds must jointly develop and revise with parents a school-parent/family
compact as part of the school-level family engagement policy. The school-parent/family compact is an
agreement that outlines how families, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for
improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop
a partnership to help children achieve the state’s high standards.

To provide beneficial guidance and assistance for schools in the development of their school-parent/family
compacts, the Department offers several different examples of school-parent/family compacts as well as various
useful tools. The Traditional Template outlines the essential components that schools are required to include in
the compact. Additionally, schools can use the different Innovative Examples designed for each school-level
that also outline the required components, but highlight specific academic strategies for schools, families, and
students in a family-friendly format. To best meet their academic goals, schools may choose to develop a
compact for the entire school, specific grade levels, or different subject areas.

Schools are encouraged to use these samples in conjunction with the School-Parent/Family Compact Guide to
Quality to ensure that their school-parent/family compacts are effectively designed to meet Title | family
engagement requirements and support student academic achievement. It is recommended that each Title |
school utilize these resources to develop their school-parent/family compact with staff, parents, and students so
it is aligned with the individual goals and needs of the school.

School-Parent/Family Compact: Guide to Quality
School-Parent/Family Compact: Traditional Template
School-Parent/Family Compact: Innovative Template
School-Parent/Family Compact: Innovative Example

School Year 2020-2021
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School-Parent/Family Compact: Guide to Quality

Title I, Part A School-Parent/Family Compact

Schools may use this guide to identify and match the requirements for their school-parent/family compact with the sample
school-parent/family compacts provided by the Department. As a component of the school-level family engagement
policy, each school receiving Title | funds must develop with parents of participating children a school-parent/family
compact. Therefore, schools are encouraged to use this guide with the samples, in meaningful consultation with parents, to
develop a school-parent/family compact that will outline the shared responsibility of the teacher/school, families, and
students to improve student academic achievement. For example, this can be done at the school's first Title | meeting as a
lesson activity. The School-Parent/Family Compact Innovative Example is labeled to demonstrate how each component of
the example aligns with the school parent and family engagement policy requirements in ESSA.

Does the school-parent/family compact*: Section of Suggestion to make the policy more
Title | Law effective:
Clearly state the district and school academic 1116(d) ¢ Link actions in the compact to goals in
S = fachievement goals. Identify one or two school goals of the school improvement plan.
S & |highest academic need and an aligned fundamental e Use academic achievement data to set
g % academic focus area. specific goals.
@ = o Have teachers identify the most
= & fundamental academic focus area(s)
that will impact the identified goals.
Describe ways the teacher/school will provide 1116(d) o Describe how teachers will
parents with strategies/activities aligned to the school  |1116(d)(1) communicate to parents, information
= % goals to assist their child with the high-quality designed to help them understand what
-CES ﬁ curriculum and instruction. their children are learning and doing in
& = class.
2 = o Specify what evidence-based
= & strategies/activities the teachers/ school
will provide to families to support at
home learning.
= o Provide information and actions specific to each grade | This is a best | e Include high-impact actions for each
o § level, tied to the school improvement plan. practice and grade level, designed by grade-level
8 o not required. | teams with parents.
o
22
— wn
@ Describe specific tasks parents will be responsible  |1116(d) e Connect home learning activities and
= [for to support their children’s learning that are aligned to|1116(d)(1) strategies for students to what they are
= 2 (the school goals learning in class.
A
=
==
» |Provide information and actions specific to each grade | This is a best | e Include high impact actions for each
% |level, tied to the school improvement plan. practice and grade level, designed by grade-level
g 2 not required | teams with families, after asking
% 04 students for input.
=
==
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Does the school-parent/family compact*: Section of Suggestion to make the policy more
Title | Law effective:
= Describe specific ways students will be responsible (1116(d) o Connect activities/strategies for
5 for/contribute to their own learning that are aligned to students to what they are learning in
< @ (the school goals. class.
= o
P
=
=
» [Provide information and actions specific to each grade | This is a best | e Include high impact actions for each
T |level, tied to the school improvement plan. practice and grade level, designed by grade-level
So not required | teams with families.
=)
Hh
=2
|_
Describe school activities that build partnerships 1116(d) ¢ Provide both parents and teachers
2 \with parents, including opportunities for parents to 1116(d)(2)(C) | opportunities to develop skills for
S = Ivolunteer and participate in their child’s class, observe working together.
[ E classroom activities, and communicate with teachers. o Offer activities based on identified
ol = parent needs.
& o Offer meetings at different days and
times.
= Describe how parents and family members are 1116(d) e Provide resources to cover costs for
2  |involved in developing and revising the compact. 1116(f) families to take part, such as child care
2 and transportation.
> e Give specifics about how families are
a involved.
= e Schedule meetings at accessible
'.§ locations and at different days and
times.
= Describe several methods for regular teacher-parent |1116(d)(1) e Include parent-teacher conferences at
Sq communication so that parents are kept up-to-date on  |1116(d)(2)(A),| least once a year, at which the compact
< @ [their students’ progress and can get regular tips on home|(B), and (D) will be discussed.
S ¢ [learning. e Include follow-up steps to support
§ a families and students.
= o Consult with families on
E’ = communication strategies that work
£ an best for them.
(@)
Ensure regular two-way, meaningful communication [1116(f) o Work with families to identify and
%‘ between family members and school staff, and to the eliminate jargon and negative
S [extent practicable, in a language and format that are language.
= [family-friendly. e Engage families/staff in the design
> process to create an attractive final
= product.
$ e Communicate in the parent’s preferred

language.

*Numbers correspond to School-Parent/Family Compact: Innovative Example (Adapted from the Connecticut State
Department of Education)
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School-Parent/Family Compact: Traditional Template

Note to Schools: Schools may use the sample template below as a framework for the information to be included in their
School-Parent Compact. Schools are not required to follow this sample template or framework, but if they include all of
the bolded items listed below, they will have incorporated all of the information required by Section 1116(d) to be
included in the School-Parent Compact. Please remember however, that school-parent compacts should be uniquely
tailored to each school. Schools and parents, in consultation with students, are encouraged to include other relevant and
agreed upon activities and actions as well that will support effective parent and family engagement and strengthen student
academic achievement.

INSERT YOUR
DISTRICT LOGO
HERE

School-Parent/Family Compact
[Insert School Name]
[School Year XXXX — XXXX]
[Insert Revision Date MM/DD/YYYY]

Dear Parent/Guardian,

[Insert School Name], students participating in the Title I, Part A program, and their families, agree that this compact
outlines how the parents, the entire school staff, and the students will share the responsibility for improved student
academic achievement as well as describes how the school and parents will build and develop a partnership that will help
children achieve the State’s high standards.

JOINTLY DEVELOPED

(Describe in family-friendly language how parents are involved in developing and revising the compact.)

For example: The parents, students, and staff of [Insert School Name] partnered together to develop this school-parent
compact for achievement. Teachers suggested home learning strategies, parents added input about the types of support
they needed, and students told us what would help them learn. Parents are encouraged to attend annual revision meetings
held [specify time of year] each year to review the compact and make suggestions based on student needs and school
improvement goals. Parents are also encouraged to participate in the annual Title | parent survey that is also used as a
tool to collect parent feedback regarding the current Title | programs and policies.

To understand how working together can benefit your child, it is first important to understand the district’s and school’s
goals for student academic achievement.

[INSERT SCHOOL DISTRICT’S NAME] GOALS:

Describe in family-friendly language what your school district’s overall goals are in core content areas (ELA, Math,
Science, Social Studies). District goals are the same for all Title | school-parent compacts in the district.)

[INSERT SCHOOL’S NAME] GOALS:

(Describe in family-friendly language what your school’s most critical goals are in core content areas as identified in the
School Improvement Plan. It is recommended that a targeted, foundational grade-level skill to support academic
achievement goals be included.)

School Year 2020-2021
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To help your child meet the district and school goals, the school, you, and your child will work together to:

SCHOOL/TEACHER RESPONSIBILITIES:
[Insert School Name] will:

(Describe/List specific strategies/activities the school will provide to parents to build the parent’s capacity to support
their student’s learning at home to improve student academic achievement. For grade level or individual learning targets,
one to two specific strategies/activities should be provided for incremental progress demonstration.)

An example of the school responsibilities could include:

Teachers will provide families with a monthly newsletter that features games and activities the families can play to review
vocabulary words being covered in class.

PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES:
We, as parents, will:

(Describe/List specific activities linked to learning targets that parents/families will implement to support their child’s
learning and progress toward mastery of the identified school academic goals.)

An example of the parent responsibilities could include:

Families will read the class newsletters and play the word games provided for vocabulary words.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:

(Describe/List specific academic strategies the student will complete to be responsible for their own learning.)
An example of the student responsibilities could include:

Students will bring home the class newsletter featuring vocabulary word games and will play these games at home with
their families to gain practice using the vocabulary words.

COMMUNICATION ABOUT STUDENT LEARNING:
[Insert School Name] is committed to frequent two-way communication with families about children’s learning. Some of
the ways you can expect us to reach you are:

(Describe/List several methods for regular teacher-parent communication so that parents/families are kept up-to-date on
their students’ progress and get regular tips on home learning. Contact information of the school representative whom the
parent should contact regarding questions about their child’s education should also be included in this section.)

An example of communication between teacher-parent could include two or more of the following:

- Class newsletters to parents

- Parent Portal

- Teacher websites or other web-based communication resource
- Parent-Teacher conferences

- Weekly folders

- Emails to parents on student’s progress

- Text messaging

- Phone calls

- Other

School Year 2020-2021
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ACTIVITIES TO BUILD PARTNERSHIPS:
[Insert School Name] offers ongoing events and programs to build partnerships with families.

(Describe/List the opportunities for parents to volunteer, observe, and participate in school activities to build
partnerships that will support student learning)

Partnership examples could include two or more of the following:

- Parent-Teacher Conferences

- Parent Workshops

- Curriculum Nights

- Parent Resource Center

- Volunteering / Observing

- Open House

- Online/virtual activities (webinars, online chats)

- Multi-media activities (podcasts, teacher-created videos)

Please sign and date below to acknowledge that you have read, received, and agree to this School-Parent Compact.
Once signed, please return the form to your child’s teacher. We look forward to our school-parent partnership!

School Representative Signature:
Date:

Parent/Guardian Signature:
Date:

Student Signature:
Date:

School Year 2020-2021

Nevada Department of Education




School-Parent/Family Compact: Innovative Template

f What is a \ / Activities to Build \ f \

School-Parent Compact? Partnerships CO ver
2018-2019
Revised XX/XX/XXXX
Jointly Developed Communication about
Student Learning

/Our Goals for Student\

Teachers, Parents, and Students—Together for Success

Achievement
Teacher/School Family
I Responsibilities: Responsibilities
District goal(s) p L
(List/Describe specific (List/Describe specific activities
activities/strategies provided to linked to learning that
parents to build the parent’s parents/families will implement
capacity to support their to support their child’s learning
student’s learning at home.) to achieve the identified school

academic goals.]

School goal(s) and
focus areas(s)

Student Responsibilities

School Year 2020-2021
Nevada Department of Education




2
Q.
=
©
x

LL
(¢b)
>

—
©
>
@)
c
-
il
(&)
qv]
Q.
=
o

@)

=
=
qv]

LL

~~—~

P
c
(€D
e
©

D_|

[s)
@)

L
(&)

p)]

.........

Srossorppejrewra@jooy s [rew-g
Sromsqemooy s mmm

L860-9F€TT

8107 T An[posiaay
LOVINOD

INTIVI-TOOHOS
6107-810C

©
-
*
---------

OO g_%_z
5%8 PO,

| semqpnpog N umpaumy RATpEY -

o (wdpgig—u 36 JA) PR DmEs ARG -

b Bojg/smrs P\ PP *
1edwos

u.._w.am ~‘oo_._um 30 ssa1301d s sorar pur soBoxd spigp

.:.& SSTOSIP 0 SYPM 3T A1DAD S3OUIRJU0) DPTN-DE] *

smop wd(y Sundg puepey o

—pusmo 0155330t rMsuaps put quared spraard @
sureiBord pue quansSmoBuo srapo jooy>g PPy Amon) preayy

buuia] Juapme

@ N0GY UOGEAUNUANOY)

urefiosq AUNOA puE JaIn] W] *
8107 91 PqumaoN —eqaunumBBug Ajurey
uriFoid quw ppLIALE] -
qow
pea Azpuy puz-skz(] omEARsqQ) Woans [y @WE

- sueiBord pue

auar3 S mofog 31 jo smosy Snarpauaprasmod pe rs tamoy
atp Surmof 13prsuod asesy { moneonpa spygo N m yoxe Aqd pue | 5

13mie cynuared 10§ joors mo3e sspromtoddo Anew e Buﬁ.

© wazwscﬁf mc_s:&

>rdweojuared{ooys 2t o uogrumogur
rour10}‘B1oMSGAMOOYIS MMM NISGI MO USIAIO 68095k
-z 1{[e ea) "Suared qars S sw uorstaar jmuueay Summp
PaN2LIPUT P33([022q [ X qpa3y [y w24 [ooysaa Supmp

surnue 3¢ 3edwod 31 uo yeqpasy sprord o SwoyPMATE QUATE]

'SPaaU STUIpITS

pue seod ausupsonpE SMIPEITS [00PS IO pastq wedimon
21 25103 puE Ad11 01 1ol PPEa pRy ArE mmﬁuuz ‘edwo:
10§ SEIPI PP €3 SPITY LIWIWO P33 [diLico SIUApN; SIDPNE 3
dpycaspaau GS_u"n_wuo..—qu:_ﬂavuv;Em ST a3t
3vasn @ quared 1o sainens [ronorrd udsop o swe Taread
.__un_u qaaaur st 3ordwod juared{ooyds a dopaas

mﬂ*mvﬁ 1tpa3oq poyjrom s put uapnas ‘quared

padajanaq Fauiop

woorsepp wakdrard
13 .uun:._:_ﬁr.usmn_on. quared 105 sanmasoddo aqusg
ssaiFord aopras
u=0n_n ;eI wed sydE pue sjuared soy urdxy .
ssnue) quapms pue ‘siered Yes Ty Sibrnsayg .
Bupureoy aopusuoswoy ¢
speod eouRasnpE SmEpE oI quT] *

smoedwodaanagy

Sy & pue jooys3E Burures] 3ouu0ed dpy @ ofinens

spuoxdiedwod syyp pecosnssuspmsmo dpy 03 oyREm

Faom UED 33T shea stago 3edwmod ywred-jooysEnouE my
y0dwo) a4

- 00U B ST UM

School Year 2020-2021

=
=
©
(8]
>
e)
L
Y
(@]
4=
(=
D
£
4=
—
o
Q.
D
(@)
(8]
°©
©
>
D
2




,U_Em..:umxﬂrﬂ.?
mjﬁiﬂnwmuuﬁuuﬂﬂm PUE [ELLLASIT LLIES] ) U= PIms A
T34 52015 24 PAPURLITUIO02T JAI0 PUE 315 G244 [00Y25 A3 ASTA  »
sw2jqoad prow-[ea:
w_u.jom 11 =PI Lﬁnﬁ_urs#un.soﬁu&umm LELL S A -
*s5R U aujEnea 22 q s I LITa] 01 Py
Aur . SRS EL A[IpUOL A JUUC PRR[UACR 10 PUIRY
g rod fwypraraw dpgue yIHOVE LAY ﬂu.m_ﬂ.ﬁ._.m aands SpUTREpE
313 00 IR PUAS PUT 34]0S 01 2[qFUN 574, JUAPTIs AT IR

Eﬂ@?urﬂuuﬂ Sua s FIOMFTON 34T TSI 3 357)

L
'

c
AL M pd S S}
SIIDNF[DS 3 [eo [ruostad uwo Ay M @M Spiaded S =
sz RGP 1 pRauRsaadas o O
sdnjuonepl puonsodord wanyp csa 2w dwany sna o apranyipg m .w
[SUNIT]
&1 E<Euom10m1nombmﬁioh2 mn.nu.—n_.num onET m r.nlv
' EELE ?yﬁﬁﬁuﬁmﬁuﬁ n—unm.j_._E oS oumn—imnon.wﬁuuqnonnomen_ () ET20] FPTIN RS m .m
s1325ed 213 2ums U pue syuared puE g ueps 10p yEem sl L @
3IE M [OTRs AR Lo mﬂoﬁu:d_.mﬁ.m_:.w mEuHJn_._.m ONEIMITES] = mEu.—n—oumuiom 09 2JETPLIT OITET JO s3daouon ) smog SprInyIAg % m
.Juu.su.m.?u.ﬁnnuv.ﬂm TR R 3405 > M
E.mm._.n_“mgo_um_.uj..wgoub&n._.m mdwmonﬂmnigﬂmﬁjcumﬂ; M_WE&_;—M. u_.ﬁ_ G..W\Fum w w
[F21 Bum{es sojsunganasur s s ed prwe siuased aarny =0
“3up[ue 10 AVW .m
[2OLPS I SUOSS3 [ MITAIT 01 ﬂgmmﬁd m
SqUApIIIE J0§ 2 s yErL dpuew aurue ssod pue sanpucry . %)
Pz
“s200ARE pue 553 2330erd qrew pue FuRIEESE U INOqE PR TuRLsssy (D) Apernyje pug
A0URDS unu_”n_EOU 01 W T4 IS m.ﬂr_.uwuubﬂ ST QR AP A5 ¢ 3P 23 e qpasy puas easured 103 suOmas umgummd [[F45% SIUBIEITA tif103ry g 107 Sonads uﬁjﬁuﬂmduﬁumu siunod aFeamamd
2unsqe| uome _.w._u_.._.ampnﬂwm ao[EIvp auauFsse posswoygdojaaag aug Aq e v aaoqe o3 1 Smdopaas (g e Supons
3o s qErTA Surn suenenba et wae A @ . ; s3uRpms jo 2erumased i ssERrou [pa [eoyag AP Oumeny presy
Fupears wdqm..:ﬁu.nqun._.o: e SR x5 {13 uumuumiuqﬂuﬁﬁﬂmgm . =_..__,.._____ ah _DOC_ el ﬁnm §|eor) jooYydg
Buyejos dpg poou | e surzpqend e
LA 3IUEISISSE BI1KD 343931 O SIPLIILIAS (HEL PEO[LAGD [PURITY Jusmssassy
.mﬁrﬂuuuhﬂ. ﬁuomu SpEIn) Jo pUg sAualsI[y m.nmuouw Sl 1O SITEWSET U]

PIAM21A31 Cb PR ST 301 op [ 817 st exd 20uaEs pue e
uﬁTd.—dETDd HEmexﬁEﬂ_‘MuEE—.mﬁmw JHD.‘UE.DLU.LHUuUM&.EDU -

@ "M 3

SRS Y

u.sﬁ—w o —H.'UMHbE.wUI— uEE.m.D.T.PUO U.Lu_.uw mD..D.DUm musﬁﬁ_um u.r—u.m.ﬁ
HMNuEUHbm uﬁT J5F2I0LID _._.—_‘.UUquc MDO.—.—Um.xﬁuD.ﬁ_DUTHw.‘.J_-U.—F
5[e0D PIRI]

@ S|p0Y) JANBABLY! HAPLY




Building Capacity

This section provides a crosswalk of the PTA National Standards for Family-School Partnerships and the ESSA,
Title I, Part A, Section 1116(e). Also included in this section:

e A graphic of the Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships

e The National PTA Standards for Family-School Partnerships (adopted in 2015 by the Nevada State Board of
Education as Nevada’s Parental Involvement and Family Engagement Policy

The Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships, which the U.S. Department of Education
originally published in 2013, is a “compass” to assist schools and families in charting “a path toward effective family
engagement efforts that are linked to student achievement and school improvement.” The framework was updated in
July 2019. On the following page is a graphic of the framework and an explanation of it. More information,

including examples of how other school districts have used the framework can be found at dualcapacity.org.



https://www.dualcapacity.org/

The Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships

(Version 2)

The Challenge Essential Conditions Policy and Program Goals

Educators

Have not been exposed to Process conditions

strong examples of family
engagement Relational: built on

Have received minimal mutual trust

training Linked to learning and
May not see partnership as an development

essential practice Asset-based

May have developed deficit Culturally responsive and
mindsets respectful

Build and enhance the
capacity of educators and
families in the “4 C” areas:

Educators are empowered to:

+ Connect family engagement ta
learning and development

+ Engage fa 5 as co-creators
+ Honor family funds of knowledge

Capal es [skills +
knowledgel

Connections [networks)
Cognition [shifts in beliefs > -

Collaborative
Interactive + Create welcoming cultures

and values) Effective partnerships
that support student
Confidence [self-efficacy) and school

Organizational conditions .
improvement

ﬁﬁ « Systemic: embraced by

Families leadership across the
organization

Families engage in
diverse roles:

Have not been exposed to bedded in all

strong examples of family ¢ mbedaed in & « Co-creators  « Monitors

engagement
’ * Sustained: with resources * Supporters + Advocates

Have had negative past
experiences with schools and infrastructure * Encouragers + Maodels

and educators

May not feel invited to
contribute to their
children’s education
May feel disrespected,
unheard, and unvalued

The Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships (Version 2)

RATIONALE FOR THE REVISIONS

The original Dual Capacity-Building Framework (DCBF) for Family-School Partnerships received its official launch in April 2014 at the first annual IEL Family and
Community Engagement Conference in Cincinnati, Ohio. The DCBF was authored by Karen L. Mapp with the help and support of the US Department of Education
(USDOE) during her consultancy with the department. The publication, Partners in Education: A Duai Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships,
authored by Karen L. Mapp and Paul Kuttner, was published in 2013 by the Southwest Educational Development Lab in collaboration with the USDOE.[1]

Over the past six years, numerous federal, state, and local policy, research and practice organizations have used the framework to guide their work on family-school
partnerships. To learn about the usefulness of the framework, Dr. Mapp began collecting feedback from users, including a survey given to over 1000 participants at
the June 2017 IEL Family and Community Engagement Conference in San Francisco. Version 2 of the DCBF incorporates themes that emerged about needed
changes to the framework from the data collected and from advances in research. Dr. Mapp asked Eyal Bergman, doctoral candidate in Harvard’s Educational
Leadership Program, to work with her on the revision and to co-author a forthcoming report, which will be published by IEL. We are grateful to the team at
Scholastic (Wook Jin Jung, VP of Design and Karen Baicker, Publisher/Family & Community Engagement) for their pro bono work on the new design.

SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES
The most fundamental change in Version 2 is reflected in the flow and direction of the graphic. The movement indicates a shift from ineffective to effective
partnerships, and a coming together of families and educators for the benefit of students and schools. Additional changes to the sections are outlined below.

The Challenge

Helps us understand the
reasons why educators and
families have struggled to
build trusting and effective
partnerships.

Version 2 now identifies the
most prominent bariers to
effective partnerships

It acknowiedges that educators
and families start in distant
positions, and that there are
historical explanations for this

The educator and family logos
are also new. They are meant 1o
underscore the flow toward
effective partnerships at the end
of the graphic

Essential Conditions

Offers research-based
guidance for best practice to
cultivate and sustain
partnerships.

This section has been renamed
from “Opportunity Conditions” to
“Essential Conditions."

Relational trust has moved to
the top to highlight its
indispensability.

Asset-based and Culturally
Responsive & Respectful have
been added.

COrganizational Conditions now
acknowledge the significance of
leadership across the system.

Policy and Program Goals

Highlights the goals and
outcomes that should
emerge for educators and
families when the Essential
Conditions are met.

This section remains largely
unchanged. Practitioners from
across the educational
landscape have indicated that
the 4 C's are helpful for
conceptualizing and evaluating
effective practice.

Capacity Outcomes

Improvements in capacity lead
to educators and families
working in mutually
supportive ways, leading to
student and school
improvements.

This section is now split into two:

First, a newly illustrated reciprocal
exchange speaks to the power of
educators and families to support
one another's continued growth

Second, the last part of the
graphic underscores the ultimate
goal of improved educator-family
partnerships — improvements for
students and schools

[11 Mapp, K. L., & Kuttner, P. J. (2013). Partners in Education: A Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships. SEDL.




Title I, Part A, Section 1116(e) of the Every Student Succeeds Act describes the six “shalls” stated in the law under
Building Capacity for Involvement. These are requirements that every school and school district receiving Title I, Part A
funding must adhere to The law provides eight additional “mays” (that are not required, but are allowable and
encouraged) to ensure meaningful capacity building of families and school staff. State educational agencies have the
option of making these eight "mays" requirements for their schools and school districts. Though the Department is not
requiring those eight components right now, they may become requirements in the future and the Department will clearly
communicate that out to schools and school districts. To ensure effective family engagement and to support a partnership
among the school involved, familiie, and the community to improve student academic achievement, each school and local
educational agency receiving Title I, Part A funding—

(1)SHALL provide assistance to parents of children served by the school or local educational agency, as appropriate, in
understanding such topics as the challenging State academic standards, state and local academic assessments, the
requirements of this part, and how to monitor a child's progress and work with educators to improve the achievement
oftheir children;

(2)SHALL provide materials and training to help parents to work with their children to improve their children's
achievement, such as literacy training and using technology (including education about the harms of copyright piracy), as
appropriate, to foster parental involvement;

(3)SHALL educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school leaders, and other
staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to,
communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties
between parents and the school;

(4)SHALL, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs and activities
with other Federal, State, and local programs, including public preschool programs, and conduct other activities, such
asparent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children;

(5)SHALL ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the
parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand;

(14) SHALL provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under this section as parents may
request.

The National PTA Standards for Family-School Partnerships, which the Nevada State Board of Education adopted in
2015 as Nevada’s Parental Involvement and Family Engagement Policy, provides an additional effective framework for
carrying out the six SHALLS, the eight MAYS under the law, and a school or district’s Title I parent and family
engagement policy/program. Therefore, the “shalls” are the activities to implement and the Standards for Family-School
Partnerships are the guiding principles to help ensure effective parent and family engagement policy and plans.



http://www.doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Family_Engagement/District/pifepolicy.pdf

Standard 1: WELCOMING ALL FAMILIES INTO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY: Families are active participants in
the life of the school, and feel welcomed, valued, and connected to each other, to school staff, and to what students are
learning and doing in class.

Standard 2: COMMUNICATING EFFECTIVELY: Families and school staff engage in regular, two-way, meaningful
communication about student learning.

Standard 3: SUPPORTING STUDENT SUCCESS: Families and school staff continuously collaborate to support
students’ learning and health development both at home and at school, and have regular opportunities to strengthen their
knowledge and skills to do so effectively.

Standard 4: SPEAKING UP FOR EVERY CHILD: Families are empowered to be advocates for their own and other
children, to ensure that students are treated fairly and have access to learning opportunities that will support their success.

Standard 5: SHARING POWER: Families and school staff are equal partners in decisions that affect children and
families and together inform, influence, and create policies, practices, and programs.

Standard 6: COLLABORATING WITH THE COMMUNITY: Families and school staff collaborate with community
members to connect students, families, and staff to expanded learning opportunities, community services, and civic
participation.

National Standards for Family-School Partnerships

Communicating

Effectively

STANDARD 2

Speaking Up Collaborating
for EVEry with _
Child Community

STANDARD 4 STANDARD 6

PTA.org/excellence PTA © s

everychild.onevoice”

Reference: National Parent Teacher Association (PTA). (2009). PTA National Standards for Family-School
Partnerships: An Implementation Guide. Retrieved from webpage.


http://www.pta.org/2757.asp

The National PTA Standards for Family-School Partnerships provide strategies for Title | schools to build family capacity
as required by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The Crosswalk for Parent and Family Engagement tool puts this
work in a context that is easy to understand and family-friendly language in order to assist schools, parents, and
communities in understanding the law by aligning the PTA Standards with the six “shalls” and eight “mays ” stated in the

law.

Title I Parental Involvement — Section 1116(e) 14
Activities to Build Capacity for Parent and Family
Engagement

PTA National Standards for Family-School Partnerships

BUILDING CAPACITY FOR INVOLVEMENT - To
ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a
partnership among the school involved, parents, and the
community to improve student academic achievement,
each school and local educational agency assisted under
this part —

FAMILY-SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS — Framework for
how and what parents, schools, and communities can do
together to support student success.

(1) SHALL provide assistance to parents of children
served by the school or local educational agency, as
appropriate, in understanding such topics as the
challenging State academic standards, state and local
academic assessments, the requirements of this part, and
how to monitor a child's progress and work with
educators to improve the achievement of their children;

Standard 3: Supporting Student Success — Families and
school staff continuously collaborate to support students’
learning and healthy development both at home and at
school, and have regular opportunities to strengthen their
knowledge and skills to do so effectively.

(2) SHALL provide materials and training to help parents
to work with their children to improve their children's
achievement, such as literacy training and using
technology (including education about the harms of
copyright piracy), as appropriate, to foster parental
involvement.

Standard 3: Supporting Student Success — Families and
school staff continuously collaborate to support students’
learning and healthy development both at home and at
school, and have regular opportunities to strengthen their
knowledge and skills to do so effectively.

(3) SHALL educate teachers, specialized instructional
support personnel, principals, and other school leaders,
and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value
and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to
reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as
equal partners, implement and coordinate parent
programs, and build ties between parents and the school;

Standard 1: Welcoming All Families Into the School
Community — Families are active participants in the life of
the school, and feel welcomed, and connected to each
other, to school staff, and to what students are learning
and doing in class.

Standard 2: Communicating Effectively — Families and
school staff engage in regular, two-way and meaningful
communication about student learning.

(4) SHALL, to the extent feasible and appropriate,
coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs
and activities with other Federal, State, and local
programs, including public preschool programs, and
conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers,
that encourage and support parents in more fully
participating in the education of their children;

Standard 3: Supporting Student Success — Families and
school staff continuously collaborate to support students’
learning and healthy development both at home and at
school, and have regular opportunities to strengthen their
knowledge and skills to do so effectively.

(5) SHALL ensure that information related to school and
parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to
the parents of participating children in a format and, to
the extent practicable, in a language the parents can
understand;

Standard 2: Communicating Effectively — Families and
school staff engage in regular, two-way and meaningful
communication about student learning.




Title I Parental Involvement — Section 1116(e) 14
Activities to Build Capacity for Parent and Family
Engagement

PTA National Standards for Family-School Partnerships

(6) may involve parents in the development of training for
teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the
effectiveness of such training;

Standard 4: Speaking Up for Every Child — Families are
empowered to be advocates for their own and other
children, to ensure that students are treated fairly and
have access to learning opportunities that will support
their success.

Standard 5: Sharing Power — Families and school staff
are equal partners in decisions that affect children and
families and together, inform, influence, and create
policies, practices, and programs.

(7) may provide necessary literacy training from funds
received under this part if the local educational agency
has exhausted all other reasonably available sources of
funding for such training;

Standard 3: Supporting Student Success — Families and
school staff continuously collaborate to support students’
learning and healthy development both at home and at
school, and have regular opportunities to strengthen their
knowledge and skills to do so effectively.

(8) may pay reasonable and necessary expenses
associated with local parental involvement activities,
including transportation and child care costs, to enable
parents to participate in school-related meetings and
training sessions;

Standard 1: Welcoming All Families Into the School
Community — Families are active participants in the life of
the school, and feel welcomed, and connected to each
other, to school staff, and to what students are learning
and doing in class.

Standard 3: Supporting Student Success — Families and
school staff continuously collaborate to support students’
learning and healthy development both at home and at
school, and have regular opportunities to strengthen their
knowledge and skills to do so effectively.

(9) may train parents to enhance the involvement of other
parents;

Standard 4: Speaking Up for Every Child — Families are
empowered to be advocates for their own and other
children, to ensure that students are treated fairly and
have access to learning opportunities that will support
their success.

(10) may arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or
conduct in-home conferences between teachers or other
educators, who work directly with participating children,
with parents who are unable to attend such conferences at
school, in order to maximize parental involvement and
participation

Standard 2: Communicating Effectively — Families and
school staff engage in regular, two-way and meaningful
communication about student learning.

Standard 3: Supporting Student Success — Families and
school staff continuously collaborate to support students’
learning and healthy development both at home and at
school, and have regular opportunities to strengthen their
knowledge and skills to do so effectively.

(11) may adopt and implement model approaches to
improving parental involvement;

All Standards:

Standard 1 — Welcoming All Families Into the School
Community

Standard 2 — Communicating Effectively

Standard 3 — Supporting Student Success

Standard 4 — Speaking Up for Every Child

Standard 5 — Sharing Power

Standard 6 — Collaborating with Community

(12) may establish a districtwide parent advisory council
to provide advice on all matters related to parental
involvement in programs supported under this section;

Standard 5: Sharing Power — Families and school staff
are equal partners in decisions that affect children and
families and together, inform, influence, and create
policies, practices, and programs.




Title I Parental Involvement — Section 1116(e) 14
Activities to Build Capacity for Parent and Family
Engagement

PTA National Standards for Family-School Partnerships

(13) may develop appropriate roles for community-based
organizations and businesses in parent involvement
activities; and

Standard 6: Collaborating with Community — Families
and school staff collaborate with community members to
connect students, families, and staff to expand learning
opportunities, community services, and civic participation.

(14) SHALL provide such other reasonable support for
parental involvement activities under this section as
parents may request.

Standard 3: Supporting Student Success — Families and
school staff continuously collaborate to support students’
learning and healthy development both at home and at
school, and have regular opportunities to strengthen their
knowledge and skills to do so effectively.

Standard 5: Sharing Power — Families and school staff
are equal partners in decisions that affect children and
families and together, inform, influence, and create
policies, practices, and programs.




Section Six

Annual Title I Parent/Family Meeting

This section provides templates for conducting the Annual Title | Parent/Family Meeting to disseminate
information.
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Annual Title I Parent/Family Meeting

Each school that receives Title | funds must convene an annual parent/family meeting to inform participating
parents about the school’s Title I program and their rights to be involved. This meeting should be held in a
timely manner at the beginning of the school year and should be a meeting to inform only and not seek formal
input for the current year’s family engagement policies, school-parent compacts, or family engagement budget
[ESSA, Section 1116(c)(1)].

Additionally, under ESSA, Section 1116(c)(1), each Title I school shall involve families in an organized,
ongoing, and timely way with the planning, review, and improvement of programs. This includes planning,
review, improvement of the school family engagement policy and the joint development of the schoolwide
program plan, except if a school already has in-place a process for engaging families in the joint planning and
design of the school's programs, if such process includes an adequate representation of families of participating
children.

Lastly, families should be provided:

o timely information about Title | programs;

e adescription and explanation of curriculum in-use at the school, the forms of academic assessment used
to measure student progress, and the achievement levels of the challenging State academic standards;
and

o if requested by families, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate,
as appropriate, in decisions relating the education of their children and respond to any suggestions as
soon as practicably possible.

*1f the schoolwide Title | program is not satisfactory to families, the school shall submit any comments on the
plan to the district.

To assist schools in their planning and facilitation of the annual Title I parent/family meeting, the Department
offers examples of two different meeting formats that schools can utilize. Schools can use these sample agendas
and meeting handouts to review the required components of the annual Title | parent/family meeting.

Annual Title | Parent/Family Meeting: Traditional Format

Annual Title | Parent/Family Meeting: Traditional Meeting Sample

Annual Title | Parent/Family Meeting: Facilitated Discussion Format

Annual Title I Parent/Family Meeting: Facilitated Discussion Meeting Example

You may want to do more than the law requires for this meeting to increase attendance at the meeting. Some
schools do this by making the focus of the meeting more fun for students and families (by showing off a school
project, incorporating student entertainment or a student-parent activity, highlighting community partners, etc.)
Such activities should be held before or after the Annual Title | Meeting presentation. It is crucial that this
meeting have as its central focus and be advertised and conducted as the Title I Annual Parent/Family Meeting.

Please Note: A district must retain a copy of their Annual Title | Parent/Family Meeting agenda, sign-in sheet,
minutes/notes, and meeting materials (i.e. handouts, presentations) for Department monitoring purposes.

School Year 2020-2021
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Annual Title I Parent/Family Meeting:

Traditional Format

Length of the workshop: 1.5 hours*

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:

Chart paper

Chart markers

1 large group facilitator

Time keeper

Other key staff as needed

Screen/projector/computer for presentation slides or visuals
Evaluation

Light refreshments/child care/transportation (optional)

GUIDE:

Follow the suggested agenda on the back of this page allowing time for welcoming comments as well as
questions, and sharing of contact information at the end. It is suggested to spend about 20 minutes on agenda
items 1-6, about 10 minutes on agenda item 7, about 10 minutes on agenda items 8-9, about 15 minutes on
agenda item 9, about 5 minutes on agenda 10-11, and about 15 minutes on agenda items 12-13.

Facilitator Tip:

To make the delivery of information more interesting, include families and students as speakers or facilitators.
Also, look for ways to provide opportunities for two-way communication, so the meeting does not appear just
as a school lecture. Utilize technology resources such as video and audio to engage attendees, as appropriate.
Hold the meeting in a central location within the school attendance zone to help with parent attendance.

Final Note:

You may want to do more than the law requires for this meeting to increase attendance at the meeting. Some
schools do this by making the focus of the meeting more fun for students and parents (by showing off a school
project, incorporating student entertainment or a student-family activity, highlighting community partners, etc.)
However, it is crucial that this meeting have as its central focus and be advertised as the Annual Title | Parent
Meeting. Furthermore, the Annual Title | Parent/Family Meeting may be conducted before or after a school
event, but not embedded within the event in which parents were not aware that the purpose of the Annual
Parent/Family Meeting was to learn about the Title I program.

*1.5 hours allows time on the front and back end of the meeting for families to mingle, ask questions and

feel comfortable in the meeting environment. It should only take about 1-1.25 hours to deliver the content,
but it is crucial for parents to feel a part of the school so do not rush the information or fail to take questions.
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Annual Title I Parent/Family Meeting:

Traditional Meeting Sample

[Insert School Name]
[Insert Principal Name]
[Insert School Address]

[Insert City, State and Zip Code]
[Insert School Phone Number]

Title I Annual Parent/Family Meeting

[Insert Meeting Location]
[Insert Date of Meeting]
[Insert Time of Meeting]

Welcome family and community members!

We are glad to welcome you to our school’s Title I Annual Parent/Family Meeting. There are a few light refreshments in
the back of the room, please help yourself. Also, if needed, childcare is available in room #. Please get your child signed
in before the meeting begins.

This morning/evening we will be reviewing and discussing our school’s Title I program. We will cover the following
items that are important to you as parents:
1. What is a Title I school?
2. How does our school spend Title | money?
3. How does our school participate in the Title | Program?
4. What are our school’s Title I (schoolwide or targeted assistance) requirements?
5. [Insert school’s name] Schoolwide Program — Past and Present
o What are our schoolwide goals?
e What programs/supports are in place to help my child?
o List school programs and supports to discuss
. What curriculum does our school use?
. What tests will my child be taking?
e How do these tests measure my child’s progress?
e What proficiency levels is my child expected to meet?
. What is required by law for Parent and Family Engagement?
o What is the district's Parent and Family Engagement Policy?
o What is the school’s Parent and Family Engagement Policy?
o What is a School-Parent/Family Compact?
9. Does my child’s teacher meet professional qualifications?
e What is a parent’s right to know?
10. How is Title | Parent and Family Engagement money spent?
11. What opportunities does the school provide for parent engagement?
e List parent engagement opportunities offered for school or home
e List volunteer opportunities
o List parent decision making opportunities/meetings/councils
12. How responsive will the school be to my questions when staff is contacted?
¢ Provide staff contact information 13. Closing and evaluations

~N O

oo

We welcome parent questions/input throughout the presentation! We want to make sure you leave the meeting informed
about the Title I program as well as the opportunities the school provides to get involved

Thank you for coming! We hope to see you again soon!

School Year 2020-2021
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Annual Title I Parent/Family Meeting:

Facilitated Discussion Format

Length of the workshop: 2 hours*

What you will need:
¢ 5 round tables and chairs spread out across the room
o Chart paper or 3’ sections of butcher paper
o Chart markers
o Screen/Projector/Computer for PowerPoint
e 1 large group facilitator/time keeper
o 5 facilitators (staff members or parent leaders)
o Printed out copies of questions for the 5 different Table Topics
o Bell or other alarm (optional)
o Evaluation
o Light Refreshments/Childcare/Transportation (optional)

Facilitator Tip: If you have more than 50 parents at your meeting, you may want to split up the topics and add more
tables, or duplicate topics so there are two sets of tables for each topic. You want your parents to feel comfortable to ask
guestions and you may not want more than 10 parents in each group

Guide:
Welcome & Explanation of the Event (20 minutes)

Greet your parents and introduce yourself and staff members. Suggested language, “Good Evening (Morning), we’d like
to welcome you to our Annual Title | Parent/Family Meeting and thank you for coming. We have childcare in Room #, if
you haven’t taken your children there yet, you can do so after I finish explaining what we’re going to talk about
tonight/this morning. There are a few refreshments in the back of the room, please help yourself. We want tonight/today
to be casual and for you to leave with some great information about Title I as well as information parents should know
about our school. Before we begin our small group discussion, I’d like to give you a little background information
regarding Title 1.”

(With the large group discuss: 1) Definition of Title I; 2) Title I school funds, 3) School’s participation in Title I; and 4)
Title I requirements.

“We have a lot of information about Title I that we would like you to know, but we also want to give you a chance to ask
questions and have small group conversations with our staff and parent leaders. As you can see, we have split the room
into five sections. At each section you will discuss a different part of Title 1.”

Introduce your facilitators and point to them:
Table #1 — “(Name) will discuss the Title I Schoolwide Plan and School-Parent/Family Compacts”
Table #2 — “(Name) will discuss Curriculum, Standards, Assessments, and Report Cards”
Table #3 — “(Name) will discuss Family Engagement Policies”
Table #4 — “(Name) will discuss Teacher Professional Qualifications” (Not all items may be applicable to your
school)
Table #5 — “(Name) will discuss Title I Family Engagement Funding and Family Engagement Opportunities”

Facilitator Tip: Feel free to rearrange, change, add, or delete table topics as needed to fit your group’s needs as long as
you still cover all the necessary Annual Title | Parent/Family Meeting requirements.

School Year 2020-2021

Nevada Department of Education




“You will have 14 minutes at every table. The staff person or parent leader I just pointed to will talk to you briefly about
the topic at that table. We then want you to discuss the topic and ask questions. There are markers and paper at every
table. Please feel free to write notes or questions on the paper. Be as creative as possible as we want this to be fun and
interactive meeting. | will ring the bell after 14 minutes and then you will have 1 minute switch to the next table with your
entire group. We’ll keep doing this until you get to all of the tables. Let’s number off.”

(Start with the first person and point, “You are #1,” next person and point, “You are #2”, repeat for 3,4,5 and then start
at 1 again. All of the #1’s can you please go to that table, all of the #2’s can you please go to that table, etc.”)

Small Group Discussions (90 minutes)* Time each section for 14 minutes, and give participants approximately 1 minute
to switch tables. A lead facilitator, such as the Principal, with background knowledge on Title | should roam the room,
listen to the feedback from parents and answer any questions that table facilitators cannot answer.

Facilitator Tip: Instruct your table facilitators to provide the information on the Table Topics succinctly, leaving time for
discussion at each table. Each topic should not take more than 5 minutes to explain. Families will learn more if they can
ask for clarification on topics they do not understand. Also, ask facilitators to keep their comments neutral, refraining
from opinions. Provide facts and information, and explain challenges the school may have, but let families conclude their
own opinions.

Closing (10 minutes)

“We’d like to thank you for coming tonight. We hope you found the information helpful and that you had a chance to
meet our staff and other parents from the school. We have some flyers at the back of the room that will provide you with
more information on some of the topics you discussed. Please feel free to ask us questions about Title | throughout the
school year and know that staff is always available to help and support you and your children.

(Provide families with a contact information sheet for the school/district that provides them with who to contact when they
have questions about particular topics. Also, provide contact information on the closing PowerPoint slide).

We also have an evaluation (copy on bright paper) that we’d like you to fill out to help us improve this event for parents
in the future.

(Provide parents with a copy of the evaluation and make that their ticket out the door).
We hope that you feel welcomed to be a part of this school throughout the year and thanks again for coming.”

*If necessary, meeting could be shortened to about 1.5 hours if the table topics were limited to 10 minutes each instead of
14 minutes, while still allowing for the 1 minute transition between tables.

Adapted From: Nevada State PIRC, Annual Title I Meeting Toolkit for Schools. Retrieved from Nevada PIRC webpage.
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Annual Title I Parent/Family Meeting:

Facilitated Discussion Meeting Sample

[Insert School Name]
[Insert Principal Name]
[Insert School Address]

[Insert City, State and Zip Code]
[Insert School Phone Number]

Annual Title I Parent/Family Meeting

[Insert Meeting Location]
[Insert Date of Meeting]
[Insert Time of Meeting]

Welcome parents and community members!

We are glad to welcome you to our school’s Annual Title I Parent/Family Meeting. There are a few light refreshments in
the back of the room, please help yourself. Also, if needed, child care is available in room #. Please get your child signed
in before the meeting begins.

This morning/evening we will be reviewing and discussing our school’s Title I program. We will cover some topics
together as a large group and others in smaller groups. This way you will have an opportunity to ask questions, offer
suggestions, and participate in more detailed discussions.

As a large group we will discuss:
% What s a Title | school?
¢+ How does our school spend Title | money?
+«+ How does our school participate in the Title | Program?
+* What are our school’s Title I (schoolwide or targeted assistance) requirements?

Then we will break into small groups and discuss the following items in more detail. You will have the opportunity to
visit each table.
%+ Table #1 - Title I Schoolwide Plan and Goals and School-Parent/Family Compacts
¢+ Table #2 - Curriculum, Standards, Assessments, and Report Cards
+«+ Table #3 - School and District Family Engagement Policies
Table #4 - Teacher Professional Qualifications
% Table #5 - Title | Family Engagement Funding and Family Engagement Opportunities

K/
0‘0

We will then end the meeting as a large group, once again, to address:
«+ How responsive will the school be to my questions when staff is contacted?
o Provide staff contact information
++ Closing and evaluations

We encourage you to ask questions throughout the large group presentations and at the small group table discussions. We
want to make sure you leave the meeting informed about the Title | program as well as the opportunities the school
provides to get engaged in your child's education.

Thank you for coming! We hope to see you again soon!

School Year 2020-2021
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